Shedding light on the socio-economic dynamics of
electrification: A multi-perspective study
Annika Groth
February 17, 2020

Doctoral Thesis
A thesis submitted in fulfilment of the requirements for the degree of Dr. rer. pol.
at the Interdisciplinary Institute of Environmental, Social and Human Sciences
of Europa-Universität Flensburg

Supervisors:
Prof. Dr. Bernd Möller
Europa-Universität Flensburg, Germany
Prof. Dr. Roland Menges
Clausthal University of Technology, Germany

List of articles
The thesis is based on the submitted or published scientific papers which are listed below.

Chapter
4
5
6

7

8

Article
Groth, Annika. The relationship between
electricity consumption and affecting factors under
the perspective of non-Granger causality in Kenya
Groth, Annika. Comparison of (pre-)electrification
statuses based on a case study in Tanzania
Groth, Annika. Socio-economic impacts of rural
electrification in Tanzania
International Journal of Sustainable Energy
Planning and Management Vol. 21 2019 76–92,
http://dx.doi.org/10.5278/ijsepm.2019.21.6
Groth, Annika. Overcoming one-way impact
evaluation of rural electrification projects
International Journal of Energy Economics and
Policy, 2020, 10(2), 464-476,
ISSN: 2146-4553,
https://doi.org/10.32479/ijeep.8941
Groth, Annika. Impacts of Electrification Under the
Perspective of the Multi-Tier- Framework in
Southern Tanzania
M. Mpholo et al. (eds.), Africa-EU Renewable
Energy Research and Innovation
Symposium 2018 (RERIS 2018), Springer
Proceedings in Energy,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93438-9_11

Peerreviewed

x

x

x

Versicherung nach §13 (5) der Promotionsordnung der
Europa-Universität Flensburg

„Ich erkläre hiermit an Eides Statt, dass ich die vorliegende Arbeit selbstständig verfasst und andere als
in der Dissertation angegebene Hilfsmittel nicht benutzt habe; die aus fremden Quellen (einschließlich
elektronischer Quellen, dem Internet und mündlicher Kommunikation) direkt oder indirekt
übernommenen Gedanken sind ausnahmslos unter genauer Quellenangabe als solche kenntlich
gemacht. Zentrale Inhalte der Dissertation sind nicht schon zuvor für eine andere Qualifikationsarbeit
verwendet worden. Insbesondere habe ich nicht die Hilfe sogenannter Promotionsberaterinnen bzw.
Promotionsberater in Anspruch genommen. Dritte haben von mir weder unmittelbar noch mittelbar Geld
oder geldwerte Leistungen für Arbeiten erhalten, die im Zusammenhang mit dem Inhalt der vorgelegten
Dissertation stehen. Die Arbeit wurde bisher weder im Inland noch im Ausland in gleicher oder ähnlicher
Form einer anderen Prüfungsbehörde vorgelegt. Auf die Bedeutung einer eidesstattlichen Versicherung
und die strafrechtlichen Folgen einer, auch fahrlässigen, falschen oder unvollständigen eidesstattlichen
Versicherung und die Bestimmungen der §§ 156, 161 StGB bin ich hingewiesen worden.“

Annika Groth
Berlin, February 17, 2020

i

Acknowledgements
I would like to express my sincere gratitude to Bernd Möller and Roland Menges for supervising this
thesis. I thank you for your most valuable and constructive comments during the genesis of this work.
Thank you for the always-open doors and the advice that will accompany me throughout my life beyond
this work.
I would also like to thank former and current members of the EEM family at Europa- Universität
Flensburg for many inspiring and happy moments. I would like to thank Rift Valley Energy, Tanzania,
for their support.
Particular thanks to my family and friends. Thanks also to those who have become friends along the
way.

Annika Groth
Berlin, February 2020

ii

iii

Resumé
The overarching hypothesis of this work is reflected in the UN’s SDG No. 7: the achievement of universal
access to affordable, reliable, and modern energy services by 2030, which is considered to be of
essential importance for the achievement of the other SDGs, which include the eradication of “poverty
through advancements in health, education, water supply, and industrialization, [in order to] to combat
climate change” (1). However, the role of access to energy services for inclusive economic growth and
the eradication of poverty is not further described in SDG No. 7. The goal does not specify the type and
direction of the relationship between access to energy services (electricity or energy consumption in the
following) and socio-economic indicators. Furthermore, SDG Goal No. 7 does not reflect the channels
through which the impacts of improved access to energy services may occur. Additionally, how universal
access can be achieved is generally described as through infrastructure expansion, which includes
renewable energy services and advanced and cleaner fossil fuel systems. However, knowledge of the
direction and type of relationship between energy services and socio-economic indicators, as well as
how to most effectively electrify a region (i.e. via off-grid, mini-grid, on-grid, and/or interconnected energy
systems) to meet the SDGs by 2030, is crucial in planning and generating policies and also depends on
local conditions. Here, the SDGs can be seen as general guidelines.
The thesis aims to shed light on the dynamics of energy access in the context of Sub-Saharan Africa
(SSA) from two different perspectives: the macro and micro levels. Specifically, by relying on
econometric methods, micro level analyses contribute to the reduction of the “extremely limited”
research on energy sources that are used by households and small- and medium-size enterprises and
associated with economic outcomes (2: p.5). Moreover, comparisons between interconnected mini-grid
and off-grid systems, as done here, are rarely made in research (3: p.8). On the other hand, the macro
level allows a determination of the macroeconomic long-term effects that arise from dynamic, economywide processes. Research on this level allows an identification of the impacts of energy conservation or
energy efficiency measures (e.g. Kyoto mechanisms and policies closely aligned with the Paris
Agreement’s long-term goals) on the economic power of implementing nations, or vice versa, the effects
of economic development on energy consumption. By better understanding these dynamics, policies
can be adapted accordingly.
Countries from the Global South are frequently affected by shocks and imbalances, such as political
upheaval or severe drought, which are reflected in their process of development. Therefore, international
key indicators and indexes measuring development on the socio-economic level are characterized by
structural breaks. This work assumes that these breaks can impact the type and direction of the
relationship between access to energy services and economic activity, thereby giving direction to policy
formulation and planning (4). This part of the present research contributes to the significant existing
literature in terms of portraying the case of Kenya, but using longer time series data, including the period
of the global financial crisis in 2007/2008 and enhanced econometric approaches to measure the
relationship.
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The case of Kenya is studied on a highly aggregated level. Macro data show that electrification has
gained speed in the last decade, and according to official figures, the access rate grew by more than
50% between 2000 and 2016 (5, based on 6). At the same time, the Kenyan GDP increased by 4.6%
on average per year (7). The analysis focuses on the relationship between electric power consumption
(used as a proxy for electricity consumption due to data constraints) and GDP. It becomes evident that
this relationship is not one-dimensional per se, i.e. running from GDP to electric power consumption or
vice versa, and interruptions in the time series data sets, e.g. reflecting imbalances of economic activity
or energy shocks, need to be considered in the analytical process. For the entire sample period, between
1970 and 2014, no causal relationship between the indicators can be detected. However, when a
subsample period that reflects a structural break in the data is studied, a unidirectional relationship
running from electric power consumption to GDP can be established. Whereas the first finding implies
that electric power saving policies or electricity shortages should not have a negative impact on GDP,
the second result suggests that economic output expansion could be negatively affected by restricted
electricity consumption. A key message that can be derived from the analysis is that structural breaks
should be considered in the analysis process in order to allow for well-founded policy and planning
suggestions. On the other hand, more detailed and comprehensive data concerning electricity
consumption and economic output expansion should be collected to better reflect the reality in these
countries. Informal sector activities play a major role and many businesses rely on electricity sources
(such as diesel generators) that, due to their unofficial usage, are not reflected in the very broadly
defined key indicators. A key question that remains is whether the (inter-)relationships established at a
higher aggregated level can also be established at a lower, less aggregated level, which could suggest
a trickle-down effect.
Owing to rapid and substantial advances in terms of cost reduction and technological improvements in
off-grid energy systems (prices of solar energy systems declined by 80% between 2008 and 2015 (8:
p.83, based on 6) and higher penetration rates of solar power technologies in remote areas of SSA (9,
10), this work is in the line with existing research (11) and hypothesizes that countries from the Global
South can leapfrog traditional modes of electrification to improve livelihoods and achieve socioeconomic development objectives and goals (5, p.47). The constantly changing pre-grid electrification
statuses of households and small and medium businesses in rural areas of the Global South need to be
reflected in research on rural electrification because they can give valuable insights for planning. The
present work contributes to this reflection.
Therefore, a core part of this work focuses on comparing the socio-economic situation of households
and small enterprises in six villages in the Mufindi, Iringa Region of Tanzania. In 2012, the research
area became electrified by an interconnected mini-grid system from the Mwenga Hydro Power Project,
powered through a 4 MW hydro generation plant. The investigation takes as its point of departure a
baseline study conducted in 2009 by the Tea Research Institute of Tanzania. The present research has
collected additional survey data on the household and enterprise level in 2015. Two villages in the area
v

are still to be connected and were not part of the 2009 Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study, which is
why they offer a good opportunity to study the effects of recent electrification. The participating villages
share similar characteristics in terms of climatic conditions, topography, infrastructure, access to
markets, distance to larger cities, and economic characteristics such as income sources. However, the
villages in the connected and non-connected areas have or have had different pre-electrification
statuses.
The purpose of the baseline study (Chapter 5) is to compare the pre-grid electrification socio-economic
status of the villages from 2009 and 2015, and to analyse how the situation in the electrified villages
changed compared to 2009. The focus is primarily on units that already have access to solar power.
Using qualitative data and descriptive statistics, the study reveals that these units tend to possess more
electric appliances and belong to higher income classes. Furthermore, secondary literature and sources
add more insights into the surrounding conditions. Compared to findings from the Mwenga Hydro Power
baseline study from 2009, in 2015, solar system usage was more widespread in rural Tanzanian areas.
Baseline data reveal that grid-electrified households combine the usage of solar home systems (SHS)
and grid electricity. The study further detects that access to grid electricity is not necessarily only
accessible for higher income classes and that poor households also rely on grid electricity. On the other
hand, off-grid SHS systems are mainly owned by households from higher income classes. If this finding
can be confirmed on a broader scale, it implies that off-grid systems can contribute to pre-grid
electrification households and thereby prepare them for a future arrival of the grid; however, their
possession may be limited to richer households. The results of this study comprise a valuable baseline
or starting point for further initiatives of the present project as well as similar developments in developing
countries, where good data for stakeholder analyses in the area are often absent and a basis for a
deeper analysis is required.
Based on a quasi-experimental method – PSM – research on the micro level (Chapters 6 and 7)
concludes that lighting and lumen hours are significantly higher in grid-electrified areas than in
households that are not yet grid-connected. No significant impacts on lighting and the operating hours
of micro businesses were revealed. Thus, off-grid technologies in not yet grid-connected areas already
bridge part of the “lighting gap” compared to mini-grid connected areas. However, regarding household
usage of electrical equipment and expenditures for energy sources, only minor differences can be
detected. For example, expenses for dry-cell batteries are significantly lower in grid-connected
households. This implies that households can at least save part of their energy expenditure by accessing
grid electricity. The use of dry-cell batteries is widespread, especially in rural areas. Consequently, these
findings also suggest that the adequate disposal of batteries should be ensured, particularly in off-grid
areas, in order to reduce the potential risks to the environment and people (also observed by Bensch et
al. (12)). Businesses owning electric devices were too few and the sample size too small to allow for a
rigorous impact evaluation apart from lighting and operating hours. Overall, a limited possession of
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electric devices may be interpreted as an indicator for the time delay it takes until grid electrification
measures can unfold their full potential.
The last part of this thesis aims to study the reliability and availability of grid electricity. Compared to offgrid technologies, lighting through grid electricity is still significantly higher, even if it is affected by
(regular) power outages. The study further reveals that the interconnection of the mini-grid system and
the main grid can be beneficial by enhancing both parameters.
Across all studies, findings suggest that off-grid home-scale systems, such as SHS or pico PV systems,
can already meet the electricity demand of households (and small businesses) up to a certain threshold.
These off-grid energy solutions can be driven by the market(s) and not necessarily depend on (public)
funding. Therefore, electrification planners should carefully assess the costs and benefits of grid
extension projects versus off-grid electrification measures (as also claimed by Peters et al. (13)) and
should also consider their role as complementary, back-up, or bridging technologies (as also discussed
by Grimm et al. (14)). On the other hand, the findings may also underline the fact that welfare gains
happen through various channels and need complementary infrastructures, such as transportation,
water and sanitation, sewerage, telecommunications, as well as access to financial and educational
services and markets, which must be in place in order to enhance the demand and (productive) uses of
households and micro enterprises. This confirms common knowledge in the field.
The thesis is organized as follows: Chapter 1 introduces the research field, questions and objectives. It
also gives an overview of the country context of Kenya and Tanzania. Chapter 2 presents the theoretical
foundations, while Chapter 3 describes the methodological foundation of the studies. The papers are
presented in Chapters 4 to 8. Chapter 9 summarizes and discusses the findings and provides the outlook
and recommendations for further research.
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1. Introduction
This work must begin with the description of a situation I experienced during my field study at the end
of 2015: meeting with a young man who was working hard in the field in front of his house. The sun was
burning intensely and the sweat dripped from his forehead. The movements of his hoe were rhythmic,
moving in time to the music that came from his house. He stopped, smiled at us and warmly invited us
to have the interview inside his house, where it was much cooler and more comfortable. He reported
using electricity from the mini-grid system to run his radio and that the music motivated him to work in
the field. While looking around and talking to the young man, I realized that his household possessed –
apart from the radio – two mobile phone chargers and used electricity for lighting a few bulbs inside the
house. His young wife entered the house, carrying their little baby on her back. She had come back from
collecting water at the spring, and began cleaning the cooking hut in front of the house. My researchoriented mind promptly started to process what I had observed in these few moments: the young family
seemed to live on subsistence farming (the fieldwork done in front of the house), they cooked with
firewood (a bundle of firewood lay in front of the cooking hut), and they possessed very few (electric)
items but relied on electricity to run these devices. At least some income must have been generated to
be able to afford regular (?) access to electricity (even though the business model of the mini-grid system
relies on prepaid payment). However, the housing conditions were very simple, also in terms of
installations for electricity – security concerns aside. For a moment, I felt ashamed that I had immediately
tried to categorize these people, and focused instead on what they reported to me. They expressed
being happy with the improved living conditions, but said that they were heavily impacted when a
system-wide short-circuit happens because this could imply a loss of income to replace a broken item
and thus other priorities have to be neglected. I realized their vulnerability as well as the implicit flexibility
to adapt to any kind of situation, including climatic conditions, required of them on a daily basis. For
example, during my research stay, I experienced periods of intense precipitation that lasted for several
days. Villages were cut off because of floods. Heavy rainfall also led to continuous power failures.
However, in general, I noticed their pride in their perceived improved living conditions.
Thus, when I think about the term “socio-economic development”, where should I start to measure
progress in development? Where is the threshold that defines the transition from the state of developING
to that of developED? Where are the boundaries in space and time? And what has been achieved so
far? One of my major lessons learned throughout the research process is that perspective matters.
According to official figures, the research area in Tanzania and its population belong to one of the
poorest regions in the world. According to the poor old neighboring women, the interviewed family was
seen as being “more progressively advanced” because of their access to electricity and usage of a few
electrical appliances. Through the lenses of my northern lifestyle and experiences, the young family
appeared to be poor because of their lack of access – or the challenges they faced in achieving a certain
level of access – to what we (northern people) define as the basic necessities: a clean water supply and
sanitation, health and transport facilities, good nutrition, (social) security, financial services, and
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education. Electricity is a crucial input factor for covering almost all of these needs. On the other hand,
in the process of research, and as will be discussed in more detail below, I have realized again that local
context matters; when the frequently and quickly changing local conditions and needs are considered
in planning and policy, electrification can contribute to welfare to a much greater extent.

1.1 General Background
“Rather than asking what kind of development we should target – perhaps the question should be:
What kind of development we can monitor?”
The quote from Jerven (15: p.106) reflects the challenges of policy makers and researchers who aim to
formulate policies and targets based on inferences from comprehensive data sets. For example, the
data-based reflection of macroeconomic dynamics forms the basis of argumentation in many
international contracts and negotiations. Economic growth is still a target that countries should thrive to
achieve for the SDG No. 8 (UN): “Sustain per capita economic growth in accordance with national
circumstances and, in particular, at least 7 per cent GDP growth per annum in the least developed
countries” (16). Thus, the notion of economic performance is still the most widely used by policy makers,
business leaders, investors, and the media to measure economic success (17, 18: p.7). Yet there is
considerable debate about whether the concept of (eternal) economic growth should still be striven for
in order to achieve long-term “welfare and sustainability” (for example, the Post-Growth Conference in
2018 (19)), and this discussion will be addressed in greater detail in Chapter 9.
In the context of countries from the Global South, the collection, analysis, interpretation, and
dissemination of data can be a difficult task due to insufficient (financial) resources (Jerven (15)). This
is reflected in the quality of the inferred knowledge resulting from studying these data sets, and this will
be illustrated here using a simple example of the two countries under focus in the present thesis: Kenya
and Tanzania. As can be seen in Figure 1 below, on the surface, Kenya has made major achievements
in terms of access to electricity. By 2016, the access rate reached 56% compared to 3.3% in 1990 (7).
However, these improvements do not seem to be reflected in the data sets on poverty reduction, where
levels have been at a higher level (42.5% in 2005) compared to 1990 (31% of the population) (7). The
situation in Tanzania seems to be very different. The progress in terms of electrification has been slower,
but the poverty rate declined sharply, from close to 90% in 2000 to below 50% in 2011 (7). According to
the 2018 and 2019 Tracking SDG 7 Energy Progress Report (20, 21), Tanzania and Kenya have recently
become “access winners” and belong to the main drivers of SSA countries counteracting access losses
made through population growth.
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Figure 1. Access to electricity and evolution of the poverty rate in Kenya and Tanzania in
percent from 1990 to 2016
Source: Author based on (7)
As can be seen in Figure 1 above, their access rates increased steeply, by with more than 6% on
average per year, between 2010 and 2016 in the case of Kenya and more than 2% on average per year
in Tanzania. With more than 70% of the Kenyan population having electricity in 2017 (7), there is still a
gap to achieve the ambitious “Last Mile Connectivity Program” of the Kenyan government, which targets
universal access by 2020 (22). On the other hand, the Tanzanian government is targeting 50% or 75%
of its population to be electrified by 2020 or 2035 (23: p.8). Both countries still belong to the top 20
countries with electricity deficit access (20, 21).
What do these figures tell us about the relationship between socio-economic development and
electrification? In the case of Kenya, it could be assumed that progress in electrification is negatively
related to poverty reduction, whereas in the case of Tanzania, there seems to be a positive relationship
between progress in access to electricity and progress in poverty reduction.
The indicators displayed in Figure 1 are based on highly aggregated data. Income and expenditure data
are usually derived from national household surveys (7, based on 24, 25). The implementation of these
surveys may differ in terms of budget disposal, methodology, timeliness, space, frequency, and quality.
As critically assessed by Jerven (26), the quality of internationally standardized and aggregated (time-
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series) data on GDP and income from SSA countries (including Kenya and Tanzania) still suffers from
methodological constraints, including errors of omission, poor availability, precision, and accuracy,
which may restrict its use for evaluating the development status of countries. Moreover, informal sector
activities may not be sufficiently reflected in official statistics. The disparities and distribution patterns of
data on different levels, such as on the local, topographical, cultural, social, or even individual plateau,
can hardly be reflected on highly aggregated levels due to the nature of averaging “individual
circumstances”, which implies a loss of “some valuable information” (27: p.2).
As will become apparent in the course of this work, representing genuine living conditions and
understanding underlying mechanisms and forces remain challenging tasks. However, it also becomes
clear that new approaches, concepts, and methods (will) contribute to overcoming some of these
constraints.
A question that arises at this stage is to what extent development objectives can be met by off-grid
energy systems, which are often limited in terms of scale and capacity. At the same time, access to grid
electrification does not necessarily imply that the needs of the electricity consumers are effectively met.
This is especially the case when dealing with inefficiencies in the electricity sectors of SSA countries,
which are often faced by under-maintenance and inoperable generation capacities (5, p.51). Therefore,
it would also be interesting to know if the interconnection of off-grid (here: mini-grid) systems to the main
grid can be beneficial for electrified households by enhancing the reliability and availability of access to
grid electricity.
This thesis aims to shed light on the causal dynamics between electric power consumption and
economic development in the SSA context. For this purpose, macro and micro perspectives are
adopted, recent theoretic approaches in this field discussed, and data sets are evaluated with newer
empirical methods. Specifically, the following questions will be addressed:


Is there a causal relationship between electric power consumption and economic output? If so,
what is the type and direction of this relationship, and is it impacted by structural breaks? What
kind of implications can be derived from that?



To what extent do access to and use of different modes of electrification and their parallel
existence affect the socio-economic conditions of households and micro enterprises in the SSA
context? Can causality be established?



More specifically, to what extent does access to and use of electricity from an interconnected
mini-grid project affect the socio-economic conditions of households and micro enterprises in
rural SSA areas compared to not yet grid-connected but potentially pre-electrified, off-grid
home-scale system users?

4

The study on Kenya from the macro perspective strives to achieve the following:


Analyze and determine the type of relationship between electric power consumption and GDP
in Kenya between 1970 and 2014



Investigate the role of structural breaks



Discuss implications based on the results

The analyses based on the case study from the Mwenga Hydro Power Project in Southern Tanzania
aims to:


Determine the (pre-grid) electrification status of rural households and micro enterprises



Assess the effects of (grid) electrification on the lighting of rural households and micro
enterprises



Assess the uptake of electric appliances and their usage



Assess the effects of electrification on the energy expenditures of rural households



Assess the effects of electrification on the operating hours of rural micro businesses



Identify the barriers to micro business development



Assess and compare the reliability of (interconnected (mini-)) grid electricity

The following methods are used to carry out the analyses. To evaluate the causal relationship between
GDP and electric power consumption per capita, the study makes use of the augmented TodaYamamoto non-Granger causality approach and Johansen co-integration tests (Chapter 4).
From Chapter 5 onward, the studies are based on data collected at the end of 2015 as part of a field
research stay in Tanzania. The studies in Chapter 5 and Chapter 8 make use of descriptive and
qualitative data analysis, whereas the impacts of electricity on households and micro enterprises are
studied with the support of a non-experimental research design –PSM (Chapters 6 and 7).
The next section gives an overview of the current socio-economic conditions in the two countries under
study, Kenya and Tanzania.

1.2 Conditions in Tanzania and Kenya
The two neighboring countries of Kenya and Tanzania differ significantly from each other in many
aspects, including their colonial experiences, their capitalism-socialism dichotomy discourse after
gaining independence in the 1960s, their primary language, and “varied internal regime-level institutions
and priorities” (28: p.60).
Nevertheless, the two countries have a lot in common. First of all, they share similarities in terms of their
geographic location and access to the Indian Ocean, which can be advantageous for their economies
because it allows them to be involved in international shipping and trading. While African maritime
sectors are still less integrated into world trade, projects under the Belt and Road Initiative of the Chinese
government support the growth of the port infrastructure in Africa (29).
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Indeed, Kenya is referred to as the “trade hub” of the East African region (30: p.10). Both countries
border Lake Victoria (the world’s second largest freshwater lake (31) and share similar climatic
conditions, which are mainly tropical with regional variations. There is high solar potential in both
countries: the average solar radiation level per day varies between 4 and 7 kWh/m² (32: p.447, based
on 33, 34: p.2966), which qualifies them in particular for the exploitation of solar-based technologies.
With approximately 54 million people, Tanzania is at the forefront of East African countries (35), while
Kenya´s population amounts to 47.6 million people (31) (see Table 1 below). On average in the past
decade, Tanzania’s population grew by 3.1% per year, whereas the Kenyan population grew by 2.7%
on average per year (7). Both populations are very young. The median age in Tanzania is 17.7 years
(35), and the Kenyan median age is slightly higher at 19.7 years in 2017 (31). The high proportion of
young people is also reflected in the total age dependency ratio1, which is 76% of the working-age
population in Kenya and 92% of the working-age population in Tanzania (7).

Kenya

Tanzania

47,600,000

54,000,000

Average population
growth rate per year [in
%]

2.7

3.1

Population density
[people per sq. km of
land area)]

87.3

64.7

Urban population
[in % of total]

26.6

33.1

Median age of the
population [in years]

19.7

17.7

76

92

Total population

Age dependency ration
[in %]

Table 1. Population data in Kenya and Tanzania
Source: Author based on (7, 31, 35)
However, these figures need to be interpreted with caution, due to the fact that the child labour rate is
reported to be substantially high in both countries. In Tanzania, almost 25% of all children between 5
and 13 years of age are engaged in child labour activities (36). In Kenya, this figure amounts to
approximately 26% of all children (37). Additionally, life expectancy rates are, compared to Western
standards, relatively low, with approximately 66 years in Tanzania, and 67 years in Kenya in 2017 (7).

1

The World Bank (7) defines age dependency as the ratio of dependents, i.e. people younger than 15 or older than 64, to the
working-age population (those aged 15-64). Data are shown as the proportion of dependents per 100 working-age population.
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Income inequality in SSA countries is extremely high. In 2016, approximately 55% of the national income
of SSA countries was attributed to the top 10% earners. The World Inequality Report from 2018 (38)
classifies this region as comprising “inequality frontiers” with an “extreme and persistent level of
inequality” (p.42f). According to the most recent measures surrounding income distribution, the Kenyan
GINI coefficient amounts to 40.8 (in 2015), compared to 37.8 (in 2011) in Tanzania (see Table 2 below).
These figures are slightly lower than the East African mean GINI coefficient of 41.8, and in the case of
Tanzania are even lower than the world average GINI coefficient of 38.3 (8: p.135, 7). However,
inequality in term of socio-economic opportunities is also regionally perceptible: arid areas versus less
arid areas, and urban areas versus rural areas, in terms of access to education, (infrastructure) services,
and jobs (30: p.10).
Kenya is the leading economy among East African countries. Recently, it passed a threshold set by the
World Bank and is now classified as a lower middle-income country. As indicated in Table 2 below, the
corruption index is high in Kenya, whereby the country is ranked 144 out of 180 countries compared to
Tanzania, which is at position 99 (39). On the other hand, the transition toward a market economy or
the liberalization of the Tanzanian economy is still continuing, and key sectors are still mainly under the
control of the public sector.
According to the latest global report on competitiveness, at position 93 out of 140, Kenya is classified
as the most competitive economy in East Africa, and has been highlighted for its potential for innovation
(40: p.35). However, institutional conditions, domestic competition, and infrastructures have to be further
developed and strengthened in order to provide a more fertile framework for innovation (40: p.10).
Tanzania occupies a lower rank, at position 116, and although its macroeconomic conditions have been
evaluated as being stronger than in Kenya, the country particularly indicates weaknesses in the fields
of ICT adoption and innovation capability (40: p.551).
Kenya

Tanzania

GINI coefficient

40.8

37.8

Corruption index position

144

99

Global
Competitiveness
Index 4.0 2018 rank

93

116

Agriculture, value added [% of
GDP]

31.5

30.1

Services, value added [% of
GDP]

45.4

37.5

Industry (incl. construction),
value added [% of GDP]

17.5

26.4

Manufacturing, value added
[% of GDP

8.4

5.5

Table 2. Economic indicators of Kenya and Tanzania
Source: Author, based on (7, 8, 30, 31, 35, 39, 40)
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As can be seen in Table 2, the agricultural sector is the backbone of the economy in both countries. The
majority of the workforce is employed in this sector, with around 65% in Tanzania (35) and 75% in Kenya
(31) of the total workforce. However, in 2017, the agricultural sector contributed only about a third of the
value added to the GDP in both countries (7). The service sector is the most important contributor in
terms of value adding to GDP, at 45.4% of GDP in Kenya and 37.5% of GDP in Tanzania (7). The
tourism sector activities are key in both countries, and in Kenya, the tourism sector alone accounted for
20% of GDP in 2017. The Tanzanian gold production and export industry has experienced a boom over
the past few years (35), which is reflected in the contribution of the industry sector to the GDP, at 26.4%
of GDP in 2017 (7). In Kenya, on the other hand, the contribution of the industry sector to the GDP
amounted to 17.5% in the same year (7). With less than 10%, manufacturing contributes proportionally
less to the GDP in both countries (7).
Informal sector activities from micro and small (household) enterprises are not represented at all in
official statistics, and available data on their activities is scarce. According to a recent study from the
World Bank in 2016 (41), almost 95% of enterprises and businesses in Kenya are attributed to the
informal sector, and around 70% of the employment beyond farming is found here. Additionally, it should
be noted that the productivity from the informal sector is substantially lower compared to the productivity
of the formal sector. Notwithstanding these factors, a major share of Kenyan enterprises (ca. 52%) is
indicated as relying on electricity to run their businesses (41: p.3, p.32). A similar picture arises in
Tanzania (42). Therefore, the role of informal sector activities in the nexus between electrification and
socio-economic development (as will be further discussed in Chapter 4) should not be underestimated.
Both economies are more globally integrated than two decades ago, however, which is in line with the
current trend on the African continent (8: p.35) and is reflected in more diversified trade partnerships. In
2017, the trade value of Kenyan total exports amounted to more than $ 5.7 billion USD, whereas the
trade value of Kenyan total imports was much higher, at $16.7 billion USD (42). In 2000, the trade
volumes of Kenya were substantially lower, at approximately $ 1.6 billion USD for exports and almost $
2.9 billion USD for imports (42). As can be seen in Figure 2, the European Union is still among the most
important trading partners of the Kenyan economy. This applies in particular to the Kenyan export sector.
Imports from emerging countries (BRICS countries), and in particular from China, have gained
importance since 2000. In 2017, China covered almost a quarter of all imports to Kenya, whereas in
2000 China’s share amounted to only 3% of all imports (see Figure 2).
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Figure 2. Shares of exports and imports of goods to and from Kenya in 2000 and 2017 by
country.
Source: Author’s elaboration based on (42)
The increasing importance of emerging countries, and of China in particular, as trading partners can
also be noted in Tanzania (see Figure 3). Between 2000 and 2017, the trade volume of Tanzanian total
imports increased from $ 1.6 billion USD to $ 7.8 billion USD (42), and during the same period, the
Tanzanian total export volume increased from $ 0.6 billion USD to $ 4 billion USD (42).
As can be seen in Figure 3, within the last two decades the importance of the EU as a leading trading
partner has declined sharply, while emerging countries (excluding China) have gained considerable
importance as export partners (from less than 20% of total exports in 2000, to 40% of total exports in
2017). For example, India’s demand for Tanzanian raw materials (particularly for the abovementioned
gold) is high (43). With an increase of Chinese imports to Tanzania from less than 5% of total imports
in 2000 to almost 20% of total imports in 2017, China’s reputation as an important trading partner of
East African countries is highlighted once more.
East African countries mainly export unprocessed goods, however, whereas the majority of imports
comprise final goods, which reveal their structural and economic weaknesses and overall vulnerability
to price fluctuation and currency depreciation (8: p.146, p.155). For example, Chinese product imports
relate mainly to machinery and mechanical appliances as well as electrical machinery and equipment
(HS 1988/92, 84-85_MachElec), and capital goods in both countries (44, 45). This reflects the current
significant Chinese investment in infrastructure projects on the African continent (8: p.72), and there are
plans for further expansion. In 2015, the Chinese government pledged further investment of $ 60 billion
USD on the African continent (46).
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Figure 3. Shares of exports and imports of goods from and to Tanzania in 2000 and 2017 by
country.
Source: Own elaboration based on (42)
China’s crucial role in electrifying African countries is not only in terms of direct investment. Chinese
heavy investment in its own renewable energy sector is one of the factors responsible for the cost decline
of solar power-based technologies in recent years, rendering them more affordable for poorer countries.
It is predicted that the substantial expansion of energy infrastructure based on renewable energies in
China (up to 1.1 TW of solar PV until 2050 (47)) will lead to further cost reduction pressures on an
international level, from which other countries can also benefit. Bloomberg NEF estimates that the costs
of a standard PV plant will be reduced by 71% by 2050 (47). The import of products related to renewable
energy from China, such as solar PV panels, is already on a steep rise on the African continent (10:
p.65), thereby also impacting the speed of electrification in the two countries being studied.
However, as of 2018, grid extension is still the most preferred electrification mode in Kenya. This is also
reflected in Chapter 4 while studying the relationship between economic output and electric power
consumption. It is expected that the needs of three-quarters of the consumers lacking access to
electricity (about 3 million) will be met by grid extension, whereas the rest will be addressed by off-grid
systems (30: p.13). Being active in this field since the 1980s, Kenya has one of the most mature and
booming off-grid sectors in the world, particularly in terms of solar off-grid technologies. A comparable
picture arises in Tanzania. Grid extension is still preferred over off-grid electrification (23); however, a
quarter of Tanzanian mainland households still rely on solar power for their main source of electricity.
In rural areas, this figure even amounts to approximately 65% of households with access to electricity
(48: p.47).
In a recent report on global off-grid solar market trends, Kenya and Tanzania are classified as
“upgraded” off-grid solar markets. These markets are defined as “highly penetrated maturing markets,
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where suppliers may consider upgrading existing customers to higher quality technologies and service
levels and should seek innovative distribution partnerships to penetrate the "harder-to-reach
customers” (10: p.69). This observation reflects what will be discussed in more detail in Chapters 5 to
8: The role of off-grid

systems

in

(pre-grid)

electrifying

the

countries

should

not

be

underestimated. A more comprehensive description of the two electricity sectors can be found in
Chapters 4 to 8. The next section presents the theoretical foundation on which the analyses
conducted in Chapters 4, 6, and 7 are based.

2. Theoretical foundation
2.1 The macro perspective: converging and diverging trends
It is scientifically proven that planetary boundaries will not allow all of Earth’s inhabitants to consume
and emit in the same manner to which citizens from the Global North are accustomed – and which they
have done for a very long time – in order to meet the SDGs and global environmental goals by 2030
(49). This has recently been reconfirmed by the latest IPCC assessment report, underlining the need
for mitigation and adaptation actions on the international level to limit global mean temperatures to below
2 or even 1.5 degrees above pre-industrial levels in 2100 (50). These actions require economic systems
to shift away from fossil fuels and damaging land use practices (51). At this stage, it again becomes
clear that access to and use of energy resources and the dynamics of economic systems appear to be
somehow related. The theoretical foundations of this relationship will be discussed in more detail in
Section 2.4.
For a significant period of history, the development of the world economy was very homogeneous and
slow, closely linked to the development of the world’s population (52, based on 53). This changed with
the shift of some countries toward industrialized economies in the 18th century, which implied substantial
productivity gains for them, and “the Malthusian trap of the stagnation in worldwide per capita income
that existed from the year 1000” has since been overcome (52: p.6, based on 53). From that point
onward, the global economy came to be increasingly subdivided into economies with uneven levels of
development across people, place, and time (52: p.6).
Nowadays, the wealth gap between the Global North and countries from the Global South is immense.
In addition to threats posed by climate change, the persistent unequal distribution of economic resources
and opportunities challenges societies both internally and across borders (54), not least because it
affects their economic performance (55: p.11, based on 56, 57). As noted by Rodrik (58: p.3f, based on
59, 60), it seems that “convergence has been the exception rather than the norm since the great
divergence spawned by the Industrial Revolution” and “ the world is divided into a rich core and a poor
periphery”. A way to get an idea of this disparate distribution is to examine the global distribution of
income, which enables an “outcome-oriented” perspective on the “material dimension of well-being” (61:
p.6). According to indicators of income inequality (based here on pre-tax national incomes, thus before
redistribution measures) from the World Inequality Database (62), 1% of the global population accounted
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for more than 20% of global income in 2016, while 50% of the world population earned approximately
10% of global income in the same year.
To illustrate this imbalance, Figure 4 displays the distribution of income growth captured by average
individuals in different income groups between 1980 and 2016 (63: p.9). The distribution, also called the
“elephant curve”, clearly depicts the unequal distribution of income growth capture. The top 1% captured
27% of total income growth, while the bottom 50% only gained 12% of the total income growth in the
last three decades. The spread in shares of income growth shown in Figure 4 indicates the
marginalization of more than a billion of people, a trend that also encompasses people from northern
countries (see the shrinking of the income growth share of the middle class in the US and Western
Europe in Figure 4).

Figure 4. Total income growth by percentile across all world regions, 1980-2016.
Source: (63: p.9)

Yet, as remarked by Rodrik (58: p.3f), there are some exceptions in terms of convergence. Accordingly,
the illustration in Figure 4 also shows the catching up of some emerging economies at the global level,
where millions of poor people, particularly from China or India (“Chindia”), have benefitted from income
growth in the last three decades (38: p.106, based on 64): In China, the national average income has
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grown by 800% since 1978. The bottom 50% and middle 40% of income earners experienced sharp
increases in income (400% and 700%, respectively). However, the income of the top 10% earners grew
by 1200% during the same period. In 2015, 42% of national income was earned by this income class,
whereas the share of the bottom 50% amounted to only 15% of Chinese income. The share of the
middle 40% income class stayed relatively stable, around approximately 44% of national income during
this period (38, based on 64: p.108).
The divergent developments in Chinese national income distribution are attributed not merely to the
urban-rural disparity, which is forecast to remain substantial, but mainly to regional discrepancies. On
the other hand, the authors (38) also note that the distribution of shares in national income has not
changed significantly since 2006. According to their research (38, based on 65, 66), this may reflect
data constraints as well as the introduction of comprehensive policies of the Chinese government aiming
to reduce inequality and the attenuation of structural changes. Anti-corruption and redistribution
measures appear to be having an impact and have helped to at least stabilize the income distribution
since then (49: p.19).
China’s economic achievements in recent decades have been remarkable. On a global level, the
economic gains of China (as well as India) have contributed significantly to income growth among the
poorest half of the world population. Since 2000, the between-country average income inequality
diminished significantly (38: p.55). Stiglitz (55: p.15) describes the Chinese GDP growth model within
the last 30 to 40 years as a “miracle,” with exceptionally high rates and an expansive reduction in poverty
that has not been seen before in the history of the well being of mankind. The developments in China
contributed to a large extent to the achievement of certain MDGs; in particular, the reduction of the
global poverty rate, which halved between 1990 and 2015.
In contrast to China, SSA countries contributed to a lesser extent to the fulfilment of the MDGs. As
already mentioned in Section 1.2, development gains in SSA were much lower compared to China and
were also partly offset by population growth. Income inequality remains extremely high. In 2016,
approximately 55% of income was earned by the top 10% (38: p.42), and poverty levels are still at
comparatively high levels (see section 1.2).
A way to illustrate the heterogeneous economic developments in countries from the Global South is to
examine GDP per capita as a proportion of that of the United States between 1960 and 2017 (Figure 5;
author, based on (67: p.3, 7). Here, too, the economic progress of China compared to countries from
SSA, including Tanzania and Kenya, becomes visible, particularly in the last decade. However, we can
also note that China´s GDP per capita is still significantly lower than that of the USA in 2017.
At the same time, the steep rise of Chinese GDP per capita has been remarkable over the last two
decades. If we interpret this development as a “catching-up effect”, meaning the economic convergence
of those emerging economies like China toward the more advanced economies (despite the

13

abovementioned rise of the within-country income inequality), it would be interesting to know which
factors contributed to the Chinese economic performance.

16.0%
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Figure 5. GDP per capita as a proportion of that of the United States
Source: Author’s elaboration, based on (67, 7)2

In China, an “old growth strategy” (68: p.6), a “strategy cantered on high savings and investment, strong
export orientation and a focus on manufacturing and construction industries” (68: p.4) but based on an
“extraordinary expansion in coal consumption”, and the public sector´s role in the provision of
educational services (achievements in “learning”) and infrastructures (55: p.31) are reported to be
responsible for its strong economic growth in the last three decades. This reflects the shift away from a
traditional, agriculture-based economy towards a more industrialized economy, underlining the
important role of energy consumption in Chinese economic development. A critical success factor of the
Chinese economy was and still is its ability of technical borrowing and industrial upgrading, describing
the absorptive capacity of the country to leapfrog technologically by exploiting imported technologies or
by imitating them (69, p.338)3.
According to Randers et al. (49: p.43), “newer historic experiences” of China could serve as an economic
model for poor countries. Countries from the Global South could follow the “new development model” to
push “transformational actions with systems-wide effects on SDGs”. In particular, the authors emphasize
the crucial roles of the implementation of “some democratic qualities through bureaucratic reforms
2

Due to data constraints, data on Tanzania is limited to the period between 1988 and 2017.
This might stand in contrast to the endogenous-growth theory (Romer (1990) (70), which, among other things, assumes that
technological change may be an outcome of costly frontier investments of private companies, and the benefits of it may be mainly
constrained to them because the technological advances are protected by patent (69: p.366).
3
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according to long-term plans” and the inclusion of local knowledge and resources in the centrallyplanned processes of Chinese economic development (49: p.32, based on 71). For example, the strong
competition between mostly collectively owned but locally managed public authorities, townships,
villages and enterprises (Tangible and Village Enterprises (TVEs)) is listed as one of the decisive
success factors (55: p.10) until the privatisation wave started in the late 1990s.
The extent to which human rights were and continue to be violated remains questionable, as well as
how this may have contributed to the success of the economic model. It also is difficult to predict whether
China will manage to overcome the economic gap with the Global North in the future (55: p.15). At
present, it is still debated whether China can escape the “middle-income trap” (72), which describes the
situation of countries that have reached the level of a middle-income country (MIC) in a short time period
but are not able to graduate to the level and productivity of highly-developed economies.
Related to the two SSA economies under study here, we are not able to determine a convergence
behaviour toward the US economy over time (see Figure 5). On the contrary, as can be seen in Figure
5, the proportional share of SSA countries, particularly of Kenya, is currently less than it was in the
period after gaining independence in the 1960s until 1980, which describes the period of decolonisation.
This could be interpreted as an indication that there is (still) no uniform solution for “catching up”. Indeed,
experiences and analyses of economic development paths and the heterogeneous responses to
programs have shown that there is (still) “no universal recipe” or uniform approach to promote and
sustain development (67: p.7).
In the next section, I will discuss the most prominent approaches to and concepts of economic
development elaborated since the 1970s, and describe them in the context of Kenya and Tanzania.

2.2 From trickle-down to behavioural economics
In the 1970s, it became “evident for the first time” that trickle-down effects do not take place and that
economic growth does not necessarily go hand-in-hand with poverty reduction (69: p.132). The
awareness was influenced by global economic circumstances, including the first oil crisis from 1973.
This was particularly obvious in East Asia and Latin America, where, despite the oil crisis, high growth
rates were recorded at that time, while poverty reduction was much less pronounced or insufficient (69:
p.132). Thus, it became popular to call for state intervention (69: p.134) to meet basic needs, enhance
social welfare, and install a multidimensional approach to address human development (69: p.132f,
based on 73).
One of the most influential theories that gained popularity in this time period is dependency theory,
whose ideas draw heavily on the work of Frank (73, 74: p.117). According to the theory, there is an
economic imbalance between the interdependent core and (semi-) periphery regions. The core regions
(e.g. northern countries or the west) benefit substantially from trade with the periphery regions (e.g.
countries from the Global South), while the regions at the margin suffer from unequal economic
exchanges and exploitation, which manifest in their poverty, inequality, and dependency. Thus, the
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development of the core regions goes hand-in-hand with the underdevelopment of the peripheral regions
(74, p.119). To spur their economic development, the theory suggests that peripheral areas should
disconnect from the core areas (or global markets), and form their own independent internal systems.
An important basis for dependency theory is provided by the Prebisch–Singer hypothesis (75, 76), which
assumes that primary commodity prices relative to manufactures (terms of trade) develop to the
disadvantage of producers of primary goods in the long run.
Following these notions, many developing countries shifted to import-substitution industrialization (ISI)
and export-oriented industrialisation (EOI) strategies, aiming to enhance and protect domestic
production. Tanzania belonged to one of the African countries in which centralized planning initiatives
played a major role4. In the course of the 1970s, the Tanzanian state was heavily engaged in production
and investment, and the large (insurance) companies and banks were owned by the state (77: p.370).
This time period was also characterized by exceptionally high levels of international financial assistance
to Tanzania, however, which peaked in 1980. Edwards (77: p.373) attributes the high levels of financial
aid to the international aid community, which “fell in love” with President Julius Nyerere’s vision of African
Socialism (Ujamaa), presented in the Arusha Declaration in 1967. In Kenya, planning measures were
comparatively soft throughout the course of the 1970s (77: p.370). With the aim to spur industrial growth,
the Kenyan government implemented comprehensive import substitution strategies. These measures
had devastating and distorting impacts on (the competitive position of) the economies, which intensified
in the wake of the collapse and the outbreak of the second oil crisis in the late 1970s (78: p.3).
At a global level, the age of monetarists and followers of top-down, neo-liberal discourses from the
1950s and 1960s re-emerged in the course of the 1980s. Following serious macroeconomic imbalances
fuelled by the oil crisis in 1978 and the debt crises in the early 1980s, the latter decade was characterized
by the implementation of Structural Adjustment Programs (SAPs). SAPs were largely driven by the
Bretton Woods Institutions, which imposed tight policy prescriptions on their lending. Their aim to
restructure economies from the Global South involved the trade liberalisation for goods and services,
deregulation of the banking sector, foreign direct investment, competitive exchange rates, and the
privatisation of public enterprises. The measures implied a heavy reliance on market forces and a
comprehensive cutback of state interventions (69, p.135), which in turn minimized the role of the state
in ensuring price stability. The policies are also known under the term “Washington Consensus” (79).
Bourguignon (67: p.6), notes that the policy shift in the 1980s was not “completely unjustified” in the
context of many African economies due to the negative consequences of unsystematic state
interventions driven by “elites or populist governments”, which caused large fiscal deficits and excessive
public debts in the previous decade. In this context, Edwards (77: p.359f) critically discusses the role of
the international aid community in Tanzania during that time period. According to him, the aid support
of less favourable policies may have contributed to the weakening of the Tanzanian economy, while

4

Edwards (77) cites Ragnar Nurske, Paul Rosenstein- Rodan, and Albert Hirschman as key thinkers of the planning approach.
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corruption and economic dependency increased at the same time. The author remarks that the
circumstances in Tanzania may represent a classic example of misguided and misallocated financial
aid (as discussed by Easterly (80) and Moyo (81)). A comparable picture arose in Kenya. The 1980s
were characterized by a “stop-and-go relationship” with donors and lenders, describing the difficulties
of Kenya in meeting the Structural Adjustment Loan conditions that they imposed (82: p.20).
Thus, despite (or perhaps because of) the paradigm change that took place in that decade, the 1980s
are also known as the “lost decade” (83), particularly for African countries. Many development gains
from previous decades were lost within this “period of economic stagnation and job losses” (69, p.23).
Moreover, it took countries in SSA more than a decade to return to their pre-crises economic growth
paths (67: p.6). According to Stiglitz (55: p.24), stagnation caused by SAPs took even longer: only after
a quarter of a century were SSA countries able to reach pre-crisis levels of per capita incomes, and
many of them were less industrialized than before.

The Kenyan GDP per capita (in current USD) decreased by about 50% between 1980 and 1993 (7).
Similarly, the Tanzanian nominal GDP shrank by 45% between 1976 and 1991, while the Tanzanian
real income per capita reduced by 15% in this time period. The breakdown of the Tanzanian economy
during that time is also described as “one of the most spectacular economic disintegrations ever” (77:
p.358). It took about one decade for the Tanzanian GDP level of 1976 to be reached again in the year
2000 (77). In the course of the 1990s, the Kenyan and Tanzanian economies started to liberalize and
to open their markets towards the global markets. This was also reflected in their higher integration into
global markets, which has been discussed in Section 1.2. A more detailed description of the status quo
of their current economic situation can also be found in section 1.2.
At the beginning of the 1990s, criticism of western development policy became sharper in the wake of
the post-development discussion. In the opinion of post-developers, the real motivation of the west in
supporting development in “underdeveloped” countries from the Global South consisted of defying the
dangers of expanding socialism, justifying market expansion, and imposing on them a backward version
of their own unsustainable way of life (84). Among the most influential thinkers of the post-development
movement were Sachs (85) and Esteva (86).
In the course of the 1990s and at the beginning of the 21st century, further notions on economic
development appeared. Many of them acknowledged the shortcomings of the Washington Consensus,
especially in the wake of the Asian crisis in the late 1990s. Central to these were the return of state
interventions into economic processes and a greater emphasis on the role of legal frameworks,
governance, and institutions (55: p.3). The abovementioned economic model of China represents a
contrasting practical example to the notions based on the Washington Consensus, because it
emphasises the role of the state by also “using markets” (55: p.23).
Among the most prominent Post-Washington Consensus (and also post-neoclassical) scholars and
approaches (69: p.137) are those on endogenous growth (e.g. Romer (70)) and multiple equilibria (e.g.
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Bardhan (87)), open economy industrialisation (e.g. Justin Lin (88)), new institutional economics (e.g.
North (89) and Acemoglu et al. (90, 91)), and new political economy (92), but also those on behavioural
economics (93–95). Many recent approaches and concepts surrounding economic development have
been elaborated in response to market failures, such as the financial markets during the global financial
crisis of 2007/2008. Overall, these approaches encompass top-down (e.g. Sachs (96) and Easterly (97))
and bottom-up concepts (e.g. Banerjee and Duflo (98)).
The heterogeneity of approaches surrounding how to address and stimulate economic development is
also critically reflected in research on rural electrification programs. In the course of economic
liberalisation and comprehensive structural adjustment measures during the 1980s, governmental
budgets and spending declined in several countries of SSA. Cook (99) identifies this as one of the
reasons why only insufficient investments were made in infrastructure projects. The shift towards a
greater inclusion of the private sector via the enhancement of private investments in electricity utilities
during the 1990s has also not proven to be successful (100: p.306). Many utilities are heavily indebted
and struggle with achieving financial and technical soundness, which is reflected in a poorly maintained
infrastructure that suffers from limited capacity and reliability. Consequently, the ability to invest is
limited. These circumstances also describe quite well the situation of the Tanzanian utility Tanesco in
recent years (101). For decades, electricity sectors in both countries were characterized by large utilities
and regularized by bundled authorities with a focus on on-grid electrification. Inert institutional and
regulatory capacity is reported to still be one of the barriers to energy system transitions and extensions
in developing countries (e.g. Winther et al. (102: p.62f) for the case of Kenya).
As a result, electricity access gains remained low in both countries until recently (see Section 1.2). Thus,
a model (e.g. centralized power generation and grid extension) that has proven to work successfully in
the context of northern countries (and even in China), may not be appropriate to stimulate economic
growth in the context of countries from the Global South (103: p.235, based on 104).
It should be further noted that addressing climate change and compatibility with global climate goals
(e.g. the Paris Agreement of 2015) does not allow countries from the Global South to replicate the
transition patterns of developed countries. This includes the manifestation of achievements. Once again,
it questions the replicability of the economic transformation of China, which relied heavily on fossil fuelpowered energy consumption. Thus, homogenisation in the sense of the adoption of current and past
(western) (energy) consumption patterns and lifestyles is not a sustainable, durable solution (see 50).
Since the late 1990s, holistic approaches to poverty reduction and rural electrification have started to
gain attention. This has implied a shift from the focus on grid extension and low tariffs toward
multidimensional approaches that include decentralized, off-grid technologies but also the support of
activities beyond electrification (105). Among these are awareness campaigns such as training on the
usage of electricity or financial mechanisms that simplify payment and the acquisition of appliances
(105, based on 106). Public-private partnerships in rural electrification projects and new business
models overcoming barriers of low connection rates (e.g. PAYG) have since gained importance.
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Nowadays, there is a broad consensus on the important role of (endogenously given) improved
technologies, learning, and innovation for the enhancement of economic performance (55: p.9, 7, based
on 107, 108, 70). In the process of “learning through innovation”, however, the technical, societal, and
institutional contexts should be considered in order to promote economic development (103: p. 229).
The African Union (8: p.74) identifies a potential for economic development in “Industry 4.0”, triggered
by technological developments and digitalisation that could allow African entrepreneurs to enter “new
modes of production” and gain better access to global markets. However, the opening up of these
opportunities requires comprehensive investments in “technological infrastructure that enhances
innovational systems” (8: p. 74). Conversely, as in the industrialized world, digitization can also mean
that many jobs will be automated in the future, which can pose a threat to existing jobs in the second
economic sector (8: p.75).
In relation to energy system transitions, this implies that advances in technologies could counterbalance
some of the challenges faced in the energy sectors. Yet, the transition and/or the expansion of current
(sometimes inert) energy system infrastructure requires high investment and time, among other factors,
because it must be able to deal with the abovementioned slow institutional capacity development.
Energy system transition should therefore take local conditions into consideration (103). On the other
hand, new research suggests that electricity access gains are not necessarily only dependent on
targeted policy measures (such as grid extension), but rather have arisen from endogenous sources
(such as private markets and private companies, partly also with donor support). Despite institutional
and regulatory barriers, two of the most vibrant off-grid energy markets in the world recently emerged in
Kenya and Tanzania (10). This is at least partly reflected in the increased role of off-grid energy systems
and their impacts on the pre-grid-electrification statuses of households and micro enterprises, as studied
in Chapters 6 and 7. This development also stresses the importance of technologies and innovations
that evolve more independently from institutional frameworks. The next section discusses the
conceptual development from macro to micro measurements of human wellbeing.

2.3 From macro to micro measurements – conceptual approaches to development
“GDP measures everything ‘…except that which makes life worthwhile.5’”

Nowadays, it is widely agreed that economic growth does not necessarily go hand-in-hand with
increased prosperity and/or human wellbeing and welfare (55: p.13). Whereas “income growth” may be
perceived as a “key instrument to achieve higher wellbeing” by enhancing the “wellbeing of selected
segments of the population” 6 not at the expense of others (69, based on 110), it may be inadequate to

(18: p.7, based on Robert F. Kennedy’s speech at the University of Kansas, March 18, 1968)
In their study from 2013, Dollar et al. (109) have shown that three-quarters of the income growth of the bottom 20% is
attributable to general economic growth (69: p 70 based on Dollar et al. (2013) 109).
5
6
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capture the whole complexity of human well-being. For example, there are several non-tradable (public)
goods and services that are of significant importance to wellbeing and economic welfare and are difficult
to measure in monetary terms (e.g. peace, safety, and liberty) (111, 112). Measurements on economic
output expansion, which are mainly derived from “estimates and survey data maintained in a country’s
System of National Accounts (SNA)” (18: p.4) therefore lack essential information. Yet the System of
National Accounts is still a global standard for measuring economic activity.
A recent report from the OECD revealed that the recent economic growth of African countries was
correlated to well-being indicators to a lesser extent compared to the rest of the world (8: p.41). What
do these findings imply for the application of traditional concepts aiming to describe and compare welfare
between nations? And what do the OECD results say about the relationship between economic output
expansion and the development of human wellbeing?
It seems that socio-economic processes do not take place uniformly across boundaries in space and
time. In the Stiglitz-Sen-Fitoussi Commission report from 2009 (113), Stiglitz et al. note that traditional
measures of economic performance are insufficient to reflect structural changes, the rapidly changing
quality of products and services, the distribution of income, consumption and wealth, and non-market
activities. Conventional measures fail to describe societies’ (or individuals’) progress and their social,
economic, political, and environmental challenges. The reliance on solely conventional economic
concepts, measuring market production – economic performance – in monetary terms as an indicator
for well-being and sustainable economic evolution is out-dated: “GDP is an inadequate metric to gauge
well-being over time particularly in its economic, environmental, and social dimensions, some aspects
of which are often referred to as sustainability” (113: p.8). Thus, conventional development indicators
are commonly perceived as being too flawed to provide instructive guidance for decision makers.
Instead, there should be measures whose metrics take into account the heterogeneity of countries (e.g.
the abovementioned geographic conditions) and address political (including government and services),
social and environmental sustainability (55: p.13). The issue of equitable and democratic development
should also be considered in the reflection of societal transformation (55: p.5).
A rough overview of the development of important conceptual steps in describing human wellbeing and
welfare is given in Figure 6. Traditional welfare concepts include aggregated measures such as those
on the GDP, GNP or GNI (per capita).
The idea of transformative concepts that go “beyond GDP” goes back even further than the Stiglitz-SenFitoussi Commission report from 2009 (113). The 1970s and the emerging notions of “basic needs” and
quality of life indexes are cited as starting points for the development of more complex concepts on
human well-being (114, 115). In contrast to merely focusing on income or economic output, these early
concepts on basic needs went beyond and suggested the inclusion of measures on “access to food,
water, shelter, clothing, sanitation, education and health care” (115: p.34) when studying the progress
of societies. In his essay from 1978, Morris (114: p.34, based on 116: p.226) noted that the “trickle down”
effects of (slow) income growth on the wellbeing of the poorest did not materialize, particularly in
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developing countries. Moreover, he observed that indicators of wellbeing and income growth seemed
to be less correlated. Aiming to address the constraints of traditional welfare concepts, he introduced
his idea on the “Physical Quality of Life Index (PQLI)”, which ranks countries based on their composite
measures on literacy, infant mortality, and life expectancy.

Figure 6. From GDP to SDG
Source: Author’s elaboration

Official measurements on human development achieved conceptual depth with the inclusion of a more
humanistic perspective and the “enlargement of choices” that “go well beyond traditional liberalism” by
emphasising the need for actions to “strengthen human capabilities” (117: p.2, 118: p.10). The
capabilities approach (“capabilities and functionings” in Figure 6) by Sen (119) represents a key
contribution to the conceptualisation of human development by placing an emphasis on the expansion
of freedoms, which is derived from the improvement of human beings’ (individual and subjective)
capabilities and their objective conditions (120, 69: p.69).
In 1990, the UNDP introduced the most prominent and still widely used welfare index to rank countries:
The Human Development Index (HDI) (121). Covering the fields of health, education and standard of
living, the index composites country-level indicators on life expectancy at birth, educational attainment,
and PPP-adjusted per capita income to a single average index, whereby it attaches equally distributed
weights to all indicators. The equal distribution of weights is regarded as one of the major weaknesses
of the HDI from 1990 (122: p.15, 123). In 2010, the HDI definition was updated by including more
indicators and shifting from an “arithmetic (additive) mean to a geometric (multiplicative) mean” (69,
p.65). It thereby increased in significance because it “limits substitution possibilities across dimensions
of basic needs” (69, p.65). Moreover, it is now adjusted to contain information regarding inequality.
However, the abovementioned weakness concerning weighting is still present in the modified HDI (69,
p.65).
Since 1990, several approaches have emerged capturing the multidimensionality of “human
development” and aiming to replace conventional measures of wellbeing. Among the newer concepts
are the Multidimensional Index of Poverty (MPI) (124), the Better Life Index from the OECD (125) but
also the sets of global multiple goals, targets and indicators of the United Nations’ MDGs (126) and
SDGs (127). The MDGs were perceived as “reductionist” and still follow a top-down approach by having

21

a “narrow focus on meeting basic needs” and “a relevance limited to least developed countries” without
considering local conditions and “structural and root causes of poverty” (128: p.8-9).
On the other hand, the SDGs are transformative and broader in terms of including many sectors and
going beyond poverty reduction, aiming to “break out of the North-South political divide” (128: p.10). As
discussed in Section 2.1, northern countries also suffer from a rise in socio-economic inequalities, such
as income inequalities, and are also affected by ecosystem limits. Therefore, the “consensus global
norm concerning both the ends and means of development” (128: p.5), the global agenda on the SDGs,
not only refers to countries from the Global South but also encompasses the development of northern
countries.
There is an on-going discussion regarding the prioritisation of SDGs and the overlaps between them. In
their 2018 report, Randers et al. (49: p.36) note that in order to achieve the SDGs by 2030, decisionmakers need to rethink their strategies and priorities. They conclude that following conventional growthfocused strategies only encompasses “weak incentives” to achieve all the SDGs. On the contrary, they
determine that some progress will be made in terms of the eradication of poverty and hunger, but these
targets will not be achieved until 2050 and come at the cost of other SDGs and planetary boundaries.
Consequently, human wellbeing would be undermined in the long run. They therefore call for a
systematic implementation of measures addressing SDGs that consider potential trade-off effects.
In general, it is still under debate whether the focus should be on comprehensive multidimensional
indexes (such as the HDI or MPI), a set of indicators (such as the MDGs or SDGs), or a “dashboard” of
isolated indicators (55, 113, 115) to monitor progress. Aggregated multidimensional (or “mashup” (129))
indexes have the advantage of simplifying the measurements to compiled indicators that allow a concise
picture of wellbeing at a glance. However, their “mashup” character may not be useful for setting
priorities in the development and implementation of policies (122). Additionally, composite indexes may
lack essential information necessary to cover all the relevant dimensions of poverty (122).
On the other hand, a collection of multiple indicators may help to overcome these weaknesses, e.g. by
providing more specific information on various dimensions of poverty that can be monitored
independently from each other. However, these may be less concise than a single index and challenges
regarding the heterogeneity of indicators and the selection of the indicator dimension level persist.
Moreover, it should be noted that quantitative indicators are by nature “reductionist” because the
quantification of a complex social reality only allows part of the “full social objective” to be depicted (128:
p.7, based on 130, 131, 132). Furthermore, the process of quantification and measurement is
constrained by data availability and the capacities and (financial) recourses required to collect and
elaborate data (128), which is particularly a major barrier in developing countries (see Jerven (15, 26)).
Newer data mining techniques (e.g. based on satellite imagery and Big Data analytics) are gaining
importance in measuring different aspects of development (133).
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To better reflect and understand the dynamics at the root, there is a call for a stronger emphasis on
microeconomic behaviours and conditions to serve as a basis for the development of effective
instruments for poverty reduction from the bottom-up (98). This call reflects the status quo of conceptual
development described in Section 2.2, which includes behavioural economics.
More specifically, Duflo et al. (98) ask for randomized controlled trials (RCTs) to obtain a better
understanding of the societal context, local conditions and needs. RCTs enable innovative development
interventions to be experimentally tested, and can thereby give valuable insights into the effectiveness
of interventions (134). They are particularly recommended for implementation if unobservable factors
that change over time could have an influence on the impact of the intervention (134: p.47f.). However,
RCTs are very difficult to conduct, or are simply not applicable on the macro level due to the requirement
of random assignment and random sampling. This is why research methods addressing the macro level
are rarely conducted in an experimental research setting (55: p.2). Furthermore, while the internal
validity of the conclusions may be quite robust, the procedure may lack external validity by having
“limited real world relevance” (134: p.45). Thereby, interventions that turned out to be successful in the
area of investigation may not lead to comparable results in other development contexts (103, based on
135).
For the rollout of infrastructure projects such as rural electrification, experimental research methods,
which randomly assign units to treatment or not, may be difficult to implement for political and ethical
reasons. Non-experimental research methods or quasi-experimental methods help to overcome these
constraints by simultaneously addressing the problems of endogeneity and are therefore more
frequently applied in impact evaluation research on (rural) electrification.
Being based on a quasi-experimental method, namely PSM, the studies in Chapters 6 and 7 contribute
to this research field. However, recently, despite the aforementioned concerns, experimental research
designs have also become more popular in this research field (discussed in more detail in Chapters 6
and 7). The next section deals with the energy development nexus on the macro scale.

2.4 The energy development nexus on the macro scale
As previously discussed, despite the weaknesses of conventional concepts measuring economic
performance and welfare, the implications of research findings based on these notions are still of the
highest relevance as they continue to form the basis for policy measures, negotiations, planning, and
so on. This is certainly also due to the fact that the database on newer concepts is still relatively thin
and needs to be expanded, also with regard to countries from the Global South.
The motivation behind many electrification projects is to promote economic growth through increased
energy production and consumption, which should in turn contribute to reducing poverty. The importance
of energy is also reflected in SDG No. 7, which is interlinked with the development of many other SDGs
(49: p.31). Vera identifies that 125 out of the 169 targets of the entire agenda on SDGs are associated
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with the goal to “ensure access to affordable, reliable, sustainable, and modern energy for all” (136:
p.XII, based on 137).
On the other hand, measures to tackle climate change (such as decarbonisation) may impact economic
activities and energy security. Thus, there is a need to understand and describe the mechanisms
between energy consumption and economic output (expansion) in order to address questions of poverty
reduction and energy efficiency and security in a sustainable manner.
Findings on causality are supposed to be key for the formulation of policies. For example, it is important
to know what kinds of effects (if any) the actions addressing energy conservation or energy efficiency
measures, such as Kyoto mechanisms and policies closely aligned with the Paris Agreement’s longterm goals, may have on the economic power of implementing nations, or vice versa, how an economic
recession may impact energy consumption. In particular, the latter plays a role in the context of the study
carried out in Chapter 4, which takes into account the period of the global economic crisis of 2007/2008.
There is broad consensus that economic activity and energy usage are related (138), but there is doubt
concerning the causality of the relationship. The nexus between energy and economic output, EGN, has
been studied extensively in the last four decades (139: p.3)7. Likewise, the nexus between economic
output and electricity consumption, a subsection of energy consumption, has been studied intensively
with no uniform conclusions regarding the causality of this relationship (141, 142).
Typically, researchers studying EGN distinguish between four hypotheses to test the causal linkages
between energy and economic variables: neutrality, feedback, growth, and conservation (141, 143,
144). In the case of support for the neutrality hypothesis, researchers have not determined a statistically
significant causal relationship between the variables under detection. This finding implies that changes
related to energy variables (e.g. caused by environmental policies) should have no impact, or only have
a minor impact, on economic variables. For example, economic growth would not be hampered or
promoted by changes in electricity consumption if it were only of minor (statistically not significant)
importance for the development of economic output (145, based on 146).
In contrast, in the case of support for the feedback hypothesis, changes in energy variables impact the
economic variables and vice versa. The factors are considered to be complementary and as behaving
bi-directionally to each other. Due to the multiple interaction possibilities between the variables, (139:
p.4) see difficulties in deriving ‘specific’ policy recommendations by only knowing about the significant
existence of this type of relationship.
There is a unidirectional Granger causality running from energy to GDP in the case of support for the
growth hypothesis: the development of the economy depends on energy. This direction of the
relationship is in line with the perspective of ecological economists who consider energy as a critical
input factor for economic output expansion (147: p.30). In this context, it is important to note that this
7

The pioneering study on Granger causality between income and energy of Kraft and Kraft (140) is usually mentioned as a
starting point in literature.
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hypothesis may stand in stark contradiction to the empirical evidence of the decoupling effect (139: p.8),
which describes the decoupling of economic growth from energy consumption in decarbonising
economies. Bacon et al. (2) argue that some studies supporting the growth hypothesis are misleading
in terms of interpreting energy conservation as being negatively associated with GDP expansion.
Therefore, they call for the application of econometric methods that allow a differentiation of the reasons
for energy conservation, such as “a shift along the production function” that has been promoted through
technical progress, e.g. in terms of improved energy efficiency, or a shock in energy prices. Both cases
may lead to lower energy consumption but may also have differing effects on economic output (2: p.30).
Conversely, the hypothesis on conservation describes a unidirectional causal relationship from GDP to
energy. This describes the case where the economy is less dependent on energy, but energy usage is
determined by the development of the economy and may be considered as an intermediate good (139).
This is in line with the notion of mainstream economists who do not consider energy as a determining
primary factor in economic production in any time period (139), as opposed to the factors of capital,
labor and land (147: p.28, based on 148).
However, as mentioned before, findings concerning causality between energy consumption and
economic output are not uniform across studies. Smyth and Narayan (2014) (149) in particular observe
mixed evidence in studies testing Granger causality, which is also the focus of the study in Chapter 4,
due to differences in model specifications, econometric approaches and institutional framework
conditions in different countries. At least the application of an augmented production function model,
which considers economic output as a function of capital, labour, and energy consumption, is currently
a common standard in research on EGN (149: p.354).
Due to the large number of publications in the field that have largely heterogeneous results, some
researchers argue that there is little to no added value to the sciences in further studies that study the
relationship between energy and economic variables (149, 150).
However, upcoming studies introducing methodological novelties (described in more detail in Section
3.1) or dealing with more disaggregated data sets and new concepts are still considered valid
contributions to research and important guidelines for policy measures (139). Research at the threshold
between the energy sector and economic activity is still of the utmost relevance when taking into account
recent developments, such as the electrification of the transport sector or the accelerated spread of
innovative (energy supply-related) technologies (151). This also underlines the increasing role of
electricity compared to other energy sources.
More recent research not only studies the nexus between energy variables and economic variables, but
also considers environmental aspects and controls for regime shifts in forms of structural breaks in time
series data (139: p.22, 149: p.354).
In line with the targets set by the Kyoto Protocol and the Paris Agreement, variables reflecting EGN
include those dealing with renewable energy sources or environmental pollution (e.g. as an input or by-
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product of production) (2), whereas measurements of economic power also include newer concepts of
GDP (152: p.151). The inclusion of environmental parameters (such as carbon dioxide and sulphur
dioxide emissions) shows the proximity of research on EGN to research on EKC (Environmental Kuznets
Curve), which describes research on the nexus between economic output expansion and environmental
degradation (139: p.9).
Newer generation studies include more (refined) variables in their models, such as (international) trade,
financial development (e.g. measured by foreign direct investment), pricing structures, population
growth, urbanisation, and different energy types and fuels (e.g. electricity (as a tradable good)), but also
less common indicators such as militarisation and tourism development (153, 149: p.354). As will be
discussed in more detail below, frameworks that include more than two variables determining production
and demand of GDP and energy (e.g. energy prices as control variables) are considered to be suitable
for addressing potential biases (2).
Figure 7 displays the research framework of the study in Chapter 4. It deals with a bivariate research
framework by analysing the relationship between per capita GDP and electric power consumption in
Kenya. The arrows between the variables in Figure 7 symbolize the type of relationships in the sense
of the hypotheses on growth, conservation, and feedback described above. It should be noted that
electric power consumption represents a fraction of total energy consumption. Thus, the effects of
energy consumption outside the power sector on Kenyan economic performance are not taken into
account here. However, recent trends indicate that the importance of electricity in total energy
consumption is expected to increase in the future (139: p.26).

Figure 7. Bivariate research framework
Source: Author

The study in Chapter 4 delivers important insights into the research field, not only by relying on an
enhanced econometric approach and considering an extended time period compared to other studies
(discussed in more detail in Sections 3.1 and 4) but also because it represents a perspective that
contrasts with the micro perspective. Thereby, the reader gains a comprehensive overview and
understanding of the mechanisms that work on both levels.
One of the conclusions of the study in Chapter 4 is that more and disaggregated data is needed to get
a profound idea about the conditions, drivers, and barriers at the bottom of economic development and

26

its interplay with electricity. This is a particularly challenging task, because indicators should reflect
activities, which, in the context of countries from the Global South, often take place in the hidden and
informal sector. For example, in his study of Turkey from 2008, Karanfil (154) observed that
differentiating between official GDP measures and proxies of unrecorded economic activities in research
on EGN may lead to mixed results concerning the relationships, which questions the reliability of findings
that are based on official data records. Furthermore, it should be considered that the aggregate of
electric power consumption also includes consumption for (non-)productive uses (e.g. on the household
level) that may not necessarily contribute to output expansion but improve the living quality and thereby
contribute to poverty reduction. This underlines the importance of research conducted on the micro level,
which will be discussed in more detail in the next section.

2.5 The electricity development nexus on the micro scale in the framework of the theory
of change – from access to electricity to enhanced welfare
In research on the evidence of the impacts of (rural) electrification, researchers frequently refer to the
theory of change to analyse and make explicit the (un-)intended causal effects (and spill-over effects)
of electricity consumption on selected indicators for a defined population. The framework of the theory
of change displays the channels – from inputs to activities to outputs, (intermediate) outcomes, and
longer-term goals – through which an input factor or intervention becomes theoretically effective. Both
direct and indirect impacts of interventions describe the final stage of a causal chain and are, in contrast
to outcomes, long term and can be negative or positive (134). Along the whole “result chain”,
assumptions play a crucial role and need to be specified at each step or linkage. The concept of theory
of change allows multi-directional relationships to be taken into account, such as feedback loops and is
therefore not restricted to a one-dimensional perspective (as also addressed in Chapter 7). Commonly
studied impact indicators of electricity use are the income, education, energy expenditures/savings,
health, and time savings of households, enterprises, and (public) institutions.
To get an idea of a framework in the sense of theory of change, Figure 8 shows a result chain (Author,
based on 155: p.21). The analyses undertaken in the present work differ in terms of their levels, namely
the macro and micro levels. As described above, on the macro level, this work examines the type and
direction of the relationship between GDP and electric power consumption (see Section 2.4 and Chapter
4), while on the micro level, it assesses the impacts of electricity consumption on households and micro
enterprises (see Chapters 5 to 8). As shown in Figure 8, electric power consumption theoretically has
final impacts on human and private sector development through diverse channels; on welfare outcomes.
Electricity is seen here as an intervention for the intervention´s “beneficiaries” – households, institutions,
and enterprises.
The channels through which this intervention is supposed to become effective are manifold but,
according to the way they are displayed and studied here, are assumed to be one-dimensional. The
blue arrows indicate the relationships and links that are in the focus of the present study. The treatment
outcomes studied in Chapter 6 and 7 encompass the (intermediary) outcome of lighting, namely study
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time of children after darkness, usage time of the most frequently owned appliances, energy
expenditures, and operational time of microenterprises. In Chapter 8, the effects of electricity outages
are studied in the context of lighting. It should be noted that the socio-economic effects of (grid)
electrification may become effective at a much later time, which is why households may have higher
inter-temporal discount rates than electrification planners. For example, parents may discount the
effects of electrification on their children´s evening study time and their future income on a higher level
than planners (156: p.5). This may lead to a substantial gap between electricity demand estimations and
real electricity demand, a challenge that will be discussed in more detail in Chapter 9.

Figure 8. Result chain framework
Source: Author, based on (155: p.21)

3. Methodological foundation
3.1 Establishing causality and co-integration in the nexus between energy and
economic variables
While there has been extensive research on co-integration and the causality linkages between economic
variables and energy variables (141, 142, 144), there is still no consensus concerning the type and
direction of the relationship. As recently critically surveyed by (157: p.356), the energy economics
literature relies on myriad econometric methods to study the nexus, yet still with mixed results
concerning causality and/or long-term relationships.

28

Methods to analyse co-integration and causal relationships in the field of EGN encompass bi- and
multivariate research frameworks, deal with short- and/or long-term panel and/or time series data, and
involve single- and/ or multi-country studies. Due to constraints on data availability, many researchers
rely on studying the multi-country case by pooling (annual) time series data in the framework of panel
models. For example, relying on a panel co-integration method (158), pooled annual time series data
for energy consumption and economic growth for 40 SSA countries for the years between 1980 and
2007 were used to study the relationship on the regional level.
Table 3 displays an overview of the most popular methods applied in research on this field, these include
the approaches used in this study in Chapter 4 (displayed here in bold).

Granger causality
-

Vector autoregressive model (VAR)

-

Vector error correction (VEC)

-

Autoregressive distributed lag bounds test (ARDL)

-

Bootstrapped

-

Pairwise

-

Toda–Yamamoto

-

Dolado - Lutkepohl

Sim causality
Hsiao causality
Co-integration
-

Johansen–Juselius co-integration

-

Engle–Granger

Dynamic panel estimation
Dynamic simultaneous equation panel data models
Panel causality
Panel data with structural breaks
Bootstrap panel unit root tests
OLS regression
Dynamic panel causality
Panel co-integration
-

Pedroni panel co-integration

Vector error correction model
Error correction model
Parametric and nonparametric test
Forecast error variance decomposition
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Dynamic modelling
Computable general equilibrium (CGE) modelling

Table 3. Overview of the methodologies applied in research on EGN
Source: Author, based on (157: p.357-358)
According to Tsani & Menegaki(157), the application of CGE models has recently been on the rise to
better reflect the complexities of the dynamics interacting at the threshold between energy consumption
and economic output expansion. Thereby, a longer time period can be analysed and a disaggregation
on the sectorial level as well as a representation of different interacting actors becomes possible (157,
p.362).
Smyth and Narayan (149: p.356) propose that future research should study the regime-dependency of
co-integration, long-run estimations, and Granger causality between energy and economic variables to
identify whether the detected findings are tied to certain economic cycles. Furthermore, they propose
that future studies should analyse whether the findings on these relationships change with time, and
thus are time-varying. Smyth and Narayan (149) also suggest deepening the research knowledge in
modelling the forecasting potential of energy variables, structural breaks, and non-linear data in existing
research frameworks.
In their survey on meta-analyses examining the EGN literature, Hajko et al. (139: p.18) detected that
research on the linkage between energy and economic variables is “subject to major methodological
deficiencies, publication, and misspecification biases” (p.18). This has also been observed by Bacon et
al. (2: p.27, p.31f), who identify an omission of (explanatory) variables and the misspecification of the
models, which may lead to a misidentification of (non-causal patterns (see 159) as one of the greatest
weaknesses of research done on the links between energy (or electricity) consumption and GDP.
Moreover, Bacon et al. (2: p.30f) attribute heterogeneity in results concerning causal relationships
between energy and economic output to “simultaneity”. This describes the case where studies do not
consider the possibility of reverse relationships but focus their model only on the “growth” approach.
They further identify the non-stationarity of data, measurement errors, and heterogeneity as major
sources of biases. The issue of heterogeneity arises when researchers rely on a panel research
framework. Researchers have to ensure that the heterogeneity among the countries of the panel is
taken into account to be able to derive meaningful implications on the country level.
Despite the call for more multivariate models to better reflect the complexities at the EGN (see 160 for
example), those models may not be immune to error susceptibility. On the contrary, multivariate models
may be vulnerable to “over-parameterization and loss of degrees of freedom”, leading to biases in
estimations (149: p.356). Therefore, despite the abovementioned weakness of potentially omitting
variables, the focus on a bi-variate model framework studying a single country can be advantageous,
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especially when dealing with a small sample size. It simplifies the process in order to derive insightful
policy implications for the individual country under study.
The analysis on Kenya in Chapter 4 tests (non-)Granger causality via a VAR, modelling the economic
functions, and the augmented Toda-Yamamoto procedure, which also takes into account structural
breaks and statistical checks on the stationarity of time series data. To give further merit to the results,
the study in Chapter 4 also conducts the Johansen–Juselius test on co-integration. Whereas model
specification is comparatively simple, the study contributes to the literature by also considering shifts in
the time series data, which includes the period of the global financial crisis. The consideration and
modelling of structural breaks within the present research frameworks on EGN play and will play a key
role in future studies (149: p.356).
Menegaki and Tsani (152: p.165-166, 161), identify different levels of research in the EGN literature. As
displayed in Figure 9, on the first level they distinguish between studies dealing with aggregated and/or
disaggregated energy consumption data. The study presented in Chapter 4 analyses the relationship
between economic development and electric power consumption (see Figure 9), and therefore deals
with a disaggregated level of energy consumption.

Figure 9. Different levels of research in the EGN literature
Source: Author, based on Menegaki and Tsani (152: p.166)
However, at this stage, it should be noted that disaggregation only refers to the fact that the indicator
presenting electric power consumption forms a subpart of energy consumption and still consists of data
on a highly aggregated level, which may hide or not contain essential information on electricity
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consumption (as reflected and discussed in Chapter 4 and section 2.2). As previously mentioned, it
further does not include the effects of energy consumption outside the power sector.
Secondly, Menegaki and Tsani (152, 161) differ between studies that distinguish in terms of their findings
the aforementioned four hypotheses, for which many EGN papers test. Following these criteria, the
study in Chapter 4 belongs to the supporters of the neutrality and growth hypotheses. Moreover, being
based on the case of Kenya, the study presented in Chapter 4 belongs to the group of single-country
studies. Menegaki and Tsani (152: p.148, p.150) advise considering single-country studies as “equally
important” compared to multi-country studies when dealing with low-income countries because of the
implications of the studies’ results for national policy making, which may not be universally applicable
across countries.
The case study of Kenya becomes particularly important when one takes into account the fact that cases
from developing countries are studied with much less frequency (see 141, 149). Therefore, being a
single-country study, the findings and implications can be transferred to countries with similar
geographical, “energy and economic traits” (p.362), such as the Sub-Saharan East African country
Tanzania (152: p.362). The next section concerns the theoretical foundations of the micro perspective
of this thesis.

3.2 Evaluation problem
The attribution gap displayed in Figure 10 describes one of the most challenging problems for impact
evaluation researchers: the situation in which researchers are not able to clearly ‘attribute’ the impact to
‘only’ (or even at all) to the previously given input in order to isolate the genuine, causal effect of an
intervention from other influencing factors. The major purpose of a rigorous impact evaluation is to
“attribute the effectiveness” of an intervention, which can be achieved by comparing the actual scenario
to a counterfactual situation (134, p.4).

Figure 10. Research result chain framework – micro level
Source: Author, based on (155: p.21)
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Figure 11 illustrates the idea of a quantitative impact evaluation (134). It describes one of the greatest
challenges that researchers face when dealing with an ex-post impact evaluation of an intervention at
the time t+1: The identification of the outcome measure Y

0

t+1

of the counterfactual scenario, which

describes the situation in the absence of a treatment or an intervention, is – in contrast to the postintervention outcome measure Y

1

t+1 –

unobserved. Conversely, the observed outcome Y

1

t+1

may be

distorted by the impacts of unobservable factors (confounders).
For example, observable or unobservable (personal) characteristics and contexts may lead to
placement and selection biases. There is placement bias when the intervention was not randomly
addressed to the participants but, for example, intentionally placed following a political plan. Selection
bias happens when participants select themselves to be recipients of the treatment. Further, there could
be spillover effects running (in-)directly from the treated to the counterfactual units. However, the actual
outcome or causal effect that is solely attributable to the intervention (illustrated by the “impact” in Figure
11) is described by the difference between Y 1 t+1 and Y 0 t+1. To be able to estimate the causal effect(s),
the impact evaluators need to establish a profound statistical framework that allows them to identify valid
counterfactuals by overcoming the aforementioned bias(es).

Figure 11. Idea of a quantitative impact evaluation
Source: Author, based on (134: p.32)
Researchers must ensure that counterfactual units are as identical as possible to the treated units. This
is certainly not possible with the same observational unit; an intervention cannot be studied in two
different situations at the same time or before and after an intervention where all parameters are fixed
and no changes have occurred.
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Equally, simply comparing units with and without exposure to the intervention is highly complicated due
to differing initial characteristics and contexts of the units that may not be observed. Simple with- and
without or before and after comparisons (so-called reflexive comparisons) are not adequate to capture
outcomes that can only be attributed to the treatment, even if there may be a correlation between the
intervention and the outcome observable (134). Rosenbaum et al. (162: p.41) define this as a "missing
data problem". It is also specified as the fundamental problem of causal inference (163). For that reason,
effects cannot be studied on the individual level and the evaluation problem is commonly addressed at
the population level (164).
Methods of impact evaluation addressing the challenge of identifying appropriate counterfactuals
include experimental designs, quasi-experimental methods, and regression-based approaches, but also
qualitative methodologies such as participatory impact assessments (134).
Theoretically, the most suitable research design to tackle bias and influencing factors is randomly
chosen research units, however, practical research cannot always achieve this. As mentioned in Section
2.3, in research on (rural) electrification, an experimental research framework, such as simple RCT, is
difficult to implement due to ethical reasons, e.g. when a household is randomly assigned to gain access
to electricity whereas another is not. This may also be one reason why experimental research on the
impacts of (rural) electrification is still limited (105). However, cluster RCTs can help overcome this
weakness by assigning the intervention on a higher level, e.g. the village or regional levels. Yet, political
problems can arise at this level of assignment. Moreover, this approach cannot be applied ex-post
intervention (or only in cases of encouragement designs) (134). Nevertheless, recently, there has been
an increase in research work done on the experimental level (165).
Non-experimental methods that address the identification of counterfactuals encompass quasiexperimental research methods and regression-based approaches. Quasi-experimental research
methods to establish counterfactual or comparison groups include, propensity score analysis (PSA),
difference-in-differences (DiD), synthetic controls and regression discontinuity designs. PSA is in the
focus on this paper (Chapters 4 and 5) and is discussed in more detail in the next section.

3.3 Theoretical foundation – propensity score analysis
An experimental research framework is rarely applicable in the present research setting. Ex-post
electrification data from the Mufindi study (Chapters 5 to 8) does not allow treatment and control groups
to be established for the purpose of treatment effect analysis. Therefore, two studies in this thesis
(Chapters 6 and 7) rely on propensity score analysis (PSA). PSA encompasses propensity score
matching (PSM), propensity score stratification (PSS) and weighting (PSW), but is here limited to PSM.
PSM is based on the "potential outcome approach” or Roy-Rubin-Model (166: p.33, based on 167 and
168) and can be seen as a “provider of imputations for the potential outcomes” (169: p.100).
The PSM method allows the construction of one or more statistical counterfactual(s) or comparison
group(s) based on the calculated probability of participating ("balancing score" or "propensity score") in
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the intervention (here (mini-)grid-based electrification). For that purpose, researchers need to identify
the units (e.g. individuals, households, enterprises, communities, region, etc.) that share pertinent
observable (pre-treatment) characteristics that are not affected by the intervention. These observable
characteristics or observed covariates are assumed to reflect the probability of being exposed to the
intervention, and thus affect the treatment selection, and to have an effect on the outcome.
In the case of many covariates, it is not possible to match all of them because of the "curse of
dimensionality". In order to address this limitation, Rosenbaum et al. (162: p.43) suggest calculating the
balancing scores as vectors of these determinants. The propensity score is the "conditional probability"
on which units have the same probability to be either part of the treatment or the control group. Two
crucial conditions that have to be fulfilled to establish a valid PSM are the conditional independence
assumption (CIA) and condition on common support (CCS).

3.3.1. Conditional independence assumption (CIA)
Factors that are not observed should not have an influence on the intervention. Consequently, they
should not have an impact on the outcomes, which is the so-called conditional independence or unconfoundedness (166: p.35, based on 170 and 162). The assignment to the intervention should be
strongly ignorable (162: p.43).
Ideally, there should be no systematic differences between comparing the participating and nonparticipating units before the intervention. It is therefore of essential importance to collect data on a
highly informative level8, which in the best case should not change over time and come from the same
sources (171), such as the same questionnaire being applied (166). Given the observed covariates, it
implies (162, based on 172: p.2):
(Yi1 ; Yi0) ⊥ zi I xi.

(1)

3.3.2. Condition on common support (CCS)
Given the balancing score b(x), Rosenbaum et al. (162) assume that the conditional distribution of the
pre-treatment characteristics x is the same for treated and non-treated units:
x ⊥ z I b(x).

(2)

This condition forms the basis for the matching procedure and ensures a meaningful comparison
between the treated and non-treated units. The condition on common support implies that there should
be as much coincidence as possible in the distribution of the propensity scores of participating and nonparticipating units. Units with the same observed covariates X have a positive probability of being both
participants and non-participants. Thereby, the researcher can identify matching (non-)participants. If

8

Highly informative data describes here the pre-treatment characteristics of households and enterprises that need to be
collected to be able to construct comparison groups (e.g. household conditions).
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this condition were not to be fulfilled, the outcome of the unobserved units would not "even logically
exist" and the treatment effect could not be estimated.

3.3.3 Average treatment effect
The calculated mean difference between the outcomes of these two matched groups is interpreted as
the (population) average intervention or treatment effect. In line with Rosenbaum et al. (162: p.43), the
estimation of the effect is defined as an "unbiased estimate of the average treatment effect" (ATE), and
the expected difference in the group responses to treatment or non-treatment as:
E(r1) I zi = 1 – E(r0) I zi = 0;

(3)

where E describes the expected values in the population and r1 or r0 describe the responses r of the
units being treated zi = 1 or not having received a treatment (also called control units) zi = 0. Units have
been selected randomly. This can also be written as:
E(Yi1) I zi = 1 - E(Yi0 ) I zi = 0;

(4)

where Yi describes the expected outcomes.
However, as this study deals with the non-random targeting of electrification, it is restricted to a
subsample of the population. Therefore, the analysis considers "alternate treatment effects", the
"treatment-on-the-treated" effects (TOT) or "average treatment effects on the treated" (ATT):
E(Yi1) I zi = 1 - E(Yi0 ) I zi = 1;

(5)

treatment effect for treated unit i = outcomei (observed) - outcomei (unobserved) or treatment effect for
non-treated unit i = outcomei (unobserved) - outcomei (observed), where only the expected observed
and potential outcomes Y of the units being treated zi = 1 are considered.
On the other hand, there are also the treatment effects of the units not being exposed to the intervention,
the "average treatment effect on the untreated" (ATC), which is:
E(Yi1) I zi = 0 - E(Yi0 ) I zi = 0;

(6)

where only the expected observed and potential outcomes of Y of the units not being treated zi = 0 are
studied.
In a totally randomized setting and in experimental research, ATE, ATT and ATC are equal and therefore
interchangeable. However, in the present research setting, the types of treatment effects could differ
substantially due to the aforementioned presence of selection bias, which includes hidden and nonobserved biases. This is also why a subsequent sensitivity analysis rounding off the analysis is of crucial
importance (169: p.11, based on 173 and 162).
Furthermore, an estimation of the ATE in the population may not be the focus of many researchers
because they could also include (non-)participants that are not eligible or not targets of the treatment or
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program to be studied (e.g. if a program addresses only low-income households, the random inclusion
of high-income households in the estimation of impacts may not reflect the intention of the intervention
(166: p.34, 164: p.443f). Therefore, the ATT are the most frequently studied treatment effects in
development research (169) and are also the focus of the present thesis. The next section describes
the steps involved in PSM.

3.4 Implementation – propensity score matching
The implementation of PSM involves several steps (see Figure 12 below) and followed the procedure
given by Leite et al. (169). The analysis starts with the identification of covariates for the estimation of
the propensity scores. The model specification has to fulfil the aforementioned criteria of CIA. The next
step involves the estimation of the propensity scores, which are based on the specified covariates. Then,
the units are matched to their propensity scores. In the case of binary treatment, which refers to the
cases studied in chapters 6 and 7, participating and non-participating units are matched based on their
single propensity score. By matching processes, a comparison of the effects of the intervention on
participating and non-participating groups becomes possible.

Figure 12. Implementation steps in PSM
Source: Author, based on (166)
The propensity score analysis in Chapter 6 puts its focus on the “genetic matching” procedure, while in
chapter 7 the study applies different matching methods. These methods encompass “one-to-one” and
“one-to-many greedy matching” with replacement, which means that one grid connected case can be
matched to one or more not-grid connected case(s) and is put back into the group of observations for
further matchings. Additionally, the “greedy matching” methods applied here consider a caliper of 0.25
standard deviations. Within this caliper, the methods look for the nearest propensity scores of un-treated
units to be matched to the propensity scores of treated units. This is why the methods are also known
as a “nearest neighbor within caliper matching procedures”. The study in Chapter 7 also conducts
“genetic matching” based on covariates and propensity scores “with replacement and no caliper” and
“optimal matching”. According to Leite et al. (169), “greedy matching” does not strive for optimal
matching, thus matching quality is not the focus of this specific method. However, the use of the “greedy
matching” method is advantageous as less stringent assumptions have to be fulfilled. On the other hand,
“genetic matching” and “optimal matching” ensure a higher matching quality (169). The next step
involves checking the fulfilment of CCS. If enough common support is identified, checks on matching

37

quality or on covariate balance and estimation of treatment effects follow. Finally, the results are
examined with regard to their robustness by relying on a subsequent sensitivity analysis.
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ABSTRACT
Kenya is one of the fastest growing economies of the African continent. In 2014, nearly 36 %
of the total population had access to electricity. Although electric power access is still far away
from universal in the country, analysis of time series data shows that electrification in Kenya is
taking place at a faster rate than ever before. Time series data can often be interrupted by events,
which need to be reflected in the process of analysis. This is rarely done in research on SubSaharan Africa. This paper analyses the causal relationship between GDP and electric power
consumption per capita using time series data from 1971 to 2014. To test that relationship, the
study makes use of the augmented Toda Yamamoto non Granger causality and Johansen
cointegration tests. The study also controls for structural breaks and allows for non-stationarity
in the time series data. No causal relationship between GDP and electric power consumption
per capita for the whole period in Kenya is detected. The cointegration analysis that controls
for a break confirms the results for the whole sample of Kenya. These results indicate that,
electric power saving policies or electricity shortages should not have a negative impact on
GDP. However, a uni-directional relationship running from electric power consumption to GDP
is established when a subsample, encompassing the period between 1971 and the identified
break year of 2000, is studied. Based on this finding, electricity shortages or saving policies
might have negative impacts on economic output expansion. Controlling for structural breaks
is critical to achieving robust results. Knowledge of the causality between electricity
consumption and economic output growth while considering the presence of structural breaks
facilitates the work of planners, regulators and investors with respect to electrification planning.
More disaggregated data is needed to better reflect real electricity consumption and the ongoing
economic transition in Kenya.
Keywords
(Non-) Granger causality, Toda Yamamoto procedure, Cointegration analysis, Structural
breaks, Sub-Saharan Africa, Electric power consumption, GDP
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1. Introduction
On a global level, electrification rose from below 75 % in 1990 to approximately 85 % in 2014
and is projected to increase to 91 % in 2030 ([1] based on IEA’s New Policies Scenario).
However, in 2014, more than 1.061 billion people worldwide - half of them located in Africa
(excluding Northern Africa) - still lacked access to electricity [1]. In some African regions,
electricity access gains have been outpaced by population growth, which is why only slight
achievements have been made since then.
Kenya is one of the least electrified in Sub-Saharan Africa. After recovering from the global
financial and domestic crisis in 2008, only more than a third of the total population in Kenya approximately 36 % - had access to electricity in 2014 [2] [5]. With a total of 2299 MW of
installed power capacity, power capacity is still very low in Kenya. The major share of electric
power in the country (80%) is generated by hydro and geothermal sources, which generate more
electricity than fossil fuels (19 % in 2015) [3]. The electricity sector faces numerous challenges,
such as the effects of droughts and low water levels, frequent power rationing, and blackouts.
However, Kenya is recognized as a country where electrification rate is most steeply rising [4].
This sharp increase in the rate of electrification fits with the recent economic achievements made.
In 2014, Kenya crossed a threshold and is now classified by the World Bank as a middle lowerincome country. The country is perceived as “the economic, financial and transport hub of East
Africa” [5]. Counting for more than half of the generated GDP in 2016 [5], the service sector
has recently gained importance as a contributor to GDP. Until now, the final electricity
consumption from commercial and public sector has been limited, with approximately 15 % of
the total electricity consumption in 2014 [6]. Most electricity is consumed by the industry
sector, even though the latter accounts for less than a fifth of the GDP [5].
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This raises the question of how economic transition and changes in electricity consumption
might impact each other. If a causal relationship between these variables can be detected, it
would be interesting to know what kind of implications can be derived from the confirmed
direction of causality. From the perspective of energy, environmental and economic policy, it
is essential to know about the direction of the causal relationship between GDP and electric
power consumption in order to adapt policies accordingly. This is especially important in
developing countries, where the reduction of poverty and universal access to electricity are
major policy goals. Tackling climate change and the transition to a low carbon future requires
adapting or implementing systems that allow global emission targets to be achieved. Thus, it is
of crucial importance for decision makers to know how specific policies that have an influence
on electric power consumption might impact on economic output, or vice versa.
The causal relationship between energy and economic variables has been extensively studied,
not only in developed countries but also in developing ones. A starting point of reference is the
study by [7], who detected a one-directional causality running from economic output to energy
or electricity consumption. This study prompted numerous papers in this field, which have been
summarized by several authors, including [8], [9], [10] and – recently - by [11].
However, to date no consensus has been reached regarding the direction of this relationship.
On the one hand, the divergent conclusions reached by these studies can be attributed to the
different econometric methodologies applied, including different model specifications and
assumptions, as well as from omitted variables, misspecifications, different sample sizes, and
the impact of the latter on sampling variability and context-specific dependencies, such as
diverging stages and structures of economic development [12], [13], [14], [15].
On the other hand, developing countries in particular are frequently affected by adverse shocks,
for example through institutional changes, political tensions, macroeconomic instabilities or
sudden energy supply shocks. Time series data might reflect these events. Researchers agree
that structural breaks in the data set influence the validity of test results and that not controlling
for them might lead to misleading results and biased inferences. Yet, research on causality
between economic and energy variables controlling for structural breaks is more commonly
undertaken for industrialized countries [16], [17], [18], and less for countries from the global
south [19], [12], [20].
The present study contributes to the literature by assessing the relationship between electric
power usage and the GDP in Kenya between 1971 and 2014, with and without controls for a
structural break. An augmented Toda Yamamoto procedure for times series data [21], [22], based
on [23], is used to test on non-causality between the two variables. Ordinary unit root tests, such
as the augmented Dickey-Fuller test (based on [24], [25]), the Phillips-Perron test (based on
[26]), or the Kwiatkowski–Phillips–Schmidt–Shin test (based on [27]) are combined with the
Zivot-Andrews (based on [28]) and the Perron unit root tests (based on [29]), which allow one
structural break to be included in the data set, to control for the presence of unit roots and
structural breaks and the stationarity of the variables. For a valid cross-check of the results from
the augmented Toda Yamamoto procedure, a cointegration analysis based on Johansen et al.
[30] is additionally implemented.
The remainder of this paper is structured as follows: The next section (Section 2) contains a
literature review. Section 3 introduces the methodology and describes the data and model.
Section 4 reveals and discusses the results and findings of the empirical analyses. Section 5
concludes and gives an outlook.
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2. Literature review
The following hypotheses, describing the type of relationship between energy or electricity
consumption and economic output, are commonly identified in energy-growth literature:
Growth or conservation, describing the unidirectional relationship; feedback, describing a
bidirectional relationship; and neutrality, where no relationship between the variables is
detected at all. The Granger causality approach [31] is one of the most popular methods for
studying the nexus between energy consumption and the GDP [22]. However, as will be
discussed more in detail below in section 3, this approach suffers from some weaknesses. As a
result, more recent research in the field has tended to focus on the Toda Yamamoto procedure.
For instance, Kumar et al. [32] relied on an autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) approach and
the Toda Yamamoto method to investigate the long-term relationship between output per worker,
capital per worker, and output per capita energy in Kenya and South Africa from 1978 to 2009 and
1971–2009, respectively. In terms of causality, they detected a unidirectional causality running
from energy per capita and capital per worker to output per worker, which supports the growthled hypothesis. They also established combined effects of capital stock per worker or output per
worker and energy per capita on output per worker or capital stock per worker. However, no events
interrupting time series data have been considered here.
Wolde- Rufael [33] investigated the long-run and causal relationship between economic growth
and electricity consumption in 17 African countries using data from 1971 to 2001: The modified
Granger causality procedure did not reveal a causal relationship between GDP per capita and
electricity consumptions in Kenya. Additionally, the study did not establish a long-run relationship
- a cointegration - between the two variables for the case of Kenya. The study stresses that, in many
Sub-Saharan African countries, access to electricity is limited and the indicator measuring it may
not reflect the activities of many small and medium enterprises which rely on other energy sources.
Hence, results based on this indicator must be interpreted with caution, as will be discussed in
section 5 below. The effects of the presence of structural breaks was not considered in [33].
Relying on a bootstrap-corrected Granger causality test and second generation of panel unit
root and cointegration tests while accounting for multiple structural breaks and cross-sectional
dependence in eleven Sub-Saharan countries, Hamit-Haggar [34] established a long-run and a
unidirectional causal relationship running from clean energy consumption to economic output
expansion for the case of Kenya for the period from 1971 to 2007. Based on the findings, HamitHaggar [34] argues for the promotion of clean energy sources to strengthen sustainable
economic development.
Akinlo [35] investigated the cointegration and Granger causality between energy consumption
and economic output expansion in eleven Sub-Saharan countries from 1980 to 2003, using the
autoregressive distributed lag (ARDL) bounds test and Granger causality approach, and without
considering structural breaks. For the case of Kenya, the study identified support for the neutrality
hypothesis between the two variables, and a significant and positive long-run effect of energy
consumption on economic growth.
In his 2010 study, Esso [20] used a procedure on threshold cointegration and the Toda
Yamamoto approach while controlling for structural breaks to analyse the causal relationship
between energy consumption and GDP between 1970 and 2007 in seven African countries.
Esso [20] did not detect a causal relationship between energy usage and economic output for
Kenya.
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Dealing with a tri-variate framework, Mensah [36] studied the long-run and causal relationship
between energy consumption, economic output and carbon emissions while controlling for
structural breaks in six African countries from 1971 to 2009. Using the Gregory and Hansen
cointegration and Toda Yamamoto approach, the study established a threshold cointegration in
Kenya when real GDP is treated as an endogenous variable. Mensah [36] did detect a positive
and significant impact of real GDP on energy consumption while controlling for a break. On
the other hand, the study established heterogeneous results concerning the impact of energy
consumption on real GDP when a regime shift in 1983 is considered. Furthermore, the study
identified a uni-directional causality running from energy consumption to economic growth and
underlined the importance of energy policies that should strengthen the energy sector and
thereby drive the economic output expansion.
In [20] and [36], time series data at hand is limited from 1971 to 2007 and 2009, and might not
reflect the situation in Kenya after 2007/2008 in an appropriate manner. The present paper can
be seen as an extension of [20] and [36], as this study also includes the period after the global
financial crisis of 2007/2008 up to 2014, thereby increasing sample size and addressing the
potentially adverse impacts of the domestic and global financial crisis. The year 2008 was
critical for the Kenyan economy. Even though the economy is mainly agro-based with a large
informal sector, it was also affected by the global financial crisis. More importantly, it was
heavily impacted by its own domestic crisis, stemming from the civil unrest following the
presidential and parliamentary elections in December 2007 [37].
In a recent paper, Esso and Keho [38] studied the threshold cointegration and causal relationship
between energy consumption, carbon emissions and GDP in 12 selected Sub-Saharan countries
from 1971 to 2010. While overcoming weaknesses of other papers in the field by making use of
the bounds test of Pesaran et al. [39], they did not control for structural breaks. For the case of
Kenya, Esso and Keho [38] established that economic growth causes higher energy consumption,
but no short-run causality between the variables could be detected.
From a methodological point of view, this paper drew on the findings of [40], who studied the
Granger causality between energy consumption and economic growth in eight European
countries using the Toda Yamamoto Procedure and a cointegration analysis. Here as well, the
analysis did not produce uniform results with respect to the relationship between the two
variables in the different countries under study, even though it also controlled for structural
breaks. Contrary to studies focussing on developing countries, for this study long-term data was
available, potentially leading to more robust results. The study stresses that policy
development- especially that which aims to effect an environmentally sustainable economic
output increase - should use research that analyses the causal relationship between economic
growth and energy consumption while also controlling for structural breaks. The approach
described in the following has earlier been presented at the conference held in Dubrovnik,
October 2017 [41].
3. Methodology
3.1. Data
Annual data for the country on electricity consumption per capita (in kWh) and GDP per capita
(in constant 2010 US dollars) was obtained from the World Bank's World Development Indicators
[2]. The data covers the period from 1971 until 2014. Electric power consumption per capita
measures electricity usage divided by the mid-year population, while economic performance is
measured by gross domestic product also divided by mid-year population.
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3.2. Model
The empirical analysis studies the relationship between electric power consumption and GDP per
capita in Kenya. One variable or indicator might be predicted with more accuracy by also
considering the lagged values of other variables that influence the variable in question. To study
the direction of the relationship between the variables, this study applies a Granger non-causality
test with annual time series data from 1971 to 2014. Because simple Granger causality tests might
suffer from bias (es) [22], [42], [43], the paper applies the Toda Yamamoto procedure, which is a
revision or augmented version of the Granger causality procedure and implements Granger noncausality tests, to analyse the relationship between the variables. This method increases the vector
auto-regressions- model (VAR hereafter) by additional lags of the variables, which are not limited
by the presence of unit roots. In this way, pre-test biases can be avoided and standard inference
restored [22].
To carry out the tests, data series are converted to natural logarithms. The study was conducted
using the statistical software EViews 10 Student Version Lite and R [44], using several packages
(strucchange [45], [46], [47], AER [48], urca [49], tseries [50], AOD [51], vars [52], [49]).
As has been discussed before, the relationship between GDP and electric power consumption has
been studied extensively with mixed results, and there is still no clear idea about the direction or
neutrality of the relationship in research. Additionally, most of the studies in the context of granger
causality and the relationship between electric power consumption and GDP do not control for
structural breaks.
This paper studies the data first without considering discontinuities, and then studies it again while
taking into account one structural break using the Toda Yamamoto method. We also allow for a
structural break while testing for unit roots. This enables us to focus on how introducing structural
breaks into the analysis might produce divergent or contradictory results. This is especially critical
given that one of the greatest weaknesses of unit root tests such as the augmented Dickey-Fuller
test is that it might detect a unit root or fail to reject a false unit root null hypothesis (Type II Error)
that is actually not present, when the data is affected by structural breaks [29], [53].
Simple Granger causality tests based on Granger [31] estimate equations (1) and (2) (here in a
bivariate setting, the so-called simple VAR model) [22]:
1

1

&' = ( )*,+ - ( .02* /*,0 (&'30 - .02* /*,140 (5'30 - (6*'

(1)

and
1

1

5' = ( 78,+ - ( .02* 98,0 (&'30 - .02* 98,140 (5'30 - ( 68' .

(2)

p denotes the number of lags modelling the dynamic structure, where further lags are not
statistically significant and ε describes the error terms, the so-called white noises, which might
be correlated across equations.
:
1
If p parameters, specified as .;2* /*,:4; or .02* 98,0 (&'30 , are not jointly significant, which
would be in line with the null hypothesis, lagged values of &< or 5' are not “Granger-causing”
the values of &< or 5' respectively [22].
Although following the Toda Yamamoto procedure allows us to focus less on the integration
and cointegration properties of the time series data at hand ([23], p. 227), this paper investigates
the order of integration by relying on common methods (also following the procedure from
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([54], p.3) such as the augmented Dickey-Fuller test, the Phillips-Perron test, or the Kwiatkowski–
Phillips–Schmidt–Shin test, to establish a robust foundation for conducting the causality tests.
These tests, subsequently referred to as the ADF test, PP test and KPSS test, allow us to
determine the (non-) stationarity of variables, provided they have an unit root and follow a random
walk (with a drift). For the ADF test, the Bayesian Information Criterion (BIC) -criteria is used to
select optimal lag length. For the PP and the KPSS tests, which are also convenient in terms of
cross-validation of the findings of the other unit root tests, the Newey-West estimator from the
default Bartlett kernel is applied to determine the bandwidth (the optimal length of lags).
In the ordinary Granger causality procedure, conducting these tests is a critical step because the
procedure relies on the assumption that time series data is stationary. Stationarity implies that the
mean and (co-) variance of the time series data will stay the same over time, such that the data
does not depend on time. Time series data which is identified as stationary is said to be integrated
of order 0 and, thus I (0). If the variable is identified as non-stationary, transformation to
stationarity can be applied. If the variable can be transformed to stationarity through one- time
differencing, it is said to be integrated of order 1, and thus I (1). If d-differencing steps are needed
to transform the data, the time series data is said to be integrated of order d, and, thus I (d).
As mentioned by [55], economic and energetic time series data are highly likely to be nonstationary due to their exposition to “constant changes of legal, technical regulations and rules,”
which is why when following the ordinary Granger causality procedure it is highly important to
consider these changes in the analysis. These changes might also influence the existence of
structural breaks in the time series data sets.
This paper follows the augmented VAR model as proposed by [54], who built on the TY procedure
and expanded the model to consider structural breaks relying on [22]. The bivariate model for
electric power consumption (from here on specified as ElecPower) and GDP (both expressed in
logs and levels) in Kenya is specified (formulation based on [54], [22], [56], [57], [30] and [21])
as (3) and (4):
>?@7ABC@D' = ( .HG2+EFG (%<G,' - IG <G,' J - .102* /*0 (>?@7ABC@D'30 - .14L
K214* /8K (>?@7ABC@D'3K .102* ß*0 (MNA'30 - .14L
K214* ß8K (MNA'3K - ( 6*'

(3)

and
1

14L

MNA' = ( .HG2+EFG (%<G,' - IG <G,' J - .02* 9*0 (MNA'30 - .K214* 98K (MNA'3K .102* O*0 (>?@7ABC@D'30 - .14L
K214* O8K (>?@7ABC@D'3K - ( 68'

(4)

!,(",(#,($ are the lagged coefficients to be estimated for ElecPower and GDP, respectively; m!
describes the maximum order of integration of the processes for each individual series, p!equals
the lag length, additional lags (equal to the maximal order of integration m) are added to address
potential autocorrelation in the residuals. Following the TY approach, we use modified Wald
statistics, which asymptotically have a chi-square distribution (χ2), to infer from the noncausality test. By applying this method, linear restrictions are put on parameters of the VAR
with the lag length of p. The VAR in levels is augmented by the maximal order of integration
(m); hence, a VAR of length (p +m)! is estimated. The terms on P denote the residuals of the
models. It is assumed that these are white noise disturbances with a zero mean and a constant
variance, and that they are not affected by auto-correlation.
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As previously mentioned, the relationship between the variables is estimated by with and
without considering the structural breaks. In the former case, n describes the number of
structural breaks and t0,t is a simple linear time trend, where the first difference of it, % t0,t, is a
constant. Up to and including the first structural break year, thus for k> 0, , % tk,t is equal to
zero. Thereafter, it is equal to unity, which means that tk,t is a linear time trend, increasing by
one unit per year after the structural break.
The null hypothesis H0 of Granger non-causality of ElecPower on GDP is tested, where "1i =
0 for i = 1, …, p. The Granger non-causality of GDP on ElecPower is estimated in a similar
manner, where the null hypothesis assumes that δ1i = 0 for i = 1,…, p. Similarly, as specified
by ([54], p. 4f.), the coefficients δ2,j and "2,j for j = p +1,…, p+m, are not considered at this step.
The model is paired down with a maximum lag length of 10 lags (following the rule of thumb
of Schwert [58]). The optimal lag length p is mainly determined according to the Schwartz
Information Criteria (SIC) and specifies how many lags should be considered when estimating
the not yet augmented VAR. It was determined using the minimum of the four lag selection
criteria when using the VARselect function in R (AIC (Akaike Information Criterion), HQ
(Hannan–Quinn Information Criterion), SIC (Schwartz Information Criteria) and FPE (Final
Prediction Error Criterion). Lag length selection is critical because autocorrelation can be
eliminated by a proper selection of lag length. A serial test, the Portmanteau Test [59], is applied
to investigate process stability and autocorrelation in the residuals. Afterwards, the inverse of
the root of each equation in the specified VAR model is studied to check the stability visually
by plotting the cumulative sum of recursive residuals.
A test on cointegration based on [30] and [21] is conducted by performing the analysis with and
without considering a structural break. The cointegration procedure findings might also provide
a convenient cross-validation of the Toda and Yamamoto approach results [40] since according
to [60] cointegration between variables also shows Granger causality between them.
For the purpose of the analysis when controlling for one structural break (based on [54], [30],
[31], [21]), we rely on the augmented VAR model specified previously in this paper, but include
two additional dummy variables in the model and consider them in the regression as follows:
i2,t = 1 if t = t*+1 and i2,t =0 if else
(5)
d2,t= 1 if t Q t* and d2,t= 0 if t R t*.
The break point period is described by t* for t = 1,..;T. The VAR model for the analysis on
cointegration controlling for one structural break includes a linear trend c, d2,t-k, where k
describes the maximum lag length, the interaction between the linear trend c and the d2,t-k and
also i2,t-l for l = {0,1,..,k-1}, respectively, describing the exogenous variables of the system.
Unit root tests allow for one endogenously - and one exogenously - determined structural break
(following [54], [22], based on [28] and [29]). The research relies on [56], based on [8], [61],
[30], and [21] to assess the detected break and the results from the unit root tests also when
applying the Toda Yamamoto procedure and carrying out the cointegration analysis. The
augmented VAR is then specified as described above, but considering the determined structural
break in the model. For the purpose of implementation in R, the analysis also relies on [62]
based on [63] and [56].
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3.3 Limitations and recommendations
A major drawback of the study is its small sample size, due to the fact that time series data for
developing countries has not been recorded as it has for developed countries. Because of this
limitation, the tests conducted here might suffer from a lack of robustness. To further improve
findings, bootstrapping critical values of the unit root tests and specific to the data used here is
recommended. Additionally, the analysis relies on a bivariate model. This type of model is often
criticized for not including more than two variables. Omitted variables might lead to specification
bias and the inclusion of more variables might lead to more precise, consistent and robust results.
Moreover, different model specifications could be studied and discussed more in detail. The data
studied here is only available on a highly aggregated level, which does not allow for a very
detailed interpretation. For example, the dynamics of the different electric power consumers
are not reflected properly in the data set. Therefore, extending the analysis could be extended
to include more disaggregated or local data in order to support appropriate policy development.
Further research could also fruitfully include more variables, longer time series, multiple
structural breaks and address cross-sectional dependence, as has been done by [34].
4. Empirical results and discussion
Figure 1 depicts the logarithmic time series of electric power consumption and GDP per capita in
Kenya from 1971 to 2014. Electric power consumption steadily increased between 1971 and the
end of the 1980s, when a first break can be observed, and again until the 2000s, when a sharper
break occurred. At least graphically, the oil crisis during the 1970s seems not to have had a
dramatic impact on Kenyan electric power consumption. Conversely, the drought in 2000 appears
to have caused a sharp setback in electric power consumption. Since then, electricity consumption
increased with a much steeper growth rate, which also corresponds to a steeper GDP per capita
growth rate. The latter was only interrupted by a slight break, potentially associated with the global
financial and domestic political crisis of 2007/2008 [37].

Figure 1. Logged electric power consumption and GDP per capita in Kenya
from 1971 to 2014 (provided by the author based on [2])
9
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In general, the graphical analysis displays less severe breaks in the evolution of the per capita GDP.
Discontinuities in the time series data can be detected during the 1970s (the era of the oil crisis),
the 1980s (where there was military coup attempt in 1982) as well as during the turn of the 20th
century (when the GDP growth might have been hampered by the heavy drought crisis).
4.1. Unit root tests
Table A1 in the Appendix shows the different tests results from the check the presence of unit
roots without considering structural breaks. As can be seen, ElecPower and GDP are both
integrated of order 1, I (I), concerning the results of the ADF, PP and KPSS tests and with respect
to different model specifications considering a “trend”, “drift” or “none”. Thus, the maximum
order of integration is assumed to be one.
The results from unit root tests on the subsample are more diverse (see Table A2 in the Appendix).
However, sample size is much lower in comparison with the original data set, which is why the
results have to be interpreted with caution. Notwithstanding, with respect to the results of the ADF,
PP and KPSS tests and different model specifications, the variables are also assumed to be
integrated of order one, I (I).
The results of the ZA unit root test that accounts for one endogenous break point are shown in
Table A3 in the Appendix. When conducting the ZAunit root test by testing the null hypothesis of
a unit root with no structural break against the alternative hypothesis with a stationary process with
a break for the whole sample period, a unit root is still detected when dealing with level, nontransformed variables, irrespective of the model specification of a process with a break in the
intercept or in the intercept and trend. Therefore, when controlling for only one break in the series,
the results of the previous unit root tests are confirmed and the variables are still integrated of order
one, I (I).
Structural breaks identified by the ZA unit root test correspond mainly to the period loosely
corresponding to 2000 and 2001. These breaks can also be studied in Figure 1, above. They might
reflect the consequences of the drought crisis in 2000, which affected both, the electricity and
agricultural sectors, with the latter being one of the backbones in Kenya. However, it has to be
noted that the ZA unit root test does not identify a structural break in the years immediately before
and after 2008, the year of the global financial crisis and internal political imbalances, which
impacted the Kenyan economy heavily at that time [37], [64]. This underlines the importance of
further extending the research, and calls for research that takes into account multiple structural
breaks.
4.2. Lag order selection
According to different criteria, lag order selected for the augmented VAR is one for logged
ElecPower per capita and two for logged GDP per capita for the whole sample period. The
Portmanteau Test on serial correlation (within the VAR model, where lags included are equal to
two) is insignificant (Chi-square= 50.117, p-value= 0.696). For a higher p-value, it is less likely to
have auto-correlated residuals, which is why a VAR model including lags equal to two is specified.
Model stability is further confirmed by the inverse of the roots of each equation in the VAR model.
A visual inspection confirms that the model seem to be stable (see Figure A1 in the Appendix).
4.3. Causality tests
The results of the causality tests are presented in Table 1, below. No causal relationship between
electricity consumption and GDP per capita for the whole period from 1971 to 2014 can be
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established. The null hypotheses that the variables are not Granger causing each other cannot be
rejected, which has also been studied by [35] for the period between 1980 and 2003, and by [20]
and [38] for the periods between 1971 to 2007 and 2010, respectively. When studying the
subsample from 1971 to 2000, the year of the identified structural break, the finding changes. The
null hypothesis of non-Granger causality is rejected at the 5 % significance level and a
unidirectional Granger causality running from electricity consumption to GDP is identified, which
is in line with findings from [34] and [36] but not with [33], who did not control for structural
breaks. Even though our result has to be interpreted with caution due to smaller sample size, it
might reflect the importance of considering structural breaks in the analysis.
Table 1. Results of the causality tests
Wald- statistic
Log
ElecPower

Log
GDP

Log ElecPower

NA

3.6

Log GDP

1.1

NA

Log ElecPower

NA

8.5**

Log GDP

0.21

NA

Sample
period

1971-2014

1971-2000

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance
4.4. Cointegration tests
The first step of the cointegration analysis checks the non-stationarity of the levels of the
variables analysed here. The results of the unit root tests in Table A1 in the Appendix already
confirmed the non-stationarity of the levels of the variables for the different model
specifications. According to the analysis, the series are integrated of order one, I (I).
The null hypothesis of the Perron unit root test (see Table A4 in the Appendix) controlling for
one break in the year 2000 cannot be rejected at the 10%, 5%, and 1% significance levels for
both variables. It is therefore assumed that the series contain a unit root and the assumption that
the data is integrated of order one, I (I), is kept.
The results of the cointegration tests are presented in Table 2, below. A cointegration between
electric power consumption and GDP per capita when (not) controlling for the structural break is
not established. The trace statistics indicate that there is no cointegration at the 10 %, 5 %, and 1
% significance levels. This is in accordance with the findings of the causality tests discussed above
in section 4.3. When a cointegration between two variables is detected, then they must have unior bidirectional relationship as there is a linear combination between them in the long run [60].
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Table 2. Results of the cointegration tests
No. of breaks
considered

Model

No. of
hypothesized
cointegrated
equations
None
At most one

None

Trace statistic

Linear
21.09764
deterministic
2.874647
trend
One
Linear
None
17.45174
deterministic
At most one
1.569854
trend
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance
5. Conclusion and outlook
This study investigates the causal relationship between electric power consumption and GDP
per capita in Kenya between 1971 and 2014. To assess this relationship an augmented Toda
Yamamoto procedure, which also accounts for one structural break in the times series data, is
applied. Moreover, a cointegration analysis is conducted to have a validation check on the
results. Confirming the findings of other studies [20], [33], [35], [38] no causal relationship
between electricity usage and GDP is established for the period from 1971 to 2014. Based on
the results, electric power saving policies or electricity supply shortages should have no
negative impact on GDP per capita. The cointegration analysis controlling for a break confirms
the results from the (non-) causality test for the whole sample. However, when controlling for
a structural change in the year 2000, the findings change, and a uni-directional relationship
running from running from electricity consumption to GDP is identified for the period between
1971 and 2000, which is in line with findings from [34] and [36]. Based on this result, ensuring
and enhancing access to reliable and stable electric power can boost the GDP of Kenya.
Developing countries are frequently affected by a wide range of occurrences such as regime
changes or droughts, which cause breaks in the time series data. Controlling for structural
breaks thus has an impact on results and should be considered when studying the causal
relationship between energy and economic variables in developing countries.
Further research could be done at a more disaggregated level, which would support a more
detailed policy development. To obtain better insights into the nexus between economic output
and electricity usage, other indicators reflecting the real electric power consumption per capita
could be considered. This becomes especially clear when considering the on-going
restructuring of developing economies, the energy intensities of different sectors contributing
to GDP, and the limited access to electricity from the grid, which has also been discussed by
[33]. In Kenya, many businesses rely on electricity generated by generators. However, data
collection has only recently begun [65], such that research in this field is still limited.
Additionally, more variables, such as environmental variables, and structural breaks could be
considered in order to address the problem of omitted variables, and to assess the impact of
multiple structural breaks on the time series data.
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Appendix
Table A1. Unit root tests of logged variables
without structural breaks
Sample period 1971-2014
Test
Series
Model
Test statistic
ADF
ElecPower, level
none
2.4961
ADF
ElecPower, level
trend
-1.9897
ADF
ElecPower, level
drift
-1.0841
ADF
ElecPower, 1st diff none
-3.2953***
ADF
ElecPower, 1st diff trend
-3.9505**
st
ADF
ElecPower, 1 diff drift
-4.0301***
PP
ElecPower, level
constant
-1.4189
PP
ElecPower, level
trend
-2.3374
PP
ElecPower, 1st diff constant
-6.334***
st
PP
ElecPower, 1 diff trend
-6.2636***
KPSS
ElecPower, level
constant
0.7522***
KPSS
ElecPower, level
constant,
0.1177**
linear trend
KPSS
ElecPower, 1st diff constant
0.1603
st
KPSS
ElecPower, 1 diff constant,
0.1371*
linear trend
ADF
GDP, level
none
4.252
ADF
GDP, level
trend
-1.5826
ADF
GDP, level
drift
0.41
ADF
GDP, 1st diff
none
-1.8114*
st
ADF
GDP, 1 diff
trend
-3.9812**
ADF
GDP, 1st diff
drift
-4.0598***
PP
GDP, level
constant
-1.1732
PP
GDP, level
trend
-3.1489
PP
GDP, 1st diff
constant
-5.8016***
st
PP
GDP, 1 diff
trend
-5.5863***
KPSS
GDP, level
constant
1.1877***
KPSS
GDP, level
constant,
0.1646**
linear trend
KPSS
GDP, 1st diff
constant
0.2193
KPSS
GDP, 1st diff
constant,
0.1654**
linear trend
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance
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Table A2. Unit root tests of logged variables
Subsample period 1971-2000
Test
Series
Model
Test statistic
ADF
ElecPower, level
none
0.3642
ADF
ElecPower, level
trend
1.5587
ADF
ElecPower, level
drift
-2.0422
st
ADF
ElecPower, 1 diff none
-1.144
ADF
ElecPower, 1st diff trend
-2.0031
st
ADF
ElecPower, 1 diff drift
-0.5713
PP
ElecPower, level
constant
-2.7746*
PP
ElecPower, level
trend
1.475
PP
ElecPower, 1st diff constant
-2.7373)*
PP
ElecPower, 1st diff trend
-4.2128**
KPSS
ElecPower, level
constant
0.9223***
KPSS
ElecPower, level
constant,
0.2413***
linear trend
KPSS
ElecPower, 1st diff constant
0.6856**
st
KPSS
ElecPower, 1 diff constant,
0.1204*
linear trend
ADF
GDP, level
none
3.0133
ADF
GDP, level
trend
-0.8677
ADF
GDP, level
drift
-1.276
ADF
GDP, 1st diff
none
-1.7107*
ADF
GDP, 1st diff
trend
-3.5174 **
st
ADF
GDP, 1 diff
drift
-2.8978*
PP
GDP, level
constant
-2.9939**
PP
GDP, level
trend
-2.5583
PP
GDP, 1st diff
constant
-4.9493***
st
PP
GDP, 1 diff
trend
-4.9827***
KPSS
GDP, level
constant
1.0833***
KPSS
GDP, level
constant,
0.239***
linear trend
KPSS
GDP, 1st diff
constant
0.4638*
st
KPSS
GDP, 1 diff
constant,
0.0464
linear trend
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance
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Table A3. Zivot Andrews unit root test of logged variables
with one structural break
Series
GDP, level

Model
Test statistic Break Point
break in the
-2.9899
1995
intercept
GDP, 1st diff
break in the
-5.0949**
2002
intercept
GDP, level
break in the
-2.6531
1976
intercept & trend
GDP, 1st diff
break in the
-5.5011**
1989
intercept & trend
ElecPower, level
break in the
-3.4346
1996
intercept
ElecPower, 1st diff break in the
-6.206***
2001
intercept
ElecPower, level
break in the
-4.2915
1998
intercept & trend
ElecPower, 1st diff break in the
-6.1296*** 2001
intercept & trend
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance

Table A4. Results of Perron unit root test
Model

Residuals from first-stage Test statistic
regression
Modified
B
ADF1
-2,313194
Logged Elec Power
Modified
B
ADF2
1,721868
Logged GDP
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10 % level of significance

1
2

Based on [29], [61]
Based on [29], [61]
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Figure A1. Model stability analysis for lags = 2
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ABSTRACT
Mini grids in areas without access to central grids may significantly contribute to increased
energy access around the developing world. Here, universal energy access is an important
driver for development and will result in a number of socio-economic benefits in newly
electrified areas. The present paper compares the socio-economic situation of households and
small enterprises in six villages in Mufindi, Iringa Region of Tanzania. In 2012, this area
became electrified by an interconnected mini-grid system from the Mwenga Hydro Power
Project, powered through a 4 MW hydro generation plant. The research departs in a baseline
study conducted by the Tea Research Institute of Tanzania in 2009. The present research has
collected additional survey data on household and enterprise level in 2015. Two villages in
the area are still to be connected and have not been part of the 2009 Mwenga Hydro Project
Baseline Study, which is why they offer good opportunities to study effects of recent
electrification. The participating villages share similar characteristics in terms of climatic
conditions, topography, infrastructure, access to markets, distance to bigger cities and
economic characteristics such as income sources. However, the villages in the connected and
non-connected area have or had different pre-electrification statuses. The purpose of this
study is to compare the pre-electrification socio-economic status of the villages from 2009
and 2015 and to analyze how the situation in the electrified villages changed compared to
2009. The focus is especially on units that already have access to solar power. Using
qualitative data and descriptive statistics, the study reveals that these units tend to possess
more electric appliances and to belong to higher income classes. Furthermore, secondary
literature and sources add more insights concerning the surrounding conditions. The results of
this study comprise a valuable baseline or starting point for further initiatives of the present
project as well as similar developments in developing countries, where good data for
stakeholder analyses in the area are often absent, and a basis for a deeper analysis is required.
Current research includes the identification of control and counterfactual groups for a more
profound comparison.
KEYWORDS
Rural electrification, socio-economic development, interconnected mini-grid systems,
Tanzania, Mwenga Hydro Power Project
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INTRODUCTION
Background
The United Republic of Tanzania has been one the fastest growing economies in the Eastern
African Region with an average annual real GDP growth rate of 7% in the last decade [1].
Population size amounts to 50.8 million people in 2014 with an average annual growth rate of
3% in the last years [2].
National GDP per capita in Tanzania at current market prices grew from US $ 18.610.460.327
in 2006 to US $ 44.895.392.077 in 2015 [3]. The workforce of the economy is heavily
dependent on agriculture, which employs approximately 67% of total employment but only
adds 30.5% of value to the GDP [3]. Value added by services accounts for 43.6% of the GDP
in 2015 and 26.6% of the total work force, whereas the industry only accounts for 25.9% of
the GDP in 2015 and 6.4% of total employment in 2014 [3].
There has been some progress since the country liberalized trade in the mid to late 90´s and
implemented comprehensive market-oriented reforms and macroeconomic policies (e.g.
through the government's 1996 Economic Recovery Program). Foreign Direct Investments,
net inflows increased fivefold from 403 Mio. US $ in 2006 to 1.9 Billion US $ in 2015 (BoP,
current US $) [3]. Live expectancy at birth has grown from 50 years in 1990 to approximately
65 in 2014. The share of the population living with less than US $1.90 per day reduced
substantially since 2000. The poverty headcount ratio at US $1.90 a day (PPP 2011,
international prices) nearly halved between 2000 (84.74% of the population) and 2011 (46.6%
of the population) [3].
However, poverty measures indicate that poverty levels are still extremely high. The MPI, the
Multidimensional Poverty Index, which measures poverty beyond income, the percentage of
population that is defined as multi-dimensionally poor in terms of education, health and
standard of living, is very high with 66,4% in 2010 [2]. It further indicates that 31.3% of the
population live in extreme poverty [3]. This is also reflected in the Human Development
Index (HDI) of Tanzania, which measures the average achievements in three basic dimensions
of human development. With an index of 0.521 in 2014, Tanzania is on position 151 out of
188 countries and still at the bottom ranks of human development [4, p.214]. It is still far
away from the UN Sustainable Development Goal of “ending poverty in all its forms and
dimensions in 2030” [5].
In accordance with these measures, access to important infrastructures is still limited and only
available for a minor share of the population. The development of critical infrastructures is
barely able to keep up with economic but also rapid population growth. Approximately 15.6%
of the population had access to improved sanitation facilities in 2015 compared to 11.4% in
2006 [6]. Also the development of electrification lags far behind the expansion of output and
population increase. With only 15.3% in 2012 [3], the share of the total population with
access to electricity is still one of the lowest in the world. Other measures are slightly more
optimistic concerning the Tanzanian electrification rate: According to the Global Tracking
Framework [7] approximately 24% of the Tanzanians had access to electricity in 20131.

1

There is no uniform definition and measure of access to electricity or electrification in research. Therefore,
there might be high discrepancies between different types of measures of electricity access or electrification rate.
Also, many definitions do not include important information regarding quality, reliability or efficiency of access
to electricity or electrification.
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Apart from this, electrification access is not equally distributed between urban and rural parts.
Nearly half of the urban population (46.1% in 2012) is electrified, whereas in rural areas only
3.6% of the people have access to electricity [3]. Other measures defined 71% of the urban
population as electrified in 2013, whereas only 4% of the rural population had access to
electricity by that time [8].
However, Tanzania has been classified as one of the top 20 electricity access deficit countries
in the world [7] and the provision of electrification is not enough to sustain economic growth
and development. Electricity still plays a minor role in total primary energy consumption.
Only 1.5% of the total primary energy consumption is attributed to electricity, whereas
biomass is consumed most (approximately 90%) and fossil fuels amount to 8% of total
primary energy consumption [9]. Compared to the international electric power consumption
per capita of 3030 kWh or African electric power consumption per capita of 580 kWh in
2013, the Tanzanian electric power consumption is still very low, with approximately 90 kWh
per capita in the same year [10].
The Tanzanian energy sector frequently faces shortages of power generation, especially of
electricity and suffers from underinvestment and weak technical and financial performance
[11]. The aging and insufficient infrastructure for transmission and distribution but also poor
power generation capacities- the installed generation capacity is only about 1550 MW [9] are not capable to match with the increasing demand for electricity. In 2013, approximately
one fifth (20.5%) of the output generated has been lost [3]. Climate change is also heavily
impacting the power sector. The high dependence on hydro power (more than 30% of total
generation capacity in 2013 [9]) becomes especially problematic due to persistent droughts
and changed rainfall patterns. This has been observed in the recent years and forced the
government to undertake emergency power installations and load shedding, both associated
with very high costs [12].
The expansion of the national grid to rural areas is expensive because the Tanzanian
population density in rural areas is low and the percentage of poor household
disproportionally high and initial electricity consumption levels low. The Investment
Prospectus for Rural Electrification estimates that more half of the Tanzanian rural population
should be cost-effectively best served by off-grid and/or mini-grid solutions to sustain
economic growth [9]. This corresponds to recommendations from the International
Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA), which estimates that more than 60% of rural areas
globally should be best served by renewable powered off-grid electrification to achieve
universal access by 2030 [13].
The Tanzanian government strives to modernize the energy sector and to scale up access to
modern energy services. Next to putting comprehensive reforms into place2, it supports the
participation of independent power producers (IPP) and small power producers (SPPs). For
SPPs with a generation capacity of less than 10 MW, the government implemented “a special
regulatory framework with simplified procedures and standardized contracts” [12, p.26].
The Mwenga Hydro Power Project, which is in the focus of the study, is one of the first
projects under the SPPA scheme. The 4 MW hydro power based project acts at the interface
2

Plans include “unbundling the state utility TANESCO into a generation segment (combined with allowing
direct contracting between power plants and bulk off-takers), and subsequently transmission and distribution,
finally reaching full liberalization of the sector, including the establishment of retail electricity market.” [14,
p.15].
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between national grid and mini-grid. The majority of its power generated is sold to the
national grid (to the state utility TANESCO), but it also sells power to the local tea industry
and the rural community. It is owned and operated by the private company Rift Valley Energy
and received grant assistance from the EU ACP Energy Facility, and the Tanzanian Energy
Development and Access Project (TEDAP) facility from the World Bank before starting its
operation in 2012 [15].
The Mwenga Hydro Project is located in Mufindi, in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania,
administratively defined as one of three districts of the Iringa Region. Iringa is the second
richest region of Tanzania (following Dar Es Salaam) with an GDP per capita of more than
1.200.000 Tshs. in 2012. It also belongs to one of the regions where the regional Human
Development Index is slightly higher than in other regions of Tanzania. With 61%, the MPI
of Iringa is slightly lower than the national index and only a fifth of the population (22%) is
indicated to live in extreme poverty (compared to nearly a third of the population on the
national level) [1, p.5]. The Mufindi region lies on an altitude between 1700m and 2000m
above sea level and is characterized by its hilly topography, long rainfall and short dry
seasons.
LITERATURE REVIEW AND RESEARCH PROBLEM
In research, there is broad consensus concerning the nexus between rural electrification and
development and no doubt that rural electrification is a critical factor for socio-economic
development [16; 17; 18].
However, the Independent Evaluation Group from the World Bank [18] finds only “a weak
evidence base” that rural electrification leads to the expected welfare gains in health,
education and income. Expectations concerning welfare outcomes of rural electrification
alone should not be too “high” [17, p.21]. To determine the causality or the direction of the
relationship between rural electrification and various dimensions of development is a
challenge. Researchers face many methodological constraints and barriers when trying to
isolate the genuine effect of rural electrification on development.
Bernard [19] is concerned about the general lack of impact evaluations in the field of rural
electrification. Especially in research done in the Sub-Saharan African context, he misses
robust evidence and external validity. He further discusses difficulties in timing of
measurement and attribution in research on impacts of renewables energies and other
infrastructures. Torero [20] addresses problems concerning methodologies applied in research
trying to measure the impacts of electrification, e.g. by relying on simple with and without
approaches or before and after comparisons, which could lead to biased findings due to the
influence of unobservable variables on the selection of being connected to electricity. He also
discusses the problem of placement endogeneity, which also can lead to confounding results.
However, recently, there are promising impact evaluation studies upcoming that rely on more
advanced techniques to address these problems. One of the more advanced and frequently
cited study is the one from Khandker et al. [21]. They study the effects of rural electrification
on household income, expenditure and education in Bangladesh by addressing endogeneity
bias of grid electrification. Khandker et al. find evidence for positive welfare impacts,
especially for richer households. In a more recent paper from 2013, Khandker et al. [22] study
the effect of a World Bank´s rural electrification program on rural households´ welfare in
Vietnam using panel data from two survey waves in 2002 and 2005. By again considering the
problem of endogeneity, they detect that the rural electrification program contributes to the
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welfare of lower and higher income households. Dinkelman [23] studies the effects of rural
electrification on the labor market in South Africa and finds evidence that it contributes to an
increase of female employment. For the purpose of her analysis, she relies on advanced
econometrics by applying the instrumental variables strategy and fixed effects approach.
Bensch et al [24] assess the impacts of electrification on households with Solar Home
Systems (SHSs) in rural South Senegal. Applying a stratification matching approach to
distinguish between control and treatment group, they find evidence that electrified
households demand for lighting measured in lumen hours is higher compared to nonelectrified households. Their significant results indicate a higher study time of children from
electrified households, which could lead to higher educational achievements in the longer run.
Also relying on a matching procedure, Arraiz et al. [25] analyze the impacts of rural
electrification via Solar Home Systems (SHSs) in rural areas in Peru at community and
household level. They find evidence that access to electricity via SHSs contributes to savings
on energy expenditures and changes daily activity patterns, especially of women and children.
Both spend more time with home businesses or homework. In the case of children it leads to
higher achievements on educational level, slightly more years of schooling and higher
enrollment rates in secondary school.
Next to methodological constraints in impact evaluation of rural electrification, it is of
essential importance to note that the majority of the papers focus on-grid (e.g. [23], [26], [21],
[22]) or off-grid electrification (e.g. [25], [24]; [29]) and its socio-economic impacts
separately. Additionally, there is more empirical research on the effects of rural electrification
done in Latin-American or Asian areas of rural electrification, but less in the Sub-Saharan
context [17, p. 9].
The combination of both types of electrification and its impact on the socio-economic
conditions surrounding the interconnected projects has rarely been studied. There are many
good reasons why the effects of an interconnection should be studied: Off-grid limit
electricity supply which restricts the capacity for productive investments. On the other hand,
also grid- connected areas suffer from capacity constraints (e.g. through frequent black-out or
load shedding) and limit the expansion of productive uses. Further, off-grid systems are
frequently threatened by future grid expansion plans and might therefore not implemented at
all. If it can be shown that interconnected projects can coexist and be fruitful to the socioeconomic conditions and prepare the ground for a higher demand, investors might be more
open to support the development of off- and mini-grid systems in rural areas as recommended
by the International Renewable Energy Agency (IRENA).
This study tries to fill this gap and to deliver baseline data of a case study based on an
interconnected project in the Tanzanian Southern Highlands, which will be the basis for a
deeper analysis. For this purpose Baseline data of the Mwenga Hydro Project from 2009 [27]
will be compared to (baseline) data collected in 2015, three years after the project started its
operation in 2012.
METHODOLOGY
At this stage of research, comparison between the pre-electrification will be based on
descriptive statistics and qualitative analysis relying on survey and interview data collected on
the field in 2009 and 2015. Secondary sources complement the study concerning the
surrounding conditions. The Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study from 2009 [27] was
conducted by the Tea Research Institute of Tanzania. This study differs from the study of
2015 in terms survey methods (e.g. questionnaires and the additional reliance on the
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Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA) approach). However, there are many overlaps
concerning data and qualitative information collected between both surveys, which is why it
is useful to discuss them in one study.
The Baseline Study from 2009 was conducted in 14 villages that were supposed to be
electrified through the interconnected mini-grid system from the Mwenga Hydro Power
Project. In this study 327 households have been interviewed. Additionally, 12 samples of
small enterprises were interviewed (see Table 1).
In 2015, surveys with more than 70 detailed questions on socio-economic background and
energy use have been conducted in four of the already electrified villages (three of them have
also been studied in 2009) and in two not yet but planned to be connected villages. The
selection of the villages was not randomly. In order for a village to be selected, it had to be
accessible and to have complementary infrastructures and context characteristics (such as
topography, distance to bigger cities and towns, educational services, health services,
(regular) markets in the village, (formal) financial services, mobile phone network, main
income sources and "presence of other development projects") available. It was intended to
select villages that share most of these criteria and are mainly comparable in terms of their
background conditions. Qualitative information on that level has been obtained by consulting
local informants like village leaders or project representatives. Additionally, secondary
sources like official reports, other studies and census data supported the selection of the
sample villages.
Household and small enterprises selection was based on simple random selection. 52 or 38
randomly selected households and small enterprises were interviewed in the electrified region.
On the level of households in the electrified region, approximately 23% of the interviewed
households had no connection to electricity which was caused by the random selection
strategy. In the not yet connected area, 68 or 34 randomly selected households and small
enterprises reported. In total, 120 households and 72 small enterprises were interviewed in
both areas in 2015 (see Table 1).
Table 1. Population and number of surveyed entities

Households
Household
members
Small
Enterprises

Non- electrified
areas
2009

Electrified villages
2015
(4 villages)

Non- electrified
villages 2015
(2 villages)

Total

Total
1653
7356

Surveyed
entities
52(12)3
233

Total

6295
24741

Surveyed
entities
327
1946

535

12

362

38

1217
5114

Sources: [27]; [28]; own data collection 2015

3

In 2015, 12 households from the electrified area reported not to be connected to the grid.
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Surveyed
entities
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Before the research team started to interview the households and small enterprises, key
informants like village leaders were consulted to get an overview about the conditions in the
villages and to support the attribution of household units to different income classes. To
complement the surveys, the researcher also interviewed stakeholders such as directors of the
Mwenga Hydro Project, employees from TANESCO (the Tanzanian public utility) and agents
from development organizations (e.g. GIZ). The interviews took place in October and
November 2015.
Because of the small scope of the present study, no causal conclusion on the impacts from
electrification via the interconnected mini-grid system can be withdrawn from this analysis.
Generalization of the results to the whole population of that area needs to be studied further
and requires the identification of control and counterfactual groups for a more profound
comparison. This is done in current research, which applies more advanced methods.
However, this study gives valuable insight and illustration of the socio-economic conditions
before and after electrification took place in 2012.
RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
Household structure and household heads´ educational background
Each household has on average 4.5 members in electrified areas or 4.4 members in not yet
electrified areas. This is slightly higher than indicated in the official census data set from 2012
for the Mufindi region. The census report estimated household average size to 4.2 members
per households [28, p.104]. The average number of 4.5 also contrasts with the Mwenga Hydro
Project Baseline Study from 2009, where average household size was estimated to 6 persons
per household [27, p.22].
In terms of gender and average age of the interviewed household heads both areas (electrified
and not yet electrified areas) nearly coincide in the shares. In electrified areas approximately
81% of the interviewed household heads are males, whereas in the not yet electrified areas the
figure amounts to approximately 82%. This corresponds with the results from the Mwenga
Hydro Project Baseline Study from 2009, where also 80% of the interviewed household heads
were males, which was seen as a reflection of the general household head composition in the
area [27, p.20f.]. The average age of household heads is 43 and 40 for the electrified and nonelectrified villages respectively. Also here, the average age of the selected samples is close to
the mean age (41 years) as indicated within the Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study from
2009 [27, p.21].
Interestingly, more household heads in not yet electrified areas have completed primary
school. With respect to higher education levels, one can clearly see that there are more
household heads with higher education levels in the electrified area than in the not yet
electrified area (see Figure 1). Unfortunately, the education level of household heads has not
been studied within the Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study from 2009, which is why only
the results from data collection in 2015 are illustrated in Figure 1. One could guess that
electrification leads to less migration of higher educated persons to urban parts and to more
migration to electrified areas, which is why there are more of higher educated household
heads in electrified areas than in the not yet electrified areas. In 2015, teachers stated that it is
a motivation for teachers to stay in the area, when there is electricity available. However, this
needs to be studied further.
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Figure 1. Household heads´ education level as a share of all interviewed households in 2015 in
percent
Household heads´ occupation
In both areas, more than 90% of the household heads indicated agriculture, commercial food
crops and forestry as one of their main occupations. This corresponds with the results from the
Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study [27], where 96% of the household heads indicated to be
mainly involved in agriculture. The high involvement in this sector reflects the high dependence
of the Tanzanian economy on agriculture. Apart from this, in the electrified villages, 11% of the
interviewed household heads indicated to be involved in agro-processing, whereas in the not yet
electrified area only 1% of the household heads reported to deal with agro-processing. Regarding
household heads´ participation in agro-processing in electrified villages, the share (11%) from
this study coincides with the share of household heads involved in agro-processing reported in
the Mwenga Hydro Project Baseline Study [27]. Consequently, the involvement in agroprocessing seems to have stayed the same in the electrified villages since 2009.
More household heads in the non-electrified areas are involved in trade and commerce and
services for food (7% and 6% in contrast to 4% and 2% in electrified villages). However, the
occupations of household heads in the electrified areas are more diverse than in the nonelectrified area. Here, more household heads work in (public) services on education, health and
administration (altogether approximately 21%), whereas in the not yet electrified areas only 4%
reported to deal with these services. This can also be seen when comparing the shares of
occupations not listed in the survey. Nearly a third of the interviewed household heads in the
electrified region (29%) indicated to be involved in activities not listed compared to 13% in the
non- electrified area. The occupational involvement of household heads in other sectors has been
lower in the Mwenga Baseline Scenario [27]. Only 3.7% of the household heads reported to be
involved in other activities [27, p.28].
Composition of households´ income and income groups
On average, 2.1 and 2 household members contribute to the household´s income in the electrified
and non- electrified villages respectively in 2015. Coinciding with household heads main
occupations in the not yet electrified areas, the major share of the households´ yearly average
income (approximately 75%) is generated here in the agricultural and the forestry sector (see
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Table 2) in 2015. Income generated in the fishing, hunting and livestock, trade and commerce,
services on food and education sector represent approximately 12% of annual household average
income in the non-connected area, whereby 12% of households income sources relate to
activities not listed in the survey. Minor shares of the average household income are generated in
the manufacturing, construction and haulage and storage sector.
Table 2. Composition of average annual household income- Shares in percent
Non- electrified
villages 20094
Agriculture, commercial
food, crops and forestry
Fishing, hunting, livestock
and other related
Manufacturing
Construction
Trade and commerce
Haulage and storage
Services for food
Services on education
Services on health, social
welfare
Other sources
Other sources, not listed

68

32

Electrified villages
2015
66

Non- electrified
villages 2015
75

3

1

0
0
3
0
1
5
3

0
0
6
0
3
3
0

5
14
Sources: [27]; own data collection

0
12

Compared to the non- electrified areas and corresponding to the occupations indicated by
household heads in 2015, the sources of household´s annual incomes in electrified areas are more
diverse. Here, less income is generated on average in the agricultural and forestry sector (69% in
the electrified villages compared to 75% in the not yet electrified villages, as can be noticed in
Table 2). On average, 17% of the household income is sourced from services on food and
education, haulage and storage, trade and commerce and other sectors. Approximately 14% of
the income is attributed to not listed activities. In comparison to the baseline data from 2009, the
agricultural sector is still the most important sector of income generation in both areas. At this
stage, it is of crucial importance to mention that households´ sources of income vary by season
and opportunities (e.g. temporary employment). This is why the household heads were asked to
estimate the share of their income sources on an annual basis. However, even from year to year
the household income might fluctuate substantially (e.g. timber trees that need to grow for a
couple of years before they can be sold).
Notwithstanding, more households in the non- electrified area responded to belong to the
higher income group than in the electrified region5. Figure 2 shows that nearly half
4

The Mwenga Baseline Study [27] distinguished between different income generation groups: Farming
"traditional cash crops" and "traditional crops", forestry and natural resource products, livestock & its byproducts, service provision and local business, artisan and handcraft works. The figures mentioned in Table 2
have been aggregated.
5
In the surveys from 2015, income groups were distinguished as follows: Lower income groups encompass
households that earn less than 1.200.000 Tshs. per year, middle income groups include households with an
income between1.200.000 and 3.600.000 Tshs. per year and higher income groups earn more than 3.600.000
Tshs. per year. Unfortunately, the Mwenga Baseline Study [27] did not collect data on this level.
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(approximately 49%) of the respondents in the electrified villages responded to belong to the
lower income group. In non- electrified areas only a third (approximately. 29%) of the
households indicated to earn less than 1.200.000 Tshs. in a year. This is also reflected in the
distribution of households belonging to the middle and higher income groups. The majority of
the households in the not yet electrified villages (46%) indicated to be part of the middle class. In
electrified regions a third (approximately 31%) responded to earn between 1.200.000 Tshs. and
3.600.000 Tshs. per year and only a fifth indicated to belong to the higher income group with
yearly earning above 3.600.000 Tshs. In the not yet electrified region this group represented
nearly a fourth of the households. Consequently, even though more households in the electrified
regions reported to have new household income sources since 2012 and income sources are more
diverse, it does not imply that the households in electrified regions are wealthier in terms of
annual income. It is of essential importance to mention again that the household income varies
depending on different seasons and opportunities (e.g. “not listed activities” in many cases
indicate short-term and non-permanent employment). This is also the reason why the household
income was estimated by the households on a yearly basis, even though it is highly probable that
it also changes from year to year (see above). However, in this context, it is also important to
study the housing conditions and assets owned by the households to get a better reflection of
household´s wealth, which is done below.

Figure 2. Share of households belonging to corresponding income group in both areas in 2015 in
percent
Composition of households´ monthly expenses
The majority of the average monthly expenditures of households in the electrified regions is
spent on food (approximately 49%) and education (approximately 24%) (see Table 3). On
average the monthly expenditures on transport and health correspond to 9% and 6% respectively.
Moreover, the monthly mean expenditures for communication (4%) and other not listed items
(4%) are indicated before expenditures for electricity (2%). The expenditures for kerosene and
paraffin, dry-cell batteries or firewood are negligible (close to 0% on average). Nevertheless, also
the spending on electricity represents only a minor share of the overall monthly expenditures of
households.
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In the non- electrified villages, also food and education dominate average monthly expenditures.
As indicated in Table 3, households spent on average approximately 61% on food and 18% of
their expenditures on education. Spending on food is more than 10% higher than in the
electrified regions, whereby households in non- electrified areas seem to spend 6% less on
education on average compared to electrified households. Interestingly, the households also
spend less money on transport and health (5% and 4% respectively). Nearly the same share of
expenditures as in electrified areas is spent on communication (4%). Since the households are
still not connected to electricity, there are no expenditures on electricity. However, between 3%
and 4% of their monthly expenditures is spent on energy sources (kerosene, paraffin, charcoal
and dry-cell batteries) on average. To conclude, the average monthly expenditures of a
household on alternatives to electricity are higher in non-electrified areas than spending on
electricity in electrified villages in 2015.
Table 3. Composition of average monthly household expenses- Shares in percent

Education
Water
Food
Kerosene, paraffin, charcoal
Firewood
Dry cell batteries
Electricity
Financial services
Communication services
Rent for housing
Health
Transport
Other items

Non- electrified
villages 2009
34

Electrified villages
2015
24
1
44
49
0
0
0
2
1
22
4
0
6
9
4
Sources: [27]; own data collection

Non- electrified
villages 2015
18
0
61
2
0
1
0
0
4
0
4
5
5

In comparison to baseline data from 2009, spending on education and food is still highest
monthly financial burden of households in both areas. However, whereas more money was spent
on education on average (34% of monthly expenditures) by then, less money was spent on food
on average (44% of monthly expenditures) during that time. Average monthly spending on
“energy sources” amounted to 5.5% of total household expenditure [27, p.30f.]. This is slightly
higher than the share of expenditures of energy on the total expenditures in the non-electrified
villages in 2015. However, it has to be interpreted carefully, because expenditures on energy
sources have not been studied separately as in the surveys from 2015 and might for example
include the expenditures on fuels for transport, which in 2015 have been included in the
expenditures for transport.
Housing conditions and drinking water sources
On average, each household possesses two houses in both areas, where main building has on
average 4 rooms, whereas the second house has on average approximately 2 rooms. This has not
changed since 2009 [27, p. 24]. In 2015, virtually all of the main buildings have an iron roof top
(100% in the electrified villages and 99% in the non- electrified areas). In 2009, fewer
households reported to have an iron roof top (88%) [27, p.26] and more main houses still had a
11
71

0640-12

grass thatched roof top (12%) during that time. An iron roof top is and has been seen as a status
symbol and is also a pre-condition to get electrified due to safety reasons in case of fire.
However, also households at the lower end of income classes from the recent surveys reported to
own a house with an iron roof top, which questions its use as an indicator for status or wealth.
The major floor type of houses is cement in electrified and non-electrified areas (50% and 75%
respectively). Approximately 44% of households in the electrified reported to have an earth/sand
floor, whereas only 25% of not electrified household indicated to have such a type of floor in
their main building. However, in electrified areas there are also few households with different
types of floor like ceramic (2%) or others (4%). In 2009, more houses had floor made of earth/
sand (58%) and less floors were made of cement (43%). The housing conditions are also in terms
of wall material quite similar in both areas. Approximately 77% but 74% of the electrified and
non-electrified main houses are made of baked bricks. This share has been higher in 2009, where
82% of the interviewees reported to have houses made of baked bricks. Many main buildings are
built with sun-dried bricks (15% and 23% in 2015 respectively and 12% of the main houses in
2009). Few main houses in the electrified regions have higher standards and are built with
cement bricks (4%), which also has been indicated by 4% of the households in 2009 [27, p.
26f.].
Regarding drinking water sources, the households rely on several sources in both areas. In 2015,
the drinking water sources used are more heterogeneous in the non- electrified villages than in
the electrified areas. These sources also include sources with a higher standard or quality like
piped water or water collected from public taps or standpipes. However, the majority of the
households catch their water from an unprotected spring in both areas (90% in the electrified
areas and 49% in the not yet electrified villages), which underlines that water supply is still
inadequate in both areas. Water fetching is mainly done by women and/or children in the
electrified and non-electrified regions.
Households ownership of consumer and potentially productive durables
Table 4 shows assets owned by households on average in both regions in 2015. The
households in the non- electrified villages own slightly more radios, motor cycle and hand
hoes on average. However, one can clearly see that more electric devices are owned by
households from the electrified region- this encompasses the average number of mobile
phones, colour TVs and computers or laptops. This is also reflected by internet facilities (not
included in Table 4) which are owned by very few electrified households.
Table 4. Mean and median ownership of assets by households from the electrified and nonelectrified region in 2015

Radio
Mobile phone
Bicycle
Motor vehicle
Motor cycle
Colour TV
Computer/Laptop
Hand hoe

Electrified villages 2015
Non- electrified villages 2015
Mean
Median
Mean
Median
1
1
1.1
1
1.8
2
1.6
2
0.3
0
0.2
0
0.1
0
0.0
0
0.3
0
0.4
0
0.4
0
0.2
0
0.1
0
0.0
0
3.5
3
4
4
Sources: Own data collection 2015
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Also in terms of ownership of bicycles and motor vehicles, households from the connected
area tend to possess more than non-connected households. Nevertheless, the median might be
a better reflection of the real asset ownership of households (see Table 4). It seems that the
level of ownership of radios and mobile phones are comparable in both areas, whereas the
ownership of hand hoes is higher in the non- electrified areas, where a higher share of annual
household income is generated in the agricultural sector.
Approximately 85% of households in the electrified and 87% of the households in the not yet
electrified region indicated to possess at least one radio. More households (88%) in the
electrified villages reported to have at least one mobile phone compared to 81% in the nonconnected area. At least one colour TV is owned by 42% of households in the electrified region
and 15% households in the non- connected area. More households in the not yet electrified area
reported to have at least one motor cycle (40%) compared to 31% in the electrified villages.
On the other hand, 12% of the households from electrified villages indicated to possess at least
one motor vehicle while in the not yet electrified villages only 4% of the households own a
motor vehicle. Also, approximately every tenth household in electrified villages owns at least
one computer or laptop whereas in the non-connected villages it is only one in every hundred
households. All households in the not yet electrified areas indicated to possess at least one hand
hoe compared to 96% of households in the electrified areas. 4% of household from the connected
areas indicated to own an electric mill, whereas in non-connected villages no household reported
to own one.
Interestingly, 8% of the households in the electrified areas reported to own a manual sewing
machine- no household owned an electric one- and no household in the not yet electrified area
possessed a sewing machine. Rarely or even not owned at all by households in both areas are
assets like refrigerators, water heaters, electric cookers, irons and stoves, power tillers, washing
machines and fans. However, in the next section the ownership of some electric assets will be
discussed more in detail and differenced with respect to solar PV system ownership.
Household users of electricity and solar PV systems- income groups and ownership of
electric assets
In 2015, 10% of the households in the electrified villages own a solar PV system and even 6% of
the households rely on electricity and solar PV system combined. Consequently, only 4% of the
households in that area rely on solar PV systems alone. As shown in Table 6, the majority of the
households using electricity belong to the lower income group (43% of total households),
whereas 35% or 23% of total households with access to electricity belong to the middle or higher
income group. This is a quite good reflection of the distribution of income groups in the
electrified villages, which has been discussed above. On the other hand, 40% of the lower but
also 40% of the higher income group use a solar PV system in connected villages.
In not yet connected areas, 46% of total households own a solar PV system. The majority of
them belongs to the higher income class (45%), whereas 29% or 26% of the users are attributed
to the middle or lower income group.
In 2009, only 4% of total households reported to own a solar PV system [27, p.8], which shows
that the ownership of solar panels has grown drastically since then. It also implies that nowadays
households from non-connected areas might be better prepared for the arrival of the grid, even
though there are technical challenges to overcome.
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Table 6. Household users of electricity and solar PV systems and their related income group in
2015- Shares in percent
Electrified villages 2015
Income group6
Lower income
group
Middle income
group
Higher income
group

Non- electrified
villages 2015
Solar PV
system
26

Solar PV
system
40

Electricity

20

35

29

40

23

45

43

Sources: Own data collection 2015
However, as can be studied in Table 7, households that own a solar PV system in the nonconnected area are prepared in terms of ownership of electric assets. Approximately 94% of the
solar PV system owners reported to possess at least one radio or mobile phone, whereas only
83% or 69% of the non-solar PV system users indicated to possess at least one of these assets.
Table 7: Average ownership of electric assets by households and shares of at least owning one of
the assets in percent in 2015
Non-electrified villages in 2015
Solar PV system owners
Radio
Mobile
Phone
Average no. per Household
1.4
1.6
Share of HH owning at least one…
94
94
Non solar PV system owners
Radio
Mobile
Phone
Average no. per Household
0.9
1.2
Share of HH owning at least one…
83
69
Electrified villages in 2015
Solar PV system owners
Radio
Mobile
Phone
Average no. per Household
1.4
1.8
Share of HH owning at least one…
100
100
Non solar PV system owners
Radio
Mobile
Phone
Average no. per Household
1
1.7
Share of HH owning at least one…
83
87
Sources: Own data collection 2015

6

TV
0.2
28
TV
0
0
TV
0.6
60
TV
0.4
40

Computer/
Laptop
0.01
3
Computer/
Laptop
0
0
Computer/
Laptop
0
0
Computer/
Laptop
0.1
10

In the surveys from 2015, income groups were distinguished as follows: Lower income groups encompass
households that earn less than 1.200.000 Tshs. per year, middle income groups include households with an
income between1.200.000 and 3.600.000 Tshs. per year and higher income groups earn more than 3.600.000
Tshs. per year.
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This is also reflected in the average number of assets owned. On average, each solar PV system
user possesses approximately one radio and two mobile phones. Non-solar PV system users own
approximately one radio and one mobile phone on average. The average ownership of TV and
Computer is slightly higher for PV system owners. Nearly a third of these households in the nonconnected area reported to have a TV and 3% even indicated to own a Computer or Laptop. On
the contrary, non- solar PV system users have not indicated to own a TV or Computer or Laptop.
On average, ownership of a radio, TV or mobile phone is slightly higher for solar PV-system
owners in electrified villages than for non-solar PV system owners (see Table 7).
On the contrary, 10% of the households in the electrified area reported to own a Computer but
not a solar PV system. All solar PV system owners reported to possess at least one radio or
mobile phone. 60% of them indicated to have at least one TV, which is much higher than nonsolar PV system owner indicated (40%). However, in both areas, solar PV system owners tend to
possess more electric assets on average than households that do not own a solar PV system.
Enterprise users of electricity and solar PV systems- income groups and ownership of
electric assets
Approximately 62% of the enterprises in the non-electrified areas reported to use solar PVsystems, whereas in the electrified areas only 11% of the enterprises indicated to rely on solar PV
systems. However, all of the enterprises in connected areas reported to rely on electricity and
solar PV system combined. As can be seen in Table 8 below, the majority of enterprise owners
and PV system users belong to the middle or higher income group in both areas. In contrast to
households as discussed above, enterprising relying on electricity belong mostly to the middle or
higher income classes.
Table 8. Share of enterprise owners using solar PV systems and their related income group in
2015- Shares in percent
Electrified villages 2015
Income group7
Lower income
group
Middle income
group
Higher income
group

Solar PV
system
0

Electricity
28

Non- electrified
villages 2015
Solar PV
system
29

25

28

38

75

44

24

Sources: Own data collection 2015
Approximately half of the enterprises owning a solar PV system in the not yet connected area
reported to use it for operating equipment. On the contrary, no enterprise possessing a solar
PV system in the electrified area indicated to run electric equipment with solar power. All
solar PV system owning enterprises use the system for lighting. As can be studied in Table 9,
7

In the surveys from 2015, income groups were distinguished as follows: Lower income groups encompass
households that earn less than 1.200.000 Tshs. per year, middle income groups include households with an
income between1.200.000 and 3.600.000 Tshs. per year and higher income groups earn more than 3.600.000
Tshs. per year.
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solar PV system owners tend to possess more electric assets on average than non- solar PV
system users in both areas.
Additionally, the share of enterprises of possessing at least one of the assets is higher for solar
PV system users in electrified and not yet electrified area. The difference in ownership is
especially striking in the non-electrified villages, where non solar PV system owners
indicated to possess less electric appliances on average than solar PV system using
enterprises.
However, at this stage of research it needs to be mentioned that the electric assets indicated in
Table 9 - radio, TV and mobile phone- are not necessarily applied for productive uses but
have implications for electric use and are owned by most enterprises in the areas.
Table 9. Average ownership of electric assets by enterprises and shares of owing at least one of
the assets in percent in 2015
Non-electrified villages in 2015
Solar PV system owners
Radio
Average no. per enterprise
Share of enterprises owning at least one…
Non solar PV system owners

0.8
80
Radio

Average no. per enterprise
0.2
Share of enterprises owning at least one…
17
Electrified villages in 2015
Solar PV system owners
Radio
Average no. per enterprise
Share of enterprises owning at least one…
Non solar PV system owners

1
100
Radio

Average no. per enterprise
0.5
Share of enterprises owning at least one…
43
Source: Own data collection 2015

Mobile
Phone
0.9
50
Mobile
Phone
0.3
17

TV

Mobile
Phone
1.8
75
Mobile
Phone
1
63

TV

0.1
10
TV
0
0

0
0
TV
0.1
9

CONCLUSION
This study gives valuable insight in the socio-economic conditions of households in
electrified and not yet electrified areas in the Mufindi Region in Iringa, Southern Tanzania
and compares them with baseline data from 2009. Next to data on household level, this study
also analyzes electric asset ownership and income groups of small enterprises and its owners.
In 2009, when the first Baseline Study of the Mwenga Hydro Project has been conducted,
very few households or enterprises reported to own solar PV systems. Since then, the prices
for solar PV systems have declined and the markets further developed. In 2015, many
household and enterprises in the non-connected area indicated to possess solar PV systems,
therefore already to have access to electricity, even though limited. However, this has an
effect on the situation of households and enterprises, which may be better prepared for the
arrival of the grid or grid-quality access. It has been detected that households and enterprises
who own a solar PV system possess more electric appliances and in case of access to
16
76

0640-17

electricity sometimes combine the usage of electricity and solar PV system. Additionally,
solar PV system owners- enterprises and households- tend to belong to higher income groups
in electrified and non-electrified areas compared to non-solar PV system owners. On the
contrary, electricity users do not necessarily belong to higher income classes, especially on
household level. Further research is needed to identify control and counterfactual groups for a
more profound comparison of electrified and non- electrified units and a causal conclusion.
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ABSTRACT

Keywords:

Recently, penetration rates of solar PV-systems increased drastically in rural Sub-Saharan Africa,
and there will be less areas without electricity access altogether. Simultaneously, mini-grid
systems are expected to be key in rural electrification because they allow for higher loads.
Eventually, interconnection of national grids with mini-grid systems will gain importance. This
case study compares impacts of electrification on households connected to an interconnected
4 MW mini-grid system with effects on households connected to off-grid energy systems in rural
Tanzania. Relying on Propensity Score Matching, the analysis detects minor differences
regarding usage of electrical equipment and expenditures for energy sources between the
comparison groups. As has been expected, it concludes that grid-electrified households have
significantly higher mean lumen and lighting hours. However, the case study shows that off-grid
technologies, including solar PV-systems, are important sources to bridge and narrow the
electricity gap and can already meet a critical level of rural electricity demand of households.
Pre-grid-electrified statuses and their socio-economic impacts need to be reflected in research as
they build the foundation for further electrification measures.

Socio-economic impacts;
Rural electrification;
Interconnected mini-grid system;
Propensity Score Matching

1. Introduction

The nexus between electricity consumption and/or
access to electricity and economic development has been
studied extensively. Payne surveyed international
evidence on the relationship between energy consumption
and growth [4], whereas Ozturk studied the research
done in the field of the energy-growth nexus [5]. Omri
[6] analyzed the literature on this relationship by
country-specific cases. Notwithstanding, to date there is
no clear consensus regarding the causality of the
relationship between them.
Studies on micro level also yield mixed results concerning the evidence of socio-economic impacts of
(rural) electrification. However, there is no doubt that
rural electrification is a critical factor for socioeconomic development as identified by Peters et al. [7]
and Grimm et al. [8] for SSA countries, and the IEG [9]
and Kanagawa et al. [10] for developing countries in

In the last decade, many achievements have been made in
increasing the number of individuals who have access to
electricity. Notwithstanding, more than 1 billion of people
worldwide still lack access to electricity connections.
This is particularly true for rural areas of Sub-Saharan
Africa (SSA), where demographic growth is outpacing
access gains. At present, 587 million Sub-Saharan
Africans do not have access to electricity [1] and this
figure is expected to increase by 45 million until 2030 [2].
In Tanzania, which is the focus of the paper, some
progress has been made recently, and the access to electricity rate jumped from less than 20% of the population
in 2014 to 32.8% in 2016 [3]. At the same time, Tanzania
is still one of the poorest countries in the world in terms
of GDP per capita (constant 2010 US$) with approximately 867 USD in 2016 [3].
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[16] for the case of Nigeria). Yet, to the disadvantage of
sustainable electrification and development, gridelectrification is still most preferred mode of electrification in many SSA countries [17].
The interconnection of mini-grid systems to the
national grid may provide a necessary step towards fullscale electrification, until economic and topographical
challenges are met while the revenue base increases. On
the other hand, interconnection of systems might help to
avoid sunk investment costs in mini-grid systems, e.g.
when the national grid arrives. Nevertheless, off-grid
technologies interconnected with a main grid are rarely
studied yet. Additionally, a recently published report on
mini-grid system deployment in Tanzania calls for more
formal research on analyzing the impacts of mini-grids
in Tanzania, as most information on the effects is still
“anecdotal” [18] (p.11). As a basis for further proceeding
with rural electrification, the quantitative benefits of
such need to be understood better.
This paper strives to fill these gaps identified by
detecting socio-economic effects of access to an interconnected mini-grid system. Based on a case study in
rural Tanzania, it compares off-grid with grid-connected
statuses of households. To establish household comparison groups, this study relies on a non-experimental
research method, Propensity Score Matching (PSM).
PSM allows to address the challenge of identifying an
appropriate counterfactual group.
The major share of electricity in rural households in
SSA is still used for lighting or illumination purposes as
observed by Bernard [11], IEG [9], Lenz et al. [19] and
Bensch et al. [20]. Illumination belongs to the most
direct impacts of electrification and assumes an
intermediary role in promoting effects on final impact
indicators. Therefore, this case study puts a special
focus on the intermediary outcome of electricity:
Lighting and lumen hours (lmhr). To reflect on education,
the analysis studies the treatment effects of electricity on
children’s home based study time after nightfall.
Additionally, the paper investigates the effects of
electricity on households’ weekly energy expenditures
and consumption of energy sources and daily usage time
of the most frequently owned electric appliances in
terms of TV, radio and mobile phone. These indicators
are assumed to affect household´s health, income and
also education.

general. In research on evidence of impacts of (rural)
electrification, researchers frequently refer to the theory
of change to analyze causal effects of electricity consumption on selected indicators for a defined population
(e.g. [11, p. 14] and graphically well illustrated by Peters
et al. [7, p. 329]). The framework of the theory of change
displays the channels - from inputs to activities to outputs, (intermediate) outcomes, and longer-term goalsthrough which an input factor or intervention becomes
theoretically effective [12, p. 20 f.]. Commonly, researchers study the following final impact indicators of household´s electricity use: Income, education and health.
Thereby, they intend to capture the socio-economic situation of households which might have changed through
their access to electricity.
In the SSA context, evidence on socio-economic
effects of (rural) electrification is inconclusive and
patchy in terms of space and time. The majority of
studies compares households from either grid-electrified
with not (yet) grid-electrified villages, or households
from off-grid electrified villages with those from not
(yet) electrified areas. However, even in least electrified
areas such as in SSA, there will be less and less areas
that are still completely without electricity access, as the
penetration through off-grid solar based energy systems
has accelerated in recent years [13].
As a means to quantify the quality of energy access,
the Multi-Tier-Framework from the Energy Sector
Management Assistance Program (ESMAP) from the
World Bank no longer defines electrification as binary
(e.g. whether a household has access to electricity or
not) but multi-dimensional [14]. By considering the
user´s perspective, the spectrum of service levels and
neutrality of technology delivering the service, they
strive to capture better the multiple modes of energy
access [IBID].
The International Energy Agency (IEA) estimates that
a major share of the universal access to electricity by
2030 is expected to be achieved by off-grid technologies
such as (isolated) mini-grid systems [15]. Some of these
technologies might play a key role to pre-grid-electrify
communities, households and enterprises before the
national grid arrives and could be interconnected to it at
a later point of time. Compared to conventional grid
technologies, off-grid systems that are based on renewable energy sources might allow for access to electricity
in a more environmentally friendly manner. In light of
inadequate grid supply, off-grid systems, such as PV
systems, could even meet suburban housing electricity
demand in a techno-economically manner (as shown by
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1.1. Background and project
Tanzania´s installed power generation capacity is only
about 1,500 MW [21]. This low figure is reflected in
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10,000 MW by 2025 [25]. The 4 MW Mwenga run-ofriver Hydro Power project which is the focus of the present study, is one of the first projects under the SPPA
scheme, and is a mini-grid system interconnected to the
nation’s main grid. The majority of its power generated is
sold to the central grid (to the state utility TANESCO), but
it also sells power to the local tea industry and the rural
community [26]. In 2018, approximately 80% of electricity consumed by the rural community is still on subsistence plateau with less than 50 kWh per month [27].
The project´s location is in Mufindi, one of the three
districts of the Iringa Region in the Southern Highlands
of Tanzania. The intensively forested and farmed region
is the second richest region of Tanzania in terms of GDP
per capita (approximately $ 880 USD in 2012 [28]). The
Mufindi region lies on an altitude between 1700 m and
2000 m above sea level and is characterized by its hilly
topography, long rainfall and short dry seasons.
In Figure 1, the current Mwenga power network
system is displayed. Grid-connected areas, mostly
located in the south, received access to grid-electricity in
2012. By the end of 2015, when research data was
collected, the villages in the north were still not connected
to the mini-grid system. The mini-grid extension to the
northern villages became operational in 2017.

official indicators on electricity access. Annual electric
power consumption per capita amounts to approximately
99 kWh and access to electricity is limited to only
32.8% of the population. In urban areas, approximately
65.3% of the population has access to electricity,
whereas in rural parts- where three quarters of the
Tanzanian population lives-only 16.9% of the population
is connected to electricity [3]. The growing importance
of off-grid technologies for rural areas is reflected there.
For example, approximately 65% of rural electrified
households rely on solar power [22].
In line with these developments, the Investment
Prospectus for Rural Electrification estimates that about
half of the Tanzanian rural population could be costeffectively best served by off-grid and/or mini-grid
solutions [23]. This corresponds with recommendations
from the International Renewable Energy Agency
(IRENA) [24], which estimates that more than 60% of
rural areas globally should be best served by renewable
powered off-grid electrification to achieve universal
access by 2030.
With the Electricity Act of 2008, the government introduced comprehensive energy sector reforms including a
framework for Small Power Producers (SPPA). The
authorities plan to expand generation capacity up to

Figure 1: Map showing sampled grid-electrified and non- grid electrified villages in 2015 Source: Author based on [29]
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2. Methodology

Table 1: Assumptions on luminous flux of lighting tools

This section provides the survey design and implementation as well as the description of Propensity Score
Matching (PSM).
2.1. Survey design and implementation
Household surveys with more than 70 detailed questions
on socio-economic background and energy use were
conducted by the end of 2015. The selection of the four
grid connected and two not yet grid-connected villages
(see Figure 1, above) was not done randomly. It was
intended to select villages that are comparable in terms
of their background conditions: Accessibility, existence
of complementary infrastructures and context characteristics (such as topography, distance to bigger cities and
towns, educational services, health services, (regular)
markets in the village, (formal) financial services,
mobile phone network, main income sources and presence of other development projects).
Qualitative information on that level has been obtained
by consulting local informants like village leaders or
project representatives. Additionally, secondary sources
such as official reports, other studies and census data
supported the selection of the sample villages [30, 31].
Household selection was based on random selection due
to the difficulty of detached household locations. In
total, 120 households were interviewed in mini-gridconnected and not yet grid-electrified areas. This
represents approximately 10% of total households in
those villages. Approximately 44% of the households
were located in grid-electrified areas, whereas 56% of
them were based in off-grid areas. Data collection was
based on standardized questionnaires (Author based on
[30] and [32]] and the interviewers were trained before
taking the surveys. A pre-test of the questionnaires
aimed to detect misunderstandings, uncertainties, or
other difficulties interviewers and interviewees may
encounter.
Daily mean lighting and lumen hours are based on the
information provided by the household, on how many
lighting hours per day the respective lighting devices are
used. The calculation on daily lumen hours is based on
assumptions of luminous flux.
Table 1 below indicates lower and higher levels of
luminous flux of the most common lighting devices
used by households in grid- and non- grid-electrified
areas: CFL Energy Saver (30 W), Energy Saver (SHS),
Kerosene/Paraffin Wick Lamp, Incandescent Bulbs
(40 W), Fluorescent Tube (30 W) and Solar Lamp.

80

Lower
luminous
flux [lm]

Higher
luminous
flux [lm]

CFL Energy Saver (30 W) [34]

1500

2100

Energy Saver (SHS) [33]

210

420

Kerosene Wick Lamp [35]

8

82

Incandescent Bulb (40 W) [36]

400

680

Fluorescent Tube (30 W) [36]

750

3540

Solar Lamp (stored in
rechargeable batteries) [35]

25

200

Due to data constraints, mobile, non-solar powered
torches and candles are excluded from the analysis on
lighting. Firewood is rarely used for lighting and is
therefore also excluded. Information on lighting tools
has been cross-checked by knowledgeable project
partners [33].
It should be noted that firewood, kerosene and
paraffin, charcoal, LPG/LNG, Diesel and dry-cell
batteries are important energy sources of rural households
in SSA. These energy sources could be replaced by
access to (grid-) electricity, which is why household´s
monthly expenditures and usage of these energy sources
will be studied more in detail below.
2.2. Propensity score matching (PSM)
This study examines socio-economic impacts of gridelectrification. These include lighting and lumen hours,
children´s study time after nightfall, energy expenditures
and usage time of the most frequent appliances used by
households in rural Sub-Saharan African areas in terms
of TV, mobile phone and radio.
For the purpose of effect analysis, two comparison
groups, one of those households being exposed to the
invention (here: grid-electrified households) and one of
those households not being exposed to it (off-grid
households), need to be established. However, the
isolation of the genuine effects of grid-electrification
might be biased by unobserved influencing parameters
researchers cannot control for. Theoretically, the most
suitable research design to address bias is randomly
chosen research units. However, practical research
cannot always achieve this. To tackle biases and
influencing factors, this study relies on PSM based on
[37]. It is a quasi-experimental method frequently
applied in research when the intervention to be studied
is not assigned randomly to units as it often happens in
rural electrification [38].
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similar living conditions in terms of a large part of their
characteristics and irrespective of their grid-connection
status. In Table 2 below, the characteristics of households
are presented with respect to their grid-connection status.
In addition, Table 2 displays the corresponding test
statistic (t-statistic or chi-square (ǒ2)).
It can be noted that the means and shares of households
do not differ statistically significantly in terms of
household size, number of household members
contributing to the household income household´s head
education, age and gender.
Additionally, households from off-grid areas have
comparable access to formal financial services,
ownerships of buildings and farm land. Yet, there are
statistically significant differences in terms of use of
formal financial services, primary source of drinking
water, toilet type facility and number of rooms, as well
as floor type in a household´s main building. The
differing primary sources of drinking water reflect the
fact that public water pumps were available in not yet
grid-connected villages.
As presented in Table 2, it can be noted that almost
half of the households (47%) in the not yet gridconnected villages use Solar Home Systems and there is
an evident difference in usage of Solar Home System
between households from the grid-electrified (8%) and
not yet grid-electrified villages. Thus, almost half of the
not yet grid-connected households are already electrified
in terms of access to solar based technologies. In 2009,
only 4% of the not yet connected households reported to
own Solar Home Systems [31]. This finding underlines
the significantly increased importance of solar powered
technologies and the pre-grid electrification status of
off-grid households in this region.
Conversely, some households in the grid-connected
areas reported to have had access to solar power before
the grid arrived, and still use it. Individual generators are
rarely used in both areas and some few households also
use batteries to power their homes. However, results
suggest that some households combine multiple
electricity resources, instead of only relying on one
electricity resource. On the other hand, firewood is the
main energy source for cooking for households (93% in
grid-electrified household compared to 99% in not yet
grid-electrified households).
As Table 3 below shows, households differ significantly in their weekly mean expenditure on electricity,
kerosene and paraffin, dry-cell batteries and candles.

To ensure a high matching quality, Genetic matching
is applied to establish comparison groups. The calculated
mean difference between the outcomes of these two
matched groups is then interpreted as the (population)
average intervention or treatment effect [37].
However, as the study deals with non-random
targeting of electrification, it is restricted to a subsample
of the population. Therefore, the analysis considers
“alternate treatment effects”, the treatment-on-thetreated- effects (TOT) or average treatment effects on
the treated (ATT):
E(Yi1) I zi = 1 – E(Yi0 ) I zi = 1;

(1)

treatment effect for treated unit i = outcomei (observed)
- outcomei (unobserved) or treatment effect for nontreated unit i = outcomei (unobserved) - outcomei
(observed), where only the expected observed and
potential outcomes Y of the units being treated zi = 1 are
considered [37].
The types of treatment effects could differ significantly
due to the aforementioned presence of hidden and nonobserved biases. This is also why the subsequent
sensitivity analysis is of crucial importance to undermine
the detected effects [39] based on [40] and [41]. The
sensitivity analysis is based on the Wilcoxon-signed
ranks test as suggested by [42]. The whole analysis is
conducted in R [43] and follows the structure as
suggested by Leite et al. [39].
3. Empirical results
This section provides descriptive statistics and the steps
involved in PSM. Descriptive statistics allow the reader
to get an understanding of important socio-economic
characteristics and conditions of households in the study
area. This part further contrasts household´s ownership
and usage of electric appliances as well as expenditures
on and usage of energy sources. Moreover, it also
contains information regarding illumination before
matching analysis is undertaken. PSM includes the
identification of covariates for model specification
encompassing checks on model quality, the estimation
of the effects of electrification and a subsequent
sensitivity analysis.
3.1. Descriptive statistics
Data analysis from the survey before the matching
procedure indicates that households from both areas have

International Journal of Sustainable Energy Planning and Management Vol. 21 2019

84

81

Socio-economic impacts of rural electrification in Tanzania

Table 2: Descriptive statistics on surveyed households from grid- connected and not yet grid connected areas
Grid-electrified
households
(sample size = 40)

Not yet grid-electrified
households
(sample size = 66)

Test statistic

Average household size

4.5

4.5

t = 0.13

Share of male household heads [%]

80

82

X2 = 6.71

Average household head´s education [in yr]

7

7

t = 0.26

Average age of household head [in yr]

43

41

t = 0.77

Average no. of household members contributing to
household income

2

2

t = 1.1

Household has access to formal financial services [%]

77.5

87.9

X2 = 1.29

Household uses formal financial services [%]

72.5

87.9

X2 = 3.03*

Share of households owning farm land [%]

97.5

100

X2 = 0.06

No. of buildings a household owns

2

2

t = 0.12

No. of rooms in household´s main building

7

6

t = 1.96*

77.5

74.2

X2 = 0.02

Floor material of main building (cement) [%]

55

74.2

X2 = 3.35*

Roof top material of main building (iron) [%]

100

98.5

X2 = 0.0

Household´s toilet facility (without drainage) [%]

85

100

X2 = 7.87***

92.5

50

X2 = 18.21***

Firewood is the main energy source for cooking [%]

93

99

X2 = 2.4567

Usage of Solar Home System [%]

8

47

X2 = 17.80***

Usage of car battery for electric purposes [%]

8

2

X2 = 0.296

Usage of individual generator [%]

0

0

NA

Wall material of main building (baked bricks) [%]

Household´s source of drinking water (unprotected spring) [%]

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

Table 3: Weekly energy related expenditures (in Tanzanian shilling) per household in grid and not yet grid-connected villages
Grid-electrified households
Electricity
Kerosene, Paraffin

Not yet grid-electrified
households

Test statistic

1040

0

t = 10.71***

70

625

t = –3.17***

Diesel

0

0

NA

LPG/LNG

0

0

NA

Charcoal

275

38

t = 1.10

Candles

308

85

t = 1.79*

Dry-cell batteries

139

1274

t = –4.72***

Firewood

437

38

t = 1.57

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

Conversely, households in grid-electrified villages
have higher weekly average costs for candles. Differences
were also identified in firewood and charcoal
expenditures. However, these differences are statistically

In the not yet grid-electrified villages, households do not
incur any electricity costs. It is evident that their average
expenditures for kerosene, paraffin and batteries are
significantly higher.
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below, the households differ significantly in terms of
weekly average usage of kerosene and paraffin and
dry-cell batteries. No significant differences can be
identified in terms of weekly average usage of candles.
Table 5 below displays ownership and daily usage of
electric appliances in the analyzed households.
Households from both areas are similar regarding radio
and mobile phone usage and ownership. These are the
most possessed and used technologies.
It should be noted that mobile phone usage may
reflect charging with electricity, whereby the operation
of radios could also be based on dry-cell batteries. In

not significant. It should be noted that most households
collect firewood which is free of charge. Among the
negligible expenditure items of households are LPG/
LNG and diesel.
However, it should be noted that prices of the different
energy sources might differ, which might affect the level
of expenditure. For this reason, the study took into
account the quantities of different energy sources that a
household consumes on a weekly basis. The analysis is
limited to those energy expenditures (apart from
elasticity and firewood) that were significantly different
before (see in Table 3 before). As shown in Table 4

Table 4: Weekly consumed amount of energy sources per household in grid and not yet grid-connected villages
Grid-electrified
households

Not yet grid-electrified
households

Test statistic

Kerosene, Paraffin [in ltr]

0.04

0.2

t = –2.57**

Candles

0.7

0.2

t = 1.59

Dry-cell batteries

0.2

1.9

t = –5.16***

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

Table 5: Ownership (share in%) and daily mean usage of electric appliances (in minutes) of grid and not yet grid-connected
households
Grid-electrified
households

Not yet grid-electrified
households

Test statistic

Radio

90

86

X2 = 0.3

Radio usage

210

242

t = -0.934

Mobile phone

95

80

X2= 4.42*

128.6

35.4

t = 1.244

TV

Mobile phone usage

50

15

X2 = 13.23***

TV usage

85

26.1

t = 3.025***

Computer

13

1.5

X2 = 5.628**

22.5

1

t = 1.871**

Water heater

5

0

X2 = 3.364

Mill

5

0

X2 = 3.364

Iron

18

9

X2 = 1.636

Refrigerator

3

0

X2 = 1.665

Internet facility

5

0

X2 = 3.364

Power tiller

0

1.5

X2 = 0.612

Washing machine

0

0

NA

Sewing machine

0

0

NA

Water pump

0

0

NA

Fan

0

0

NA

Computer usage

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance
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Table 6: Average consumption of lighting and lumen hours (lmhr) in grid and not yet grid-connected households
Grid-electrified
households

Not yet grid-electrified
households

Test statistic

Average total lmhr consumed, lower level assumed

44924

4096

t = 8.72***

Average total lmhr consumed, higher level assumed

65288

8785

t = 8.2***

Average lighting hours per day

32.95

23.94

t = 2.01**

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

Table 7: Daily average study time of children at home after nightfall in grid and not yet grid-connected households

Home-based study time of children (after nightfall)
[in min]

Grid-electrified
households

Not yet grid-electrified
households

Test statistic

46.5

57.9

t = –1.01

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

The mean values in daily lighting and lumen hours
(lower and higher levels assumed) differ between the
households from the mini-grid-electrified and offgrid-electrified villages (see Table 6 above). It is evident
that households the grid-electrified area have significantly
higher daily mean lighting (32.95 hours per day
compared to 23.94 hours per day) and lumen hours
(44924 lmhr or 65288 lmhr compared to 4096 or
8785 lmhr, respectively). In terms of daily lighting
hours, the discrepancies are not too high. However, in
terms of lumen hours, the differences are substantial.
Although households from not yet grid-connected
villages also have access to (electric) light sources their
lighting quality is significantly lower.
Based on the significant results regarding illumination,
in the following, the study examines whether the
extended and improved illumination has an effect on the
daily home-based study time of children after nightfall,
which could impact their education. As can be noted in
see Table 7 above, on average, children of not yet gridvillages study more after nightfall than children from
grid-electrified villages (57.9 minutes compared to
46.5 minutes, respectively). However, the differences are
minor and statistically not significant.

terms of TV and computer ownership, it can be noted
that households differ significantly. In addition, there is
a statistically significantly higher usage of TVs or
computers in grid-electrified households.
However, computers are generally less widespread
than TVs. Moreover, only a minor share of gridconnected households owns an internet facility. This is
also why the study does not consider the usage of
computers in the PSM below.
In addition, very few households own an iron, a mill,
a power tiller, a water heater, or a refrigerator, which is
why their usage- despite their productive potential- is
not studied more in detail in the following. No household
possesses a washing or a sewing machine, a water pump
or a fan. Overall, it should be noted that most of the
differences observed are not statistically significant.
This underlines the similarities of households regarding
electric appliance ownership.
As previously described, the study distinguishes
between lower and higher levels of lumen of the most
frequent lighting tools applied. It is not possible to
reflect the real lumen power of all the lighting tools
available in a household because different levels of
lumen might be combined within a household. However,
the lower lumen ranges, as specified in section 2.1 in
Table 1 above, describe the lowest lumen power possible,
whereas the highest lumen levels represent the highest
possible lumen regarding the different lighting tools
used in a household. Lighting hours refer to the sum of
usage time per day across all lamps in a household.

84

3.2. Identification of covariates for PSM
The selection of covariates for the final model to estimate the propensity scores draws on former research
and previous statistical checks [19,20,44]. As shown in
Table 8 below, covariates include gender and educa-
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tional level of the household head. Further, the study
considers the number of household members and
members contributing to income as well as the main
source of household drinking water. Related to a household´s main building characteristics, the analysis
respects floor type.
The visual diagnostic on propensity score estimation
quality (in Figure 2 below) confirms that there is enough
support to estimate mean treatment effects of gridelectrification by the specified model.
Furthermore, as presented in Table 9 below, there is
sufficient performance in covariate balance. Genetic
matching procedure yields high degrees of covariate
balance across all outcome variables. The lowest
maximum absolute standardized mean differences
(MASMD) is in all cases is less than 0.1. Thus, the
propensity score estimation method performs adequately,

Table 9: Covariate balance of Genetic matching

MASMD

Table 8: Model for propensity score estimation
Covariate selection

Covariates with
MASMD
above 0.25

Coefficient

Daily lighting hours

0.08

0 (0%)

Daily lower lmhr

0.06

0 (0%)

Daily higher lmhr

0.08

0 (0%)

Daily children´s home-based
study time (after nightfall)

0.08

0 (0%)

Daily TV usage

0.07

0 (0%)

Daily radio usage

0.08

0 (0%)

Daily mobile phone usage

0.06

0 (0%)

Weekly expenditures for
paraffin /kerosene

0.08

0 (0%)

Weekly consumed amount of
dry-cell batteries

0.08

0 (0%)

Weekly expenditures for
dry-cell batteries

0.08

0 (0%)

Weekly consumed amount
of dry-cell batteries

0.08

0 (0%)

Gender of household head

0.39631

Educational background of
household head [in yr]

0.11582

Weekly expenditures for
candles

0.06

0 (0%)

Household size

–0.12781

Weekly consumed amount
of candles

0.08

0 (0%)

No. of household members
contributing to income

0.52198

Weekly expenditures for
charcoal

0.08

0 (0%)

Weekly expenditures for
firewood

0.08

0 (0%)

Main source of drinking water

2.61968***

Main building´s floor type

–0.99278 **

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

0

5

Frequency

10

15

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% level of significance

–5

–4

–3

–2

–1

0

1

2

Shaded = Not grid-electrified | Grid-electrified

Figure 2: Distribution of linear propensity scores
Source: Author
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conventional significant level. This implies that gridelectrified households watch almost one hour more TV
per day than not yet grid-electrified households. The
estimated treatment effects of grid-electricity on daily
radio and mobile phone usage (ATT = 13.2 and ATT =
91.8, respectively) are not significant.
Regarding the weekly expenditures for and amount of
energy sources consumed, the output suggests that
access to grid-electricity has a significant impact on the
spending on and usage of dry-cell batteries. Gridelectrified households consume and spend significantly
less money on dry-cell batteries in a week (ATT = –1.06
and ATT = –608.9, respectively) than not yet grid
electrified households.
No impact of grid-electricity on expenses for charcoal
or firewood can be detected. Moreover, treatments
analysis suggests that grid-electrification has no impact
on households’ weekly consumption and expenditures

which is why the model can be applied to estimate
treatment effects.
3.3. Estimation of treatment effects and sensitivity
analysis
As displayed in Table 10 below, it is evident that access
to grid-electricity has a significant impact on average
total lighting and lumen hours of households. Gridconnected households have significantly higher lighting
hours (ATT = 18.38) and lmhr per day on average than
households from off-grid areas (ATT = 42044 and
ATT = 59583, respectively).
However, extended lighting hours through gridelectricity do not have an impact on daily home-based
study time of children after nightfall. The ATT of -11.9
is not significant. On the contrary, in terms of watching
TV, the households differ significantly. After matching,
the estimated average treatment effect is 59.1 at

Table 10. Average treatment effects (ATT)

AI
S.E. †

Critical Gamma
ī
Lower bound ††
(hidden bias)

Critical Gamma
ī
Upper bound ††
(hidden bias)

ATT

t-statistic

Daily lighting hours

18.38

3.22***

5.72

>3

> 2.0

Daily lower lmhr

42044

6.95***

6045.4

>3

>3

Daily higher lmhr

59583

6.55***

9090.3

>3

>3

Daily children´s home-based study time (after
nightfall) [in min]

–11.9

–0.79

15.14

1

< 1.4

Daily TV usage [in min]

59.1

1.91**

30.91

>3

> 1.8

Daily radio usage [in min]

13.2

0.28

47.62

< 1.2

< 1.1

Daily mobile phone usage [in min]

91.8

0.92

99.84

> 1.3

>3

Weekly expenditures for paraffin/kerosene
[in Tshs]

–171.6

–1.378

124.4

1

< 1.1

Weekly consumed amount of paraffin/kerosene
[in ltr]

–0.11

–1.49

0.07

1

< 1.8

Weekly expenditures for dry-cell batteries
[in Tshs]

–608.9

–1.82*

334.21

>3

>3

Weekly consumed amount of dry-cell batteries
[in Tshs]

–1.06

–1.9*

0.56

>3

>3

Weekly expenditures for candles [in Tshs]

54.19

0.21

260.26

1

<2

Weekly consumed amount of candles [in Tshs]

0.10

0.16

0.64

1

<2

Weekly expenditures for charcoal [in Tshs]

240

0.83

288.57

>3

>3

Weekly expenditures for firewood [in Tshs]

309.3

0.95

324.19

>1

>3

***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% levels of significance
† Standard error based on AI estimator
†† Wilcoxon Signed Rank p-values based on [42]
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higher access to information and knowledge, which
could influence their education or income. However, the
effects of TV usage on education or income depend on
the content of the TV program but also on the extent to
which TV watching comes at the expense of (other)
educational or income generating activities. It has also
been detected that extended and improved lighting does
not lead to a significantly higher study time at home of
children in households with grid-electricity. Home based
evening study time of children amounts to less than one
hour per day in both areas. On the other hand, it should
be noted, that children could also study at schools at
night, which is not considered in the present analysis.
The finding on children´s home based study time
contrasts with findings from Bensch et al. for the rural
Senegal [46] and for the Rwandan context [20]. They
were able to identify significantly higher study times or
times spent on educational activities in electrified
households.
The relatively low uptake and usage of electric appliances after grid-electrification may reflect household’s
persistently low power consumption. This is in line with
findings from [19] and shows that it indeed may take
some time until comprehensive socio-economic effects
of rural electrification can be detected. It also may confirm that the enhancement of socio-economic conditions has to be addressed by a comprehensive approach,
e.g. by including complementary infrastructures.
For example, no water supply systems were in place
in 2015. Therefore, investments of households in sanitary
installations or washing machines were not likely. In
addition, it has been detected that households still
mainly rely on cooking with firewood. Cooking with
traditional biomass cookstoves is still and expected to
remain a widespread phenomenon in Sub-Saharan
Africa [47]. Consequently, significant improvements to
health conditions of household members by reducing
indoor air pollution may remain limited. It also may
imply that the contribution of electrification to
environmental protection in terms of reducing land
degradation, deforestation, and air pollution is restricted.
On the other hand, the development and introduction of
new technologies, such as PV-eCook systems, might
become competitive and revolutionize cooking within
the next years in Sub-Saharan Africa [48] and thereby
contribute to health and environmental protection.
Commonly, the lack of electric appliances is associated
with availability, affordability, reliability, sustainability
and social acceptability of these technologies.

for paraffin/kerosene and candles. Sensitivity analysis
indicates that most of the results are robust and not
sensitive to hidden bias by the influence of unobserved
confounders at comparatively high Gamma (ī) values at
conventional significant levels. However, findings related
to daily radio and mobile phone usage as well as on
households’ weekly consumption and expenditures for
paraffin and kerosene and candles need to be interpreted
with caution because inference might change at low
values of ī due to their vulnerability to the presence of
hidden bias.
4. Conclusion and discussion
This case study analyses the impacts of gridelectrification compared to pre-grid-electrification on
households in Mufindi, in rural Southern Tanzania. In
2015, the year of data collection, the grid-connected
households had access to grid electricity for three years.
By relying on the Propensity Score Matching (PSM)
procedure, the undertaken analysis indicates that socioeconomic impacts of grid-electrification on households
are limited. Overall, three years after grid-electrification,
acquisition and usage of electric appliances in households
remained relatively low. In most of the cases, gridconnected and off-grid but potentially pre-gridelectrified households do not differ much in terms of
ownership of electric appliances. The most significant
effects of grid-electrification can be identified in relation
to lighting and quality of lighting. Average lighting and
lumen hours per day are significantly higher in the
interconnected mini-grid- connected areas than in offgrid but pre-grid electrified areas. This means that
access to grid-electricity compared to access to off-grid
electricity is at the front in terms of enhancing the
quality of life of households. The positive impact of
grid-electricity on lighting usage, and thereby on
households´ quality of life, has also been confirmed by
other researchers dealing with the Sub-Saharan African
context: Bensch et al. [20] for the case of Rwanda,
Bensch et al. [44] and Chaplin et al. [45] for the case of
Tanzania.
Results show that radios and mobile phones belong to
the most possessed appliances. Matching results suggest
that households in grid- and not yet grid-electrified
villages do not differ much in terms of their daily usage.
Only in terms of TV, matching analysis establishes a
significantly higher usage in grid-electrified households.
This means that these households have potentially
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more evident than ever: Penetration rates of solar based
technologies, such as solar lanterns and solar home
systems, in Sub-Saharan African rural areas accelerated
in recent years [13]. This has also been observed in
Mufindi. Solar based energy systems can be appropriate
means for sustainable rural electrification and
development. At least, they can help to pre-grid-electrify
households at low costs and meet social and environmental
concerns. In this way households can prepare for the
arrival of the grid and do not start from the scratch in
terms of access to electricity.
However, gaining access to grid-electricity does not
automatically imply that households abandon off-grid
technologies. On the contrary, results indicate that
households rely on multiple electricity sources. This
can be beneficial, e.g. to counterbalance the effects of
power outages, which was confirmed in another study
on this project [49]. The reliance of households on
multiple electricity sources after grid-electrification is
in line with observations by Enslev et al. [50] (p.135 f.)
for the rural Kenyan context: Grid electricity “reorganises
and changes the composition of the various energy
sources already in use”. This reflects the fact that gridelectricity does not encounter a “vacuum” but rather an
infrastructure in which certain needs- albeit limited- can
already be met.
Evidence from the present study suggests that planners
should consider the pre-grid-electrification status of offgrid communities and households to tailor electricity
requirements accordingly. It has been observed that rural
households` energy consumption follows a complex and
dynamic pattern that depends on many factors and does
not seem to develop linearly to policy interventions such
as grid expansion. On the contrary, nowadays, many
households might get access to technologies and
electricity without the intervention of any deliberate
policy [7].
Therefore, it is of utmost importance that planners
take into account available, affordable and rapidly
changing technologies driving the energy transition.
These include (decentralized) energy systems but also
appliances, such as the aforementioned PV eCook
systems or LED technologies.
The interconnection of off-grid and grid energy
systems can be of crucial importance because it allows
to address households’ electricity requirements in a
more flexible manner. Moreover, planners should keep
in mind the possible supportive function of off-grid

Notwithstanding, it has to be noted that there were some
few households possessing electric devices (e.g.
computer or mills) that might spur productive activities
in the long run. However, while interviewing the
households, lack of knowledge with regard to the use of
electricity and electric appliances was also noted. To
address these constraints, awareness campaigns
informing the Mufindi population about electricity
usage (e.g. concerning the usage of electric kettles and
mills) started in 2016 [33], approximately a year after
data collection for this study. Impacts of these initiatives
on the acquisition and usage of new electric appliances
should be addressed in a future study.
With regard to expenditures on energy sources,
matching analysis suggests that only the discrepancy in
terms of spending on dry-cell batteries can be attributed
grid-electrification. It could indicate that significantly
more off-grid households are running radios and lighting
tools on dry-cell batteries. The diffusion of dry-cell
batteries in rural Sub-Saharan African off-grid areas was
also noted by Peters et al. [7] and Bensch et al. [35]. The
lower usage of dry-cell batteries in grid-electrified
households may suggest that these households are less
likely to be exposed to health risks and that their
environment is less burdened by inappropriate disposal
of batteries. To address these risks in high usage areas,
Bensch et al. [35] propose to implement monitoring and
waste management systems and call for immediate
action to address the inappropriate disposal of dry-cell
batteries. This may be also recommendable for the
Mufindi region, in particular for off-grid areas.
The non-significant difference in terms of weekly
consumption of and expenses for paraffin and kerosene
after matching may suggest that these sources are less
frequently used for lighting purposes, also in off-grid
areas, which might be attributable to the spread of solar
based technologies but also to the usage of lighting tools
that run with dry-cell batteries. For example, Grimm et
al. [8] and Bensch et al. [44] found out that LED
technologies are increasingly used by households in
rural Tanzania. In many cases these technologies
replaced fuel-run lamps and are nowadays affordable
even for poor households [44]. Thus, improved efficiency
and quality in lighting expressed in lumen hours may not
be necessarily related to higher expenditures.
To sum up, results indicate that an important share of
rural power consumption may already be met by smallscale and off-grid energy technologies. Nowadays, it is
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systems for future interconnections to main grids. The
ability to meet future higher loads (more flexible) is
certainly one of the main motivations of policy and
decision makers to still use grid electrification as the
main means of electrification. Nevertheless, there is also
a trend towards off-grid electrification in Tanzania. For
example, the introduction of the aforementioned SPPA
framework contributed to the realization of numerous
off-grid projects since 2008 [18].
Based on this study´s findings, there should be more
research on the dynamics of rural energy consumption
trends and on how to address barriers of higher-level
electric appliances adoption, such as recently done by
[51]. Moreover, upcoming research should also study
the causal effects of blackouts and outages of
interconnected systems by also including more
(intermediary and final) outcome indicators and research
units such as enterprises and/or (public) institutions.
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ABSTRACT
,PSDFWHYDOXDWLRQLQUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQUHVHDUFKXVXDOO\VWXGLHVWKHHIIHFWVXQGHUWKHIUDPHZRUNRIDRQHGLPHQVLRQDODSSURDFKIURPHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
WRVRFLRHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWDQGRUYLFHYHUVD5HFHQWUHVHDUFKLGHQWL¿HVWKHQHHGIRUPRUHUHVHDUFKXQFRYHULQJUHYHUVHIHHGEDFNDQGFRPSOH[LWLHV
RIUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQSURMHFWV)RUSODQQHUVUHJXODWRUVDQGLQYHVWRUVLWLVYHU\LPSRUWDQWWRNQRZDERXWWKHG\QDPLFVWRIDFLOLWDWHWKHLUSODQQLQJ
7KLVSDSHUDVVHVVHVHIIHFWVRIHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQGDLO\OLJKWLQJOXPHQDQGRSHUDWLQJKRXUVRIPLFURHQWHUSULVHV,WLVEDVHGRQDFDVHVWXG\RIDZLWK
WKHPDLQJULGLQWHUFRQQHFWHGPLQLJULGSURMHFWORFDWHGLQ6RXWKHUQ7DQ]DQLD3URSHQVLW\VFRUHPDWFKLQJPHWKRGLVDSSOLHGWRLGHQWLI\FRQWURODQG
research groups. Furthermore, qualitative data allows for a comprehensive overview on dynamic interactions between electricity demand and the
ORFDOPDUNHWVWUXFWXUH7KHVWXG\UHYHDOVWKDWPLQLJULGHOHFWULFLW\KDVVLJQL¿FDQWLPSDFWVRQWKHTXDOLW\RILOOXPLQDWLRQLQPLFURHQWHUSULVHVEXWQR
HYLGHQFHRILPSDFWVRQOLJKWLQJDQGRSHUDWLRQKRXUVFDQEHLGHQWL¿HG2IIJULGV\VWHPVPDLQO\FRQVLVWLQJRIVRODUWHFKQRORJLHVPLJKWDOUHDG\PHHW
a major share of electricity demand and do not necessarily have to compete with grid power supply, but can complement it. Complementary activities
and infrastructures are needed to stimulate electricity demand and business development.
Keywords:5XUDO(OHFWUL¿FDWLRQ,PSDFW(YDOXDWLRQ3URSHQVLW\6FRUH0DWFKLQJ0LFUR(QWHUSULVHV6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFD
-(/&ODVVL¿FDWLRQV&,24

600 million people without access to electricity, which is mainly
due to population growth and uneven progress.

1. INTRODUCTION
6LQFH WKH \HDU  JUHDW SURJUHVV LQ HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ KDV EHHQ
PDGH DQG  ELOOLRQ SHRSOH KDYH JDLQHG DFFHVV WR HOHFWULFLW\
However, with 1 billion of people without access to electricity,
WKH JDS WR UHDFK WKH 6XVWDLQDEOH 'HYHORSPHQW *RDO  6'*
  81'(6$ XQLYHUVDODFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\LQ
LVVWLOOSURQRXQFHG ,($ :KHUHDVJULGH[WHQVLRQUHPDLQV
the preferred option to electrify particularly more densely
SRSXODWHGDUHDVWKHUROHRIRIIJULGV\VWHPVIRUHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
VXFKDVPLQLJULGV\VWHPVVKRXOGQRWEHXQGHUHVWLPDWHG7KLVLV
especially true for less densely populated and remote areas with
GLI¿FXOWWHUUDLQ7KHLQWHUQDWLRQDOHQHUJ\DJHQF\ ,($ HVWLPDWHV
WKDWDSSUR[LPDWHO\RIUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQLVFRVWHIIHFWLYHO\
EHVWPHWE\GHFHQWUDOL]HGV\VWHPV ,($ +RZHYHUUHFHQW
,($ IRUHFDVWV IXUWKHU HVWLPDWH WKDW E\  WKHUH ZLOO VWLOO EH

7DQ]DQLD ZKLFK LV LQ WKH IRFXV RI WKH SUHVHQW VWXG\ LV RQH RI
WKHOHDVWHOHFWUL¿HGDQGSRRUHVWFRXQWULHVLQWKHZRUOGEXWKDV
H[SHULHQFHGIDVWSURJUHVVLQHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQDQGHFRQRPLFJURZWKLQ
the recent years. Nowadays, more than a third of its total population
has access to electricity. This is mainly attributed to the enabling
HQYLURQPHQWIRURIIJULGV\VWHPV6RODU39V\VWHPVVHUYHDERXWD
TXDUWHURIKRXVHKROGVZLWKDFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\ ,($S 
EDVHGRQ 70(0 7KHVHGHYHORSPHQWVPXVWEHWDNHQLQWR
DFFRXQWLQUHVHDUFKRQLPSDFWVRI UXUDO HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
7KHZLGHVSUHDGKRSHDVVRFLDWHGZLWKHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQLVWRERRVWWKH
VRFLRHFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQWWKHUHLVDFRQVHQVXVWKDWHOHFWULFLW\
LVDFULWLFDOEXWQRWVXI¿FLHQWLQSXWIDFWRUIRUGHYHORSPHQW<HW

7KLV-RXUQDOLVOLFHQVHGXQGHUD&UHDWLYH&RPPRQV$WWULEXWLRQ,QWHUQDWLRQDO/LFHQVH
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the direction of causality between electric power consumption
DQG HFRQRPLF RXWSXW H[SDQVLRQ UHPDLQV XQFOHDU 2PUL 
0HQHJDNL $VZLOOEHGLVFXVVHGEHORZHYLGHQFHRILPSDFWV
RI UXUDO HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ RQ LQFRPH HPSOR\PHQW HGXFDWLRQ DQG
KHDOWKLQWKH6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFDQFRQWH[WUHPDLQVWKLQHYHQZKHQ
GHDOLQJZLWKWKHHYDOXDWLRQRIODUJHVFDOHHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQSURMHFWV
3HWHUVDQG6LHYHUW2GDUQRHWDO/HQ]HWDO 
In many rural cases, electricity consumption levels are still low and
HOHFWULFLW\LVPDLQO\XVHGIRUOLJKWLQJSXUSRVHV 3HWHUVDQG6LHYHUW
/HQ]HWDO ,QWKHLUUHFHQWSDSHU5LYDHWDO  
GHYHORSHG D FRPSOH[ IUDPHZRUN RQ WKH FDXVDO  LQWHUDFWLRQV
between electricity use and development in rural areas from the
global South to provide guidelines that can support rural electricity
SODQQLQJ7KH\SRLQWHGRXWWKDWWKHUHODWLRQVKLSVDUHYHU\FRQWH[W
DQGWLPHVSHFL¿FDQGWKDWIHHGEDFNVVKRXOGEHVWXGLHGDVZHOO
EHFDXVHWKH\PLJKWKDYHERWKSRVLWLYHDQGQHJDWLYHLPSOLFDWLRQV
IRUGHYHORSPHQW5LYDHWDO  FRQVLGHUSRVLWLYHLQWHUDFWLRQV
possible only if complementary services and infrastructures are
also taken into account.

LVLQPDQ\FDVHVRI³DQHFGRWDOQDWXUH´ 2GDUQRHWDOS 
SDUWLFXODUO\LQWKH6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFDQFRQWH[W /HQ]HWDO
%HUQDUG%RVHWDO 

For the purpose of analysis, the present paper studies the dynamics
between electricity demand and local market production with a
IRFXVRQWKHHIIHFWVRIJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQPLFURHQWHUSULVHV
LQ 0X¿QGL LQ WKH 6RXWKHUQ +LJKODQGV RI 7DQ]DQLD 7R UHÀHFW
electricity demand, daily average lighting hours of micro
HQWHUSULVHVLQJULGFRQQHFWHGDQGQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGEXWSUHJULG
HOHFWUL¿HGYLOODJHVDUHVWXGLHG7KHDQDO\VLVIXUWKHUFRPSDUHVGDLO\
average consumption of lumen hours of micro enterprises and their
average operation hours during times of darkness. Electric lighting
LV D FOHDQ OLJKWLQJ VRXUFH GH¿QHG DV DQ LQWHUPHGLDU\ RXWFRPH
DQGLVVDLGWRKDYHDQLPSDFWRQVHYHUDOVRFLRHFRQRPLFRXWFRPH
LQGLFDWRUV VXFK DV KHDOWK HGXFDWLRQ DQG LQFRPH -LPHQH] DQG
$OEHUWR   /XPHQ KRXUV FRXOG EH DQ LQGLFDWRU IRU TXDOLW\
DQG FRQYHQLHQFH RI OLJKWLQJ %KDWLD DQG$QJHORX   7KH
analysis on the dynamics is based on qualitative analysis, whereas
SURSHQVLW\VFRUHPDWFKLQJ 360LQWKHIROORZLQJ LVDSSOLHGWR
VWXG\WKHDYHUDJHWUHDWPHQWHIIHFWV ³$77´ RIJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
RQ OLJKWLQJ DQG OXPHQ KRXUV DV ZHOO DV RQ WKH H[WHQVLRQ RI
operation hours of businesses.

Using an instrumental variable approach and community’s land
JUDGLHQWDVDSUHGLFWRURIHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ'LQNHOPDQ  VWXGLHG
WKH LPSDFW RI HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ RQ ZRPHQV SDUWLFLSDWLRQ LQ WKH
ODERUPDUNHWLQ6RXWK$IULFD6KHVWXGLHGWKHUHDOORFDWLRQRIWLPH
GXHWRKDYLQJDFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\'LQNHOPDQ  REVHUYHG
that women’s time spent on fuel collection could be shifted and
dedicated to more productive activities.

2QHRIWKHPRVWLQÀXHQWLDOVWXGLHVLQWKH¿HOGLVWKHVWXG\IURPWKH
,QGHSHQGHQW(YDOXDWLRQ*URXS ,(* IURP ,(* $W
that time, only weak evidence was detected, and connection costs
ZHUHLGHQWL¿HGDVDPDMRUEDUULHUIRUSRRUKRXVHKROGVWREHFRPH
connected to electricity. Nowadays, a decade after publication
RIWKH,(*VWXG\VRPHRIIJULGWHFKQRORJLHVKDYHEHFRPHPRUH
affordable, which is why the situation might have changed since
then.
,PSDFWHYDOXDWLRQRIUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQIDFHVPDQ\PHWKRGRORJLFDO
FKDOOHQJHVEHFDXVHVLPSOHZLWKDQGZLWKRXWRUEHIRUHDQGDIWHU
DSSURDFKHVDUHVXVFHSWLEOHWRELDVHV %HUQDUG5DYDOOLRQ
 +RZHYHUFXUUHQWUHVHDUFKLVLQFUHDVLQJO\XVLQJDGYDQFHG
PHWKRGV WR VWXG\ WKH HIIHFWV RI HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ -LPHQH] DQG
$OEHUWR%HUQDUG'LQNHOPDQ 

,QWKHLUSDSHU3HWHUVHWDO  VWXGLHGWKHLPSDFWVRI
HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQ¿UPSHUIRUPDQFHLQ%HQLQE\UHO\LQJRQ360
7KH\ LGHQWL¿HG DQ LQFUHDVH LQ HQWHUSULVH FUHDWLRQ DQG KLJKHU
SUR¿WV IRU QHZO\ FUHDWHG ¿UPV DIWHU HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ  +RZHYHU
WKH\FODLPWKDWWKHVHSUR¿WVPLJKWFURZRXWHDUQLQJVIURPRWKHU
businesses and limit the net effects on the local economy. They
ZHUHQRWDEOHWRGHWHUPLQHEHQH¿FLDOLPSDFWVIRUH[LVWLQJ¿UPV
WKURXJK HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ 7KH\ FDOO IRU FRPSOHPHQWDU\ PHDVXUHV
WKDW DGGUHVV WKH SUREOHP RI WKH ³HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ WUDS´ ZKLFK
describes the problem of micro enterprises that decide to become
JULGHOHFWUL¿HGEHFDXVHWKH\RYHUHVWLPDWHWKHH[SHFWHGSUR¿WVRI
JULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ 3HWHUVHWDOS 

7KH UHPDLQGHU RI WKH SDSHU LV RUJDQL]HG DV IROORZV 7KH QH[W
VHFWLRQUHYLHZVWKHOLWHUDWXUH6HFWLRQGHDOVZLWKDGHVFULSWLRQRI
the background and the project on which the case study in based
RQ7KHPHWKRGRORJ\LVRXWOLQHGLQVHFWLRQZKLOHLQVHFWLRQ
the results will be presented and discussed. Section 6 concludes
and gives an outlook and recommendations for future research.

,QWKHLUUHFHQWO\SXEOLVKHGUHSRUW&KDSOLQHWDO  VWXGLHGWKH
EHQH¿WVDQGFKDOOHQJHVRIJULGH[WHQVLRQLQ7DQ]DQLD%\XVLQJD
GLIIHUHQFHLQGLIIHUHQFHVDSSURDFKWKH\GHWHUPLQHGOLPLWHGVRFLR
HFRQRPLFLPSDFWVRIJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQKRXVHKROGV,QFUHDVHG
ownership of electric appliances, enhanced income generating
activities that rely on electricity, more time spent watching TV,
LQFUHDVHGSHUFHLYHGKRXVHKROGVDIHW\DQGFRQVXPSWLRQRIJULG
electricity.

2. LITERATURE REVIEW
$WPDFURHFRQRPLFOHYHOWKHFDXVDOUHODWLRQVKLSEHWZHHQHOHFWULFLW\
GHPDQGDQGHFRQRPLFRXWSXWKDVEHHQVWXGLHGH[WHQVLYHO\7KLV
KDVEHHQGRQHQRWRQO\IRUGHYHORSHGFRXQWULHV 6KDKED]HWDO
9DRQD6KDKED]HWDO EXWDOVRIRUFRXQWULHV
IURP WKH JOREDO 6RXWK %pODwG DQG$EGHUUDKPDQL  (VVR
+DPLW+DJJDU <HWXQWLOQRZWKHUHLVQRFRQVHQVXV
regarding the direction of causality between these two variables.
$OVRDWWKHPLFURHFRQRPLFOHYHOHYLGHQFHUHJDUGLQJWKHLPSDFWV
RIHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQVRFLRHFRQRPLFLQGLFDWRUVUHPDLQVZHDNDQG

&KDSOLQHWDO  VWLPXODWHDGHEDWHRQWKHUHGXFWLRQRIJULG
FRQQHFWLRQFRVWVZKLFKFRXOGLQFUHDVHWKHJULGHOHFWULFLW\DFFHVV
rate. They also encourage to carefully weigh up the effects of
increased time spent watching TV against educational outcomes
and identify greater need for action in the reduction of indoor
pollution through the usage of polluting fuels. However, in terms
RILQGRRUSROOXWLRQWKURXJKSROOXWLQJOLJKWLQJGHYLFHV%HQVFKHWDO
 VHHOHVVQHHGWRDFWLQWKH$IULFDQFRQWH[WEHFDXVHWKHXVDJH
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LQGH[ 03, DSSUR[LPDWHO\RIWKH7DQ]DQLDQSRSXODWLRQLQ
LVPXOWLGLPHQVLRQDOO\SRRULQWHUPVRIHGXFDWLRQKHDOWKDQG
VWDQGDUGRIOLYLQJ 7KH8QLWHG1DWLRQVS 

RIOLJKWHPLWWLQJGLRGHV /(' ODPSVLVDOUHDG\ZLGHVSUHDGDQG
KDVUHSODFHGNHURVHQHODPSVDQGFDQGOHVLQPDQ\$IULFDQUXUDO
DUHDV2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWKH\SRLQWRXWWKDWWKHLQFUHDVHRIGU\FHOO
EDWWHULHVUXQQLQJ/('ODPSVFDQOHDGWRPDVVLYHHQYLURQPHQWDO
problems if they are not disposed of properly.

,Q  SHU FDSLWD *'3 DPRXQWHG WR DSSUR[LPDWHO\  
H[SUHVVHGLQFRQVWDQW867KH:RUOG%DQN :LWK
PRUHWKDQRIWKHZRUNIRUFHWKHDJULFXOWXUDOVHFWRUHPSOR\V
majority of the working population and remains the mainstay of
the economy. However, the agricultural sector contributes slightly
OHVVWKDQRQHTXDUWHUWRWKH*'3DQGDSSUR[LPDWHO\KDOIRIWKH
HFRQRPLFRXWSXWLVJHQHUDWHGLQWKHVHUYLFHVHFWRU &,$ 

%\ UHO\LQJ RQ D GLIIHUHQFHLQGLIIHUHQFH DSSURDFK /HQ]
HW DO   HYDOXDWH WKH HIIHFWV RI D UROORXW RI D ODUJHVFDOH
HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQSURMHFWLQ5ZDQGD,QWKHFDVHRIKRXVHKROGVWKH\
determined increased ownership of electric devices and lighting
XVDJHDVZHOODVVKLIWLQJRIVRPHDFWLYLWLHVIURPGD\WLPHWRQLJKW
time and reduced energy costs, e.g., through lower consumption
of kerosene. However, they further established that electricity
FRQVXPSWLRQOHYHOVDQGSURGXFWLYHHIIHFWVRIHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQUHPDLQ
low. In case of micro enterprises, they observed a slight increase of
enterprise activities. They however, once again, observed income
effects remain limited, which they also trace back to the lack of
DFFHVVWRPDUNHWVRXWVLGHWKHFRPPXQLWLHV/HQ]HWDO  DOVR
DGGUHVVWKHGLI¿FXOWLHVDVVRFLDWHGZLWKJULGFRQQHFWLRQFRVWVDQG
FDOOIRUPRUHUHVHDUFKRQWKHZLOOLQJQHVVWRSD\IRUWKHGLIIHUHQW
HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ RSWLRQV EHFDXVH RIIJULG VROXWLRQV PLJKW DOUHDG\
PHHWKRXVHKROGVGHPDQGRQHOHFWULFLW\DWOHDVWLQWKHVKRUWWLPH

7DQ]DQLD EHORQJV WR RQH RI WKH OHDVW HOHFWUL¿HG FRXQWULHV LQ
the world. However, recently, some progress has been made
LQ WHUPV RI HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ DQG 7DQ]DQLD LV OLVWHG WR EH RQH RI
the countries, which contributed to close the gap of electricity
DFFHVV LQ 6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFD ,($  S   0RUH WKDQ D
WKLUGDSSUR[LPDWHO\RIWKH7DQ]DQLDQSRSXODWLRQKDGDFFHVV
WRHOHFWULFLW\LQ 7KH:RUOG%DQN 1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ
LQUXUDODUHDVWKHODFNRIHOHFWULFLW\LVVWLOOVHYHUHDQGRQO\
RI WKH UXUDO SRSXODWLRQ KDG DFFHVV WR HOHFWULFLW\ LQ  7KH
:RUOG%DQN 

7KLVLVLQOLQHZLWKWKHUHFHQWUHYLHZIURP3HWHUVDQG6LHYHUW  
RQUHVHDUFKRQVRFLRHFRQRPLFLPSDFWVRIUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQLQ
$IULFDQ FRXQWULHV 7KH\ DVFHUWDLQ WKDW HOHFWULFLW\ FRQVXPSWLRQ
QHHGVDQGOHYHOVRIKRXVHKROGVLQJULGFRYHUHGDUHDVPLJKWDOUHDG\
EHPHWE\RIIJULGV\VWHPV3HWHUVDQG6LHYHUW  VHHWKDWDOVR
FRQ¿UPHGE\WKHIDFWPDQ\KRXVHKROGVLQJULGFRQQHFWHGYLOODJHV
GRQRWFRQQHFWWRWKHJULG EDVHGRQ ,(**ROXPEHDQX
DQG%DUQHV 7KH\REVHUYHWKDWDOVRDWWKHOHYHORIVPDOO
and micro enterprises, the proof of evidence of the impacts of
UXUDO HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ RQ HPSOR\PHQW ZDJHV DQG ¿UP JURZWK LV
VWLOOZHDNDQGFDOOIRUPRUHUHVHDUFKUHJDUGLQJZLOOLQJQHVVWR
SD\IRUHOHFWULFLW\JULGFRQQHFWLRQFRVWVDQGWKHUROHRIDFFHVVWR
LQWHUQDWLRQDO PDUNHWV

Installed generation capacity of the central grid amounts to
DSSUR[LPDWHO\  0: 0RVW RI WKH SRZHU DSSUR[LPDWHO\
  LV JHQHUDWHG E\ IRVVLO IXHOV DQG K\GUR V\VWHPV 2GDUQR
HW DO   'XH WR LWV GHSHQGHQF\ RQ K\GUR DQG H[SHQVLYH
thermal and emergency generation sources, the energy sector
LV KLJKO\ ¿QDQFLDOO\  YXOQHUDEOH HVSHFLDOO\ GXULQJ WLPHV RI
GURXJKWV 86$,' ,QHOHFWULFSRZHUWUDQVPLVVLRQ
DQGGLVWULEXWLRQORVVHVDPRXQWHGWRQHDUO\D¿IWKRIWKHHOHFWULF
RXWSXWJHQHUDWHG 7KH:RUOG%DQN ZKLFKPLJKWDOVREH
credited to the ageing infrastructure.
7KHJRYHUQPHQWDLPVWRDFKLHYH RU RILWVSRSXODWLRQ
WRKDYHDFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\E\ RUUHVSHFWLYHO\  ,('
 0LQLJULGV\VWHPVHOHFWULFDOJHQHUDWLRQDQGGLVWULEXWLRQ
V\VWHPVRI0:SOD\DQLPSRUWDQWUROHLQHOHFWULFLW\DFFHVV
H[SDQVLRQ7R HQKDQFH WKH SDUWLFLSDWLRQ RI SULYDWH LQYHVWRUV LQ
the energy sector, the government introduced the small power
SURGXFHU 633  VFKHPH LQ  7R GDWH DSSUR[LPDWHO\ 
0: RIWKHLQVWDOOHGSRZHUFDSDFLW\LVDWWULEXWHGWRPLQLJULG
V\VWHPVDQGWKHUROHRIPLQLJULGV\VWHPVLQUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ
LVH[SHFWHGWRLQFUHDVH

This is in line with the previously mentioned paper from
5LYD HW DO   7KHLU SDSHU RQ FDXVDO  VRFLRHFRQRPLF
G\QDPLFVRIHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQLQWKHJOREDO6RXWKDVNVIRUUHVHDUFK
WKDW ³GHVFULEHV DQG XQGHUVWDQGV WKH VWUXFWXUH RI D V\VWHP´ WR
FDSWXUHWKH³FRPSOH[LW\DQGG\QDPLFV´RIPRGHOVRQWKHQH[XV
EHWZHHQ HOHFWULFLW\ XVH DQG ³PXOWLSOH GLPHQVLRQV RI VRFLR
HFRQRPLFGHYHORSPHQW´ 5LYDHWDOS 7KHLUZRUN
on the interactions between electricity demand and local market
production provides the framework of the qualitative analysis
VHFWLRQ XQGHUWDNHQLQWKHSUHVHQWSDSHU

3. BACKGROUND AND PROJECT

6LQFHWKHLQWURGXFWLRQRIWKH633IUDPHZRUNLQZKLFKZDV
UHYLVHGLQDQGDJDLQLQWKHQXPEHURIPLQLJULGV\VWHPV
GRXEOHGDQGVL[WHHQRIWKHPDUHFRQQHFWHGWRWKHQDWLRQDOJULG
2GDUQRHWDO 

7KH8QLWHG5HSXEOLFRI7DQ]DQLDLVDQ(DVW$IULFDQFRXQWU\ZLWK
DFXUUHQWSRSXODWLRQRIDERXWDSSUR[LPDWHO\PLOOLRQSHRSOH
,QWKHODVWGHFDGHWKH7DQ]DQLDQHFRQRP\JUHZVWHDGLO\ZLWKDQ
DYHUDJHJURVVGRPHVWLFSURGXFW *'3 JURZWKUDWHRISHU\HDU
7KH:RUOG%DQN 1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJSRYHUW\OHYHOVDUHVWLOO
KLJK:LWKDKXPDQGHYHORSPHQWLQGH[RILQ7DQ]DQLD
RFFXSLHVSRVLWLRQRXWRIFRXQWULHV 7KH8QLWHG1DWLRQV
 S   DQG DFFRUGLQJ WR WKH PXOWLGLPHQVLRQDO SRYHUW\

7KH0:0ZHQJDUXQRIULYHUPLQLJULGV\VWHPZKLFKLVLQWKH
IRFXVRIWKLVVWXG\LVRQHRIWKHP0RVWRILWVSRZHUJHQHUDWHG
LVVROGWRWKHFHQWUDOJULG WRWKHVWDWHXWLOLW\7$1(6&2 EXWLW
also sells power to the local tea industry and the rural community.
The focus of the present paper is on the rural community. Thus,
grid electricity describes here the electricity that is generated and
GLVWULEXWHGE\WKHLQWHUFRQQHFWHGPLQLJULGV\VWHP7KHSURMHFW
is owned and operated by the private company rift valley energy

466
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DQG UHFHLYHG JUDQW DVVLVWDQFH IURP WKH$IULFDQ &DULEEHDQ DQG
3DFL¿F(XURSHDQ8QLRQ $&3(8 HQHUJ\IDFLOLW\7DQ]DQLD¶VUXUDO
HQHUJ\DJHQF\DQGWKH7DQ]DQLDQHQHUJ\GHYHORSPHQWDQGDFFHVV
SURMHFWIDFLOLW\IURPWKH:RUOG%DQNWKXVKDVEHHQSXEOLFO\DQG
SULYDWHO\¿QDQFHGEHIRUHVWDUWLQJLWVRSHUDWLRQLQ *UDWZLFNH
3URWDVE 

GHYHORSHGDQGDSSOLHGE\3HWHUVHWDO  DQGDGDSWHG
E\WKHDXWKRUWRWKHORFDOFRQWH[W7KHTXHVWLRQVZHUHUHODWHGWR
VRFLRHFRQRPLF EDFNJURXQG RI WKH RZQHUV EXVLQHVV W\SH UHDO
capital endowment of the business, business development services,
DFFHVV WR PDUNHWV HPSOR\PHQW EXVLQHVVV JURZWK FRQVWUDLQWV
SURGXFWLRQFRVWVFRPPXQLFDWLRQDQGHQHUJ\XVDJHZLWKDVSHFL¿F
IRFXV RQ OLJKWLQJ7KH VHOHFWLRQ RI WKH IRXU JULGFRQQHFWHG DQG
WZR QRQJULGFRQQHFWHG YLOODJHV ZDV QRW GRQH UDQGRPO\ DQG
supported by local informants, such as village leaders and project
UHSUHVHQWDWLYHV6HFRQGDU\LQIRUPDWLRQVRXUFHVVXFKDVRI¿FLDO
reports, other studies and census data, provided further information
IRUWKHVHOHFWLRQRIVDPSOHYLOODJHV 1%6775, 

,QWKH\HDURIGDWDFROOHFWLRQYLOODJHVRIWKHVXUURXQGLQJ
FRPPXQLW\ ZHUH FRQQHFWHG WR WKH PLQLJULG 0HDQZKLOH
YLOODJHVDUHFRQQHFWHGWRWKH0ZHQJDQHWZRUN$SSUR[LPDWHO\
 RI WKH LQWHUYLHZHG PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV IURP WKH RIIJULG
0X¿QGL UHJLRQ UHSRUWHG WR XVH VRODU 39V\VWHPV ,Q PLQLJULG
HOHFWUL¿HGUHJLRQVRIWKHPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQGLFDWHGWRUHO\
RQJULGHOHFWULFLW\DQGRIWKHPFRPELQHLWZLWKWKHXVDJHRI
VRODU39V\VWHPV7KHVHUHVXOWVFRQWUDVWZLWK¿QGLQJVIURPWKH
EDVHOLQHVWXG\IURPZKHQWKHPLQLJULGV\VWHPZDVQRW\HW
RSHUDWLRQDO2QO\DERXWRIWKHLQWHUYLHZHHVUHSRUWHGWRUHO\
RQVRODUSRZHUIRUOLJKWLQJSXUSRVHV 7(65)S 7KH
0ZHQJDK\GURSURMHFWLVORFDWHGLQ0X¿QGLLQWKH,ULQJDUHJLRQ
LQWKH6RXWKHUQ+LJKODQGVRI7DQ]DQLD:LWKDSHUFDSLWD*'3RI
86'LQWKHUHJLRQLVFODVVL¿HGDVWKHVHFRQGULFKHVW
UHJLRQRI7DQ]DQLDZKLFKLVDOVRUHÀHFWHGLQDVOLJKWO\ORZHU03,
RI 7(65)S 0X¿QGLLVFKDUDFWHUL]HGE\LWVKLOO\
topography, long rainfall and short dry seasons.

The aim was to identify villages that are comparable in terms
RI WKHLU EDFNJURXQG FRQGLWLRQV$FFHVVLELOLW\ H[LVWHQFH RI
FRPSOHPHQWDU\LQIUDVWUXFWXUHVDQGFRQWH[WFKDUDFWHULVWLFVVXFK
as topography, distance to bigger cities and towns, educational
VHUYLFHVKHDOWKVHUYLFHV UHJXODU PDUNHWVLQWKHYLOODJH IRUPDO 
¿QDQFLDOVHUYLFHVPRELOHSKRQHQHWZRUNPDLQLQFRPHVRXUFHV
and presence of other development projects. Sampled villages can
be studied in Figure 1.
The selection of the micro enterprises was based on simple random
VDPSOLQJ,QWRWDOWKHVDPSOHFRQVLVWVRIJULGHOHFWUL¿HGDQG
QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHV7KHLQFOXVLRQRIQRQJULG
HOHFWUL¿HGLVFULWLFDOQRWRQO\IRUUHDVRQVRIFRPSDUDELOLW\EXWDOVR
IRUUHÀHFWLQJWKHLUSUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQVWDWXV,QWKHODVWGHFDGH
prices of solar PV technologies have fallen constantly and solar
V\VWHPVKDYHEHFRPHPRUHFRPSHWLWLYHDQGDIIRUGDEOH ,(* 

4. METHODOLOGY
4.1. Survey Design and Implementation

7KH ¿HOG UHVHDUFK WRRN SODFH E\ WKH HQG RI $WWKDW WLPH
HOHFWUL¿HGUHJLRQVKDGKDGDFFHVVWRJULGHOHFWULFLW\IRU\HDUV
'DWDFROOHFWLRQUHOLHGRQDTXHVWLRQQDLUHZLWKGHWDLOHGTXHVWLRQV

Daily mean lighting and lumen hours are based on the information
provided by the owners, on how many lighting hours of per operating

Figure 1:6DPSOHGJULGHOHFWUL¿HG EOXHFLUFOHV DQGQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG UHGFLUFOHV YLOODJHVLQ $XWKRUEDVHGRQ3URWDVD
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day the respective lighting devices are used. The calculation on daily
OXPHQ KRXUV LV EDVHG RQ DVVXPSWLRQV RI OXPLQRXV ÀX[Table 1
LQGLFDWHV ORZHU DQG KLJKHU OHYHOV RI OXPLQRXV ÀX[ RI WKH PRVW
common lighting devices used by micro enterprises and households
LQ JULGDQG QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV FRPSDFW ÀXRUHVFHQW ODPS
HQHUJ\VDYHU :DWW HQHUJ\VDYHU VRODUKRPHV\VWHPV>6+6@ 
.HURVHQH:LFN /DPS LQFDQGHVFHQW EXOE :DWW  ÀXRUHVFHQW
WXEH :DWW DQGVRODUODPS VWRUHGLQUHFKDUJHDEOHEDWWHULHV 

0 < P D=1|X < 

Due to the constraint that the present study deals with observational
GDWDLWIRFXVVHVRQWKHHVWLPDWLRQRI³DYHUDJHWUHDWPHQWHIIHFWV
RQWKHWUHDWHG´ ³$77´ ZKLFKGHVFULEHWKH³GLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ
H[SHFWHGRXWFRPHVYDOXHVZLWKDQGZLWKRXWWUHDWPHQW´IRUWKRVH
LQGLYLGXDOVWKDWZHUHH[SRVHGWRWKHWUHDWPHQW7KLVLVJLYHQE\
the following equation:
ATT = E Y1|D= í( Y0|D= 

4.2. Theoretical Foundation of PSM

$VSUHYLRXVO\PHQWLRQHGLPSDFWHYDOXDWLRQWKDWUHOLHVRQVLPSOH
with and without or before and after treatment approaches is
YXOQHUDEOH WR VHOHFWLRQ EHQH¿FLDULHV VHOHFWHG WKHPVHOYHV LQWR
WKH WUHDWPHQW  RU SODFHPHQW WKH H[SRVXUH WR WKH WUHDWPHQW GLG
QRWKDSSHQUDQGRPO\ ELDVHVEHFDXVHWKHLVRODWLRQRIRWKHU XQ 
REVHUYDEOHLQÀXHQFLQJSDUDPHWHUVFDQQRWEHJXDUDQWHHGLQWKHVH
VLPSOHDSSURDFKHV+RZHYHUZKHQGHDOLQJZLWKQRQH[SHULPHQWDO
data, the isolation of disturbing parameters is key to study the
JHQXLQHLPSDFWVRIDQLQWHUYHQWLRQ KHUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ 7R
RYHUFRPHWKHVHEDUULHUV5RVHQEDXPDQG5XELQ  SURSRVHG
360ZKLFKLVEDVHGRQWKHVHWXSRIWUHDWPHQWDQGFRXQWHUIDFWXDO
JURXSVWKDWVKDUHPRVWRIWKHLUSUHWUHDWPHQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFVDQG
JHWFRPSDUDEOHLQWKLVZD\0DWFKLQJLVGRQHEDVHGRQSURSHQVLW\
scores or balancing scores b(x), which describe the estimated and
FRQGLWLRQDO SUREDELOLW\ RI EHLQJ WUHDWHG KHUH JULGHOHFWUL¿HG 
given observed characteristics. Differences studied here in the
mean outcomes on daily lighting, lumen and operation hours
EHIRUHVXQULVHDQGDIWHUVXQVHWDUHDWWULEXWHGWRJULGHOHFWULFLW\
7KH IROORZLQJ DVVXPSWLRQV KDYH WR EH IXO¿OOHG WR EH DEOH WR
FRQGXFW 360 )LUVWO\ WKH DVVXPSWLRQ RQ VWURQJ LJQRUDELOLW\
RI WUHDWPHQW DVVLJQPHQW PHDQLQJ WKDW ³SRWHQWLDO RXWFRPH
GLVWULEXWLRQV DUH LQGHSHQGHQW RI WUHDWPHQW DVVLJQPHQW  JLYHQ
REVHUYHGFRYDULDWHV´3DUDPHWHUQRWREVHUYHGVKRXOGQRWKDYHDQ
LQÀXHQFHRQWKHLQWHUYHQWLRQ


Y1, Y0 ٣D|X



where D describe the individual given a set of covariates X, Y1
GHVFULEHVWKHRXWFRPHRIWKHWUHDWHGLQGLYLGXDOLQFDVHRIH[SRVXUH
to the treatment and Y0 describes the outcome of the treated
LQGLYLGXDOLQFDVHRIQRQH[SRVXUHWRWKHWUHDWPHQW
)XUWKHUPRUH 360 LV EDVHG RQ WKH RYHUODS FRQGLWLRQ 7KLV
DVVXPSWLRQ UHTXLUHV WKDW JLYHQ WKH EDODQFLQJ VFRUH E [  WKH
FRQGLWLRQDOGLVWULEXWLRQRIWKHSUHWUHDWPHQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFVLVWKH
VDPHIRUWUHDWHGDQGQRQWUHDWHGXQLWV7KLVPHDQVWKDWIRUHDFK
covariate x, there is a positive probability of being treated or not:





where D = 1 describe the individual being treated. However, it is
not possible to observe both outcomes of the treated individual at
the same time. Instead, the researcher can observe the following:


¨ ( Y1|D= í( Y0|D= 



ZKHUH¨GHVFULEHVWKHGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQWKHH[SHFWHGRXWFRPHV
RIWUHDWHGDQGQRQWUHDWHGLQGLYLGXDOV7KLVLVZKHUHWKHUHOLDQFH
RQDYDOLG360JLYHQWKHSUHYLRXVO\GLVFXVVHGDVVXPSWLRQVDUH
IXO¿OOHGEHFRPHVFULWLFDOEHFDXVH¨FDQDOVREHGHVFULEHGDV


¨ $776%



where 6% GHVFULEHV WKH DIRUHPHQWLRQHG VHOHFWLRQ ELDV %DXP
 EDVHGRQ5RVHQEDXPDQG5XELQ 
Different matching methods consisting of greedy, genetic and
optimal matching with different settings related to replacement
DQG FDOLSHU DUH DSSOLHG WR VWXG\ WKH $77V 7KH IROORZLQJ
VWHSVLQDFFRUGDQFHZLWK /HLWH DUHFRQGXFWHGLQ5 5
'HYHORSPHQW&RUH7HDP5 EDVHGRQWKHSDFNDJHV0DWFK,W
+RHWDO 0DWFKLQJ 6HNKRQ 2SW0DWFK +DQVHQ
DQG .ORSIHU   VXUYH\ /XPOH\   WR HVWLPDWH WKH
³$77´,GHQWL¿FDWLRQRIFRYDULDWHVSURSHQVLW\VFRUHHVWLPDWLRQ
HYDOXDWLRQ RI FRPPRQ VXSSRUW 360 HYDOXDWLRQ RI FRYDULDWH
balance across the different matching procedures, and the
HVWLPDWLRQRIWUHDWPHQWHIIHFWV$GGLWLRQDOO\WKHDQDO\VLVFRXOG
be rounded off by a subsequent sensitivity analysis, which is
not undertaken here.

5. RESULTS AND DISCUSSION
5.1. Descriptive Statistics
In TableREVHUYHGGLIIHUHQFHVEHWZHHQPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQ
JULGHOHFWUL¿HGDQGQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGYLOODJHVDUHGLVSOD\HG
$VFDQEHVHHQRQDEVROXWHOHYHOWKHEXVLQHVVRZQHUVRIWKH

Table/XPLQRXVÀX[RIOLJKWLQJWRROV
Lighting device
&RPSDFWÀXRUHVFHQWODPSHQHUJ\VDYHU :DWW
(QHUJ\VDYHU VRODUKRPHV\VWHPV
Kerosene wick lamp
,QFDQGHVFHQWEXOE :DWW
)OXRUHVFHQWWXEH :DWW
6RODUODPS VWRUHGLQUHFKDUJHDEOHEDWWHULHV

/RZHUOXPLQRXVÀX[ LQOXPHQ


8
400



/XPLQRXVÀX[
+LJKHUOXPLQRXVÀX[ LQOXPHQ



680



6RXUFH$XWKRUEDVHGRQ 7KHOLJKWEXOEFRPSDQ\(60$3%HQVFKHWDO$PDQHWDO

468
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FRXQWHUIDFWXDOJURXSKDYHDKLJKHUOHYHORIHGXFDWLRQ LQ\HDUV 
FRPSDUHG WR EXVLQHVV RZQHUV IURP WKH JULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV
+RZHYHUWKLVGLIIHUHQFHLVVWDWLVWLFDOO\QRWVLJQL¿FDQWZKLFKFDQ
be interpreted in such a way that the business owners generally
have similar educational backgrounds. The same also applies
to the gender and age of the business owners, the number of
employees, which is close to one in both areas, and the share of
HQWHUSULVHVGHDOLQJZLWKDJULFXOWXUH DURXQGLQERWKDUHDV 
In these cases, the discrepancies between them are minor and
VWDWLVWLFDOO\QRWVLJQL¿FDQW,QWHUHVWLQJO\WKHVKDUHRIEXVLQHVVHV
GHDOLQJ ZLWK VHUYLFHV LV KLJKHU LQ QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV
FRPSDUHGWR 2QWKHRWKHUKDQGWKHDEVROXWHVKDUH
RIEXVLQHVVHVGHDOLQJZLWKWUDGH FRPSDUHGWR DQG
PDQXIDFWXULQJ  FRPSDUHG WR   DQG WKH DEVROXWH UHDO
capital endowment of businesses at estimated resale values,
DUH PXFK KLJKHU LQ WKH JULGHOHFWUL¿HG YLOODJHV 7KLV PLJKW
XQGHUOLQH WKH IDFW WKDW PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV LQ JULGHOHFWUL¿HG
UHJLRQV WHQG WR KDYH PRUH HOHFWULF GHYLFHV WKDQ LQ QRQJULG
HOHFWUL¿HG UHJLRQV *URWK   0DQ\ PDQXIDFWXULQJ MREV
DUH ODERXUEXW DOVR WHFKQRORJ\LQWHQVLYH UHTXLULQJ HOHFWULFLW\
for their operation. Furthermore, the manufacturing sector is
traditionally seen as a driver of industrialisation and economic
development. However, again, it is important to note that none
of the differences studied on absolute level are statistically
VLJQL¿FDQW7KLVPLJKWEHDQLQGLFDWRUIRUWKHFRPSDUDELOLW\RI
PLFURHQWHUSULVHVIURPJULGFRQQHFWHGDQGQRQJULGFRQQHFWHG
villages with regard to their background characteristics, even
though we are dealing with micro enterprises from different
EXVLQHVV ¿HOGV )ROORZLQJ WKLV LQGLFDWLRQ PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV
IURP WKH QRQJULG HOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV PLJKW FRQVWLWXWH D YDOLG
counterfactual.
:LWK UHJDUG WR WKH RXWFRPH YDULDEOHV WKDW DUH LQ WKH IRFXV RI
the study, on absolute level, average lighting and lumen hours
and operation minutes per operating day differ between micro
HQWHUSULVHV IURP WKH JULGHOHFWULILHG DQG QRQJULGHOHFWULILHG
YLOODJHV Table 

,QWHUHVWLQJO\ZLWKKGD\GDLO\OLJKWLQJKRXUVLQHOHFWUL¿HG
DUHDV DUH LQGLFDWHG WR EH KLJKHU RQ DYHUDJH WKDQ LQ QRQJULG
FRQQHFWHG YLOODJHV  KGD\  1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJ PLFUR
HQWHUSULVHVIURPWKHQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGDUHDVLQGLFDWHGWRRSHUDWH
longer on average per business day than micro enterprises from
JULGHOHFWUL¿HG YLOODJHV +RZHYHU RQO\ LQ UHODWLRQ WR OXPHQ
KRXUVORZHUDQGKLJKHUOHYHOVDVVXPHGWKHGLIIHUHQFHVVWXGLHGDUH
VWDWLVWLFDOO\VLJQL¿FDQW7KLVFRXOGEHDQLQGLFDWRURIWKHLQFUHDVH
LQOLJKWLQJTXDOLW\H[SHULHQFHGE\JULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHV
WKURXJKWKHLUDFFHVVWRJULGHOHFWULFLW\

,GHQWL¿FDWLRQRI&RYDULDWHVDQG3URSHQVLW\6FRUH
Estimation

7KHVHOHFWLRQRIFRYDULDWHVRUVRFDOOHGSUHWUHDWPHQWFKDUDFWHULVWLFV
LVEDVHGRQIRUPHUUHVHDUFKDQGWKHRUHWLFDOFRQVLGHUDWLRQV /HQ]
HWDO&KDSOLQHWDO 7KHLQFRUSRUDWHGYDULDEOHVDUH
K\SRWKHVL]HGWREHWUXHFRQIRXQGHUVEHFDXVHWKH\UHODWHWRWKH
SUREDELOLW\RIKDYLQJDFFHVVWRJULG±HOHFWULFLW\ WKHWUHDWPHQW 
DQG WKH WUHDWPHQW HIIHFWV  WKH RXWFRPHV WKDW DUH H[DPLQHG
KHUH +RZHYHU FRYDULDWHV WKDW DUH RQO\ DVVRFLDWHG ZLWK JULG
HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQEXWQRWZLWKWKHRXWFRPHVKRXOGQRWEHLQFOXGHG
LQWKHPRGHO2QWKHRWKHUKDQGDVSUHYLRXVO\PHQWLRQHGLQWKH
VHFWLRQRQWKHWKHRUHWLFDOIRXQGDWLRQVFRYDULDWHVVKRXOGEH³QRQ
UHVSRQVLYH´WRWKHWUHDWPHQW
To consider the most common types of businesses in the area, the
SUHVHQWVWXG\FRQVLGHUVGXPP\YDULDEOHVRQDJULFXOWXUH LQGLFDWLQJ
ZKHWKHU EXVLQHVVHV DUH GHDOLQJ ZLWK VDZLQJ  PLOOV RU QRW 
PDQXIDFWXULQJWUDGH LQGLFDWLQJZKHWKHUEXVLQHVVHVDUHGHDOLQJ
ZLWKWUDGHVXFKDVUHWDLOVKRSVRUQRW DQGVHUYLFHV LQGLFDWLQJ
ZKHWKHUEXVLQHVVHVRIIHUVHUYLFHVRUQRW $GGLWLRQDOO\WKHVWXG\
includes a dummy variable that indicates whether the owner of the
EXVLQHVVLVIHPDOHRUPDOH5HDOFDSLWDOHQGRZPHQWGHVFULELQJWKH
estimated capital stock in resale values of an enterprise, is used as a
SUR[\IRUWKHSUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQEXVLQHVVVL]HDQGSUR¿WDELOLW\
of the business, even though the latter is not studied as an effect of
WUHDWPHQW KHUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ (YHQLILWKDVDOUHDG\EHHQ
QRWHGWKDWPLFURHQWHUSULVHVIURPJULGHOHFWUL¿HGYLOODJHVWHQGWR

Table 2: Descriptive statistics on surveyed micro enterprises from grid-and non-grid-connected areas in 2015
Background characteristics
(GXFDWLRQRIEXVLQHVVRZQHU LQ\HDUV
$YHUDJHDJHRIEXVLQHVVRZQHU
Share of male business owners
Share of businesses dealing with agriculture
Share of businesses dealing with manufacturing
Share of businesses dealing with trade
Share of businesses dealing with services
$YHUDJHUHDOFDSLWDOHQGRZPHQWRIEXVLQHVV LQ7VKV
$YHUDJHQXPEHURIHPSOR\HHV


Grid-connected










Non-grid connected







4,010,000
1.1

Test statistic
W í
W 
Ȥ 
Ȥ=0.01
Ȥ 
Ȥ 
Ȥ=0.80
W 
W 

 LQGLFDWHDQGOHYHOVRIVLJQL¿FDQFH

Table 3: Average consumption of lighting and lumen hours per day of grid- and non-grid-connected micro enterprises in 2015
Outcome variables
$YHUDJHOLJKWLQJKRXUVSHUGD\
$YHUDJHOXPHQKRXUVSHUGD\ ORZHUOHYHOVDVVXPHG
$YHUDJHOXPHQKRXUVSHUGD\ KLJKHUOHYHOVDVVXPHG
$YHUDJHRSHUDWLRQPLQXWHVSHUGD\ GXULQJGDUNQHVV


Grid-connected



66

Non-grid connected


8006


Test statistic
W 
W 
W 
W í

 LQGLFDWHDQGOHYHOVRIVLJQL¿FDQFH
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RZQPRUHHOHFWULFGHYLFHV *URWK LWFDQQRWEHUXOHGRXWWKDW
QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHVPLJKWDOUHDG\KDYHVRPHDV
well due to their reliance on solar PV systems and/or generators.
Table 4 shows the selected covariates and the logistic regression
PRGHOIRUSURSHQVLW\VFRUHHVWLPDWLRQ$VFDQEHVHHQRQO\WKH
GXPP\YDULDEOHRQWUDGHLVVWDWLVWLFDOO\VLJQL¿FDQW+RZHYHUWKLV
LVQRWSUREOHPDWLFEHFDXVHDVDOVRQRWHGE\.XPDUDQG5DXQL\DU
S LQWKHLUVWXG\WKHJRDODWWKLVSRLQWLVWRHVWLPDWH
SURSHQVLW\ VFRUHV DQG QRW WR ³PRGHO DQ XQGHUO\LQJ VHOHFWLRQ
PHFKDQLVP´7KHPRGHO¿WVWKHGDWDUHVSHFtable, as the different
SVHXGR5VTXDUHGVXJJHVW7KHPRGHOVSHFL¿FDWLRQLVFRQ¿UPHG
E\WKHVLJQL¿FDQWOLNHOLKRRGUDWLRWHVWVWDWLVWLF

5.3. Evaluation of Common Support

FRQQHFWHGFDVH V DQGLVSXWEDFNWRWKHJURXSRIREVHUYDWLRQVIRU
further matchings.
)XUWKHUWKH³*UHHG\PDWFKLQJ´SURFHGXUHVFRQVLGHUDFDOLSHURI
VWDQGDUGGHYLDWLRQVZKLFKDOORZVIRUDPRUHSUHFLVHFKHFN
on the appropriateness of the overlapping areas between both
VHWVRIORJLWSURSHQVLW\VFRUHV$GGLWLRQDOO\ZLWKLQWKLVFDOLSHU
WKHPHWKRGVORRNIRUWKHQHDUHVWSURSHQVLW\VFRUHVRIQRWJULG
FRQQHFWHGKRXVHKROGVWREHPDWFKHGWRSURSHQVLW\VFRUHVRIJULG
connected households. This is also why the methods are known as a
³QHDUHVWQHLJKERXUZLWKLQFDOLSHUPDWFKLQJSURFHGXUHV´7KHVWXG\
DOVRWDNHVLQWRDFFRXQWPDWFKLQJEDVHGRQ³*HQHWLFPDWFKLQJ´
ZLWKUHSODFHPHQWDQGQRFDOLSHUDVZHOODV³2SWLPDOPDWFKLQJ´
$FFRUGLQJWR/HLWH  DGUDZEDFNRI³*UHHG\PDWFKLQJ´LV
that it does not focus on matching quality.

The distribution of the estimated linear propensity scores is
shown in FigXUH7KHUHLVVRPHFRPPRQVXSSRUWEHWZHHQJULG
HOHFWUL¿HG   DQG QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG   PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV
which can be interpreted as if there is enough overlap between
VFRUHV IURP WUHDWHG DQG XQWUHDWHG DUHDV WR HVWLPDWH$77 ZLWK
matching methods.

<HWWKHXVHRIWKH³*UHHG\PDWFKLQJ´PHWKRGLVDGYDQWDJHRXVDV
OHVVVWULQJHQWDVVXPSWLRQVPXVWEHIXO¿OOHG&RQYHUVHO\³*HQHWLF
PDWFKLQJ´DQG³2SWLPDOPDWFKLQJ´DOORZIRUDKLJKHUPDWFKLQJ
quality.

5.4. PSM Procedure

5.5. Evaluation of Covariate Balance of the Different
Matching Techniques

This paper relies on different matching procedures to match
JULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHVZLWKQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFUR
HQWHUSULVHV7KHVHPHWKRGVHQFRPSDVV³2QHWRRQH´DQG³2QH
WRPDQ\JUHHG\PDWFKLQJ´ZLWKUHSODFHPHQWZKLFKPHDQVWKDW
RQHJULGFRQQHFWHGFDVHFDQEHPDWFKHGWRRQHRUPRUHQRWJULG
Table 4: Logistic regression model for propensity score
estimation
Covariates

&RHI¿FLHQW

*HQGHURIEXVLQHVVRZQHU PDOH
$JULFXOWXUH
0DQXIDFWXULQJ
Trade
Services
5HDOFDSLWDOHQGRZPHQW
0F)DGGHQ3VHXGR5
&R[DQG6QHOO3VHXGR5
1DJHONHUNH3VHXGR5
/LNHOLKRRGUDWLRWHVWVWDWLVWLF
&KLVTXDUH

íHí
íHí
H
Hí
íHí
Hí







Standard
error
Hí
Hí
H
Hí
Hí
Hí

The evaluation of covariate balance is crucial for the check on
PDWFKLQJTXDOLW\RIWKHPDWFKLQJSURFHGXUHVDSSOLHG$VSUHYLRXVO\
GLVFXVVHGLQVHFWLRQ360LVEDVHGRQWKHDVVXPSWLRQRIVWURQJ
LJQRUDELOLW\RIDVVLJQPHQWWRJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQZKLFKLPSOLHV
that given the observed characteristics, micro enterprises from
JULGHOHFWUL¿HG DQG QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV VKRXOG KDYH WKH
VDPHSUREDELOLW\WRJHWHOHFWUL¿HG7RHQVXUHWKHIXO¿OPHQWRIWKH
assumption, we check if covariate distribution between treated
and untreated cases is balanced.
Covariate balance of the different matching procedures is
displayed in Table$VFDQEHVHHQLQFDVHRIWKHJUHHG\PDWFKLQJ
PHWKRGV WKH EDODQFH LV WKH VWURQJHVW ZLWK PD[LPXP DEVROXWH
VWDQGDUGL]HGPHDQGLIIHUHQFHVEHORZIRUDOOFRYDULDWHVZKLFK
LVDQLQGLFDWRUIRUVXI¿FLHQWSHUIRUPDQFH /HLWHS EDVHG
RQ6WXDUWDQG5XELQ S DQG5XELQ  
In contrast to the greedy matching procedures, genetic and optimal
PDWFKLQJ\LHOGSRRUFRYDULDWHEDODQFHZKLFKLVKLJKHUWKDQ
in both cases, and which is why results based on their matching
must be interpreted with caution.

 LQGLFDWHDQGOHYHOVRIVLJQL¿FDQFH

Figure 2:'LVWULEXWLRQRIHVWLPDWHGOLQHDUSURSHQVLW\VFRUHVIRUJULGHOHFWUL¿HG  DQGQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG  REVHUYDWLRQV
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5.6. Estimation of Treatment Effects

5.7. Socio-economic Dynamics

(VWLPDWHG$77DFURVVWKHGLIIHUHQWPDWFKLQJPHWKRGVDUHVKRZQ
in Table7KHLPSDFWRIJULGHOHFWULFLW\RQOXPHQKRXUVZKLFK
LVDQLQGLFDWRUIRUHQKDQFHGTXDOLW\RIOLJKWLQJLVFRQ¿UPHGRQ
DKLJKO\VLJQL¿FDQWOHYHODFURVVDOOPHWKRGVDQGOXPHQOHYHOV

$SSUR[LPDWHO\RIPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQJULGFRQQHFWHGDQG
QRQJULGFRQQHFWHGDUHDVUHSRUWHGWRVHOOWKHLUSURGXFWVORFDOO\
DQGRIWKHPLQGLFDWHGWKDWFRQVXPSWLRQRIWKHPWDNHVSODFH
LQWKHYLFLQLW\6LQFHWKH\HDUWKHPLQLJULGV\VWHPEHFDPH
RSHUDWLRQDOPRUHPLFURHQWHUSULVHVKDYHEHHQIRXQGHGLQJULG
HOHFWUL¿HGDUHDVWKDQLQQRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGDUHDV PRUHWKDQ
RIPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQWKHJULGHOHFWUL¿HGYLOODJHVFRPSDUHGWR
LQQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGDUHDV 

2QO\WKHRQHWRRQHJUHHG\PDWFKLQJPHWKRGHVWLPDWHGVLJQL¿FDQW
LPSDFWVRIJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQOLJKWLQJ$VDOUHDG\KDVEHHQ
HVWDEOLVKHG RQ GHVFULSWLYH OHYHO LQ VHFWLRQ  QR HIIHFW RI
JULGHOHFWULFLW\ RQ H[WHQGHG RSHUDWLRQ KRXUV FDQ EH H[DPLQHG
7KH ¿QGLQJV DUH FRQVLVWHQW ZLWK ¿QGLQJV IURP RWKHU VWXGLHV
5LYDHWDOSI EDVHGRQ$GNLQVHWDO  DQG3HWHUV
HWDO  %DVHGRQWKHLUDQDO\VHVLQWKH$IULFDQFRQWH[WKDYLQJ
DFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\LUUHVSHFWLYHRIJULGFRQQHFWLRQVWDWXVHVGRHV
QRWQHFHVVDULO\OHDGWRH[WHQGHGRSHUDWLRQKRXUVRIEXVLQHVVHV

$VLQGLFDWHGLQFigXUHKDYLQJDFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\LVRIHVVHQWLDO
LPSRUWDQFH IRU  RI WKH EXVLQHVVHV LQ JULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV
These businesses indicated not to be able to operate without
KDYLQJDFFHVVWRLW,QQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGDUHDVRQO\RIWKH
businesses reported not to be able to run their business without
DFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\2YHUDOORIDOOWKHLQWHUYLHZHGPLFUR
enterprises reported that electricity is at least important for their
GDLO\RSHUDWLRQV$WOHDVWRQDTXDOLWDWLYHOHYHOWKLVDOVRXQGHUOLQHV
WKH LPSRUWDQFH RI SUH JULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ IRU WKH RSHUDWLRQDO
business.

,QWKHQH[WVHFWLRQWKHG\QDPLFVDQGLQWHUDFWLRQVEHWZHHQGLIIHUHQW
parameters dealing with electricity and market demand and supply
will be investigated on a qualitative level.
Figure 3:6KDUHRIPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQLQGLFDWLQJWKHLPSRUWDQFHRI
electricity for operational purposes

)ROORZLQJ5LYDHWDO  FigXUHGLVSOD\VWKHSRVLWLYH ³´ 
DQGQHJDWLYH ³í´ G\QDPLFVEHWZHHQGLIIHUHQWIDFWRUVUHODWHGZLWK
electricity use and market demand. In the focus of the present paper
LVWKHVHFWLRQRQ³PDUNHWSURGXFWLRQDQGUHYHQXHV´ 5LYDHWDO
SII ZKLFKFRQFHQWUDWHVRQORFDOPDUNHWVWUXFWXUHVDQG
VWXGLHVWKHLQWHUDFWLRQVEHWZHHQ³HOHFWULFLW\GHPDQGDQGPDUNHW
SURGXFWLRQ´WKURXJKGLIIHUHQWFKDQQHOV

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%

5HJDUGLQJDQHQKDQFHGSURGXFWLYLW\DQGORFDOSURGXFWLRQWKURXJK
KLJKHUH[WHQGHGRSHUDWLRQDOKRXUV HJHYHQLQJZRUNLQJWLPH 
WKHSUHVHQWVWXG\GRHVQRWLGHQWLI\DVLJQL¿FDQWGLIIHUHQFHEHWZHHQ
JULGFRQQHFWHGDQGQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGEXVLQHVVHV VHFWLRQLQ
TableVDQGEHIRUH )ROORZLQJWKLVFULWHULRQKDYLQJDFFHVVWR

10%
0%
Share of grid-electrified
micro enterprises in %

Share of not yet grid
electrified micro enterprises
in %

Electricity is at least important

Share of all micro
enterprises in %

Can´t operate without electricity

Table 5: Covariate balance across matching methods
Matching methods
2QHWRRQHJUHHG\PDWFKLQJZLWKUHSODFHPHQW
DQGFDOLSHU 
2QHWRPDQ\JUHHG\PDWFKLQJZLWKUHSODFHPHQW
DQGFDOLSHU 
2QHWRPDQ\JHQHWLFPDWFKLQJZLWKUHSODFHPHQW
QRFDOLSHU
2SWLPDOPDWFKLQJ IXOOPDWFKHGGDWD

0D[LPXPDEVROXWH
standardized mean difference


Covariates with absolute standardized
mean difference above 0.25 (%)
0



0









Table 6: Treatment effects across matching methods
Matching methods

2QHWRRQHJUHHG\PDWFKLQJZLWK
UHSODFHPHQWDQGFDOLSHU 
2QHWRPDQ\JUHHG\PDWFKLQJZLWK
UHSODFHPHQWDQGFDOLSHU 
2QHWRPDQ\JHQHWLFPDWFKLQJZLWK
UHSODFHPHQW QRFDOLSHU
2SWLPDOPDWFKLQJ IXOOPDWFKHGGDWD


Average treatment
effect “ATT” lighting
hours





Average treatment effect
“ATT” lumen hours









 ORZHUOHYHOV
 KLJKHUOHYHOV
 ORZHUOHYHOV
 KLJKHUOHYHOV
 ORZHUOHYHOV
 KLJKHUOHYHOV
 ORZHUOHYHOV
 KLJKHUOHYHOV

Average treatment effect “ATT”
operation minutes (during darkness)
í
í
í
í

 LQGLFDWHDQGOHYHOVRIVLJQL¿FDQFH
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JULGHOHFWULFLW\LVQRWVLJQL¿FDQWO\LQÀXHQFLQJPDUNHWVXSSO\RI
JULGFRQQHFWHGPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQDPRUHSRVLWLYHRUQHJDWLYH
PDQQHUWKDQQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGEXVLQHVVHV FigXUH +RZHYHU
LQFRQWUDVWWRWKHVWDWLVWLFDO¿QGLQJVRQDQDQHFGRWDOOHYHOPRUH
WKDQ  RI JULGHOHFWUL¿HG EXVLQHVVHV UHSRUWHG WKDW HOHFWULF
OLJKW LV LPSRUWDQW IRU WKH H[SDQVLRQ RI WKHLU RSHUDWLRQ KRXUV
DQGDSSUR[LPDWHO\RIWKHPLQGLFDWHGWRKDYHKLJKHUVDOHV
WKURXJKWKHUHJXODUXVHRIHOHFWULFOLJKW7KLVPLJKWDJDLQUHÀHFW
WKHLPSRUWDQFHDQGLQÀXHQFHRISUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ HJYLD
6+6 RQRSHUDWLRQEXVLQHVVKRXUVDQGOLJKWLQJQHHGVZKLFKPLJKW
have been met already.
<HW DV DOVR GLVFXVVHG E\$]LPRK HW DO  S  IRU WKH
6RXWK$IULFDQFRQWH[WWKHFODLPVRIEXVLQHVVRZQHUVRQKLJKHU
sales or improved business performance due to electricity access
and enhanced operation hours must be interpreted with caution
and studied more in detail because they might overestimate the
impacts.
The heterogeneous nature of interviewed businesses from
JULGHOHFWULILHG DQG QRQJULGHOHFWULILHG DUHDV Table  LQ
VHFWLRQEHIRUH PDNHVLWGLI¿FXOWWRDQDO\VHVDYLQJVRQHQHUJ\
related costs. Some of the businesses rely heavily on energy to
EHFRPHSURGXFWLYHDQGRSHUDWLRQDO VXFKDVPLOOV ZKHUHDVRWKHUV
HJUHWDLOVKRSV GHSHQGOHVVRQHQHUJ\LQSXWV7KHUHIRUHWKH
QH[XV EHWZHHQ VDYLQJV RQ HQHUJ\ UHODWHG FRVWV DQG SURGXFWLRQ
HI¿FLHQF\DQGQHWUHYHQXHVLVQRWGLVFXVVHGKHUH
0RUH UHVHDUFK LV QHHGHG WR VWXG\ WKH LPSDFW RI DQ HQKDQFHG
electricity demand on productivity and revenues and/or income
of different types of micro enterprises. This is also consistent
ZLWK WKH REVHUYDWLRQ PDGH WKDW DSSUR[LPDWHO\  RI JULG
HOHFWUL¿HG PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV LQGLFDWHG WR XVH HOHFWULFLW\ DOVR
IRU RSHUDWLRQDO SXUSRVHV ZKHUHDV LQ QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV
DOUHDG\DSSUR[LPDWHO\DWKLUGRIWKHPLFURHQWHUSULVHVUHSRUWHG
to rely on electricity for operational purposes. This could also
underline the fact, that micro enterprises do not differ statistically
LQWHUPVRIWKHLUUHDOFDSLWDOHQGRZPHQW DVSUHYLRXVO\GLVFXVVHG
LQVHFWLRQ ZKLFKDOVRLQFOXGHHOHFWULFDSSOLDQFHV+RZHYHU
the aforementioned data constraints do not allow to distinguish

between the different operational purposes, which is why they are
not studied more in detail here.
2Q DYHUDJH DQG LQ DEVROXWH WHUPV HPSOR\PHQW UDWH RI PLFUR
HQWHUSULVHVLVVOLJKWO\KLJKHULQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGDUHDVFRPSDUHGWR
QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGDUHDV TableLQVHFWLRQRQGHVFULSWLYH
VWDWLVWLFV  <HW WKH GLIIHUHQFH LV VWDWLVWLFDOO\ QRW VLJQLILFDQW
Thus, until now, there is no indication for positive or negative
LPSDFWV HJ E\ VKLIWLQJ IURP PHFKDQLFDO WR HOHFWULFDO ZRUN 
RIJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQRQHPSOR\PHQWLQPLFURHQWHUSULVHVDQG
most of the businesses seem to only employ the enterprise owner
himself. This could also be an indication for the fact that very
IHZFRPSDQLHVSHUFHLYHGWKHVHDUFKIRUTXDOL¿HGHPSOR\HHVDV
SUREOHPDWLF FigXUH 
5HJDUGLQJ WKH ORFDO PDUNHW GHPDQG PRVW RI JULGHOHFWULILHG
businesses indicated that their access to grid electricity favoured
WKH JURZWK RI WKHLU FXVWRPHU EDVH 6RPH VSHFL¿FDOO\ PHQWLRQHG
LPSURYHG SURGXFW TXDOLW\ DQG LQQRYDWLRQ IRU H[DPSOH WKH XVH
of modern milling machines improves product quality, or the use
of electric appliances allows to improve the design of furniture
PDQXIDFWXUHG 2WKHUVUHSRUWHGWKDWHOHFWULFLW\DOORZVWKHPWRXVH
PRUHHI¿FLHQWHOHFWULFDSSOLDQFHV7KHUHE\WKHLUSURGXFWLRQFRVWVFDQ
be reduced, which allows them to become more competitive. The
DFFHVVWRHOHFWULFLW\HQKDQFHGFXVWRPHUVGHPDQGIRUHOHFWULFGHYLFHV
ZKLFKPRWLYDWHGVRPHEXVLQHVVHVWRH[SDQGWKHLUEXVLQHVVOLQHV
Conversely, none of the businesses reported to rely on electric
communication devices or tools for marketing purposes to
H[SDQG WKHLU FXVWRPHU EDVH 7KH XVH RI PRELOH GHYLFHV PLJKW
LPSDFWSURGXFWLRQHI¿FLHQF\DQGQHWUHYHQXHVHJZKHQXVHG
for accessing information and/or connecting with customers and
EXVLQHVVSDUWQHUV1RWZLWKVWDQGLQJPRUHWKDQRIWKHJULG
connected micro enterprises indicated to use mobile phones on a
GDLO\EDVLVIRUEXVLQHVVDFWLYLWLHVZKHUHDVLQQRQJULGFRQQHFWHG
villages, this ¿JXUH LV VOLJKWO\ DERYH  RI WKH LQWHUYLHZHG
businesses. This corresponds with the observation made, that
HQWHUSULVHVIURPWKHJULGFRQQHFWHGYLOODJHVWHQGWRSRVVHVVPRUH
HOHFWULF GHYLFHV WKDQ WKRVH IURP WKH QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG DUHDV
*URWK 

Figure 4:3RVLWLYHDQGQHJDWLYHG\QDPLFVEHWZHHQHOHFWULFLW\GHPDQGDQGPDUNHWSURGXFWLRQ $XWKRUEDVHGRQ5LYDHWDO



International Journal of Energy Economics and Policy | 9RO,VVXH

104

*URWK2YHUFRPLQJ2QHZD\,PSDFW(YDOXDWLRQRI5XUDO(OHFWUL¿FDWLRQ3URMHFWV

Figure 5:3HUFHLYHGPDMRUEXVLQHVVFRQVWUDLQWVRIJULGDQGQRQJULGFRQQHFWHGPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQ
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)HZJULGFRQQHFWHGEXVLQHVVHV RIWKHP FRPSDUHGWRQRQ
JULGFRQQHFWHGPLFURHQWHUSULVHV DSSUR[LPDWHO\ UHSRUWHG
WKDW WKHLU FXVWRPHU EDVH KDV VWDJQDWHG RU UHGXFHG VLQFH 
WKH \HDU RI WKH PLQLJULG V\VWHP EHFRPLQJ RSHUDWLRQDO 0LFUR
enterprises faced with these challenges indicated that they are
mainly caused by increased competition, which might be an
indicator for the crowding out effect of new businesses created
RQH[LVWLQJEXVLQHVVHVDVDOVRKDVEHHQREVHUYHGE\3HWHUVHWDO
 LQWKHFDVHRIPLFURHQWHUSULVHVLQUXUDO%HQLQ$WWKLVVWDJH
of research, it becomes evident how important it is to consider
the development of the purchasing power of the customer base
to investigate whether purchase power increased or whether
SXUFKDVHV DUH VLPSO\ VKLIWHG WR GLIIHUHQW QHZ  DQG SRWHQWLDOO\
HOHFWUL¿HGEXVLQHVVHV$GGLWLRQDOO\WKHGULYHUVRIWKHFUHDWLRQRI
new businesses should be studied more in detail. Interestingly,
the lack of customers has been indicated as one of the major
FRQVWUDLQWV IRU EXVLQHVV GHYHORSPHQW E\ JULGHOHFWUL¿HG PLFUR
HQWHUSULVHV FigXUH 
FigXUHGLVSOD\VWKHPRVWVHYHUHSUREOHPVIRUEXVLQHVVRSHUDWLRQ
DQG JURZWK RI JULGHOHFWUL¿HG DQG QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HG PLFUR
enterprises. Economic instabilities are perceived as a major
EXVLQHVV FRQVWUDLQW LQ ERWK DUHDV 2Q WKH RWKHU KDQG PRVW RI
WKH JULGFRQQHFWHG PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV UHSRUWHG WR EH QHJDWLYHO\
impacted by the lack of customers and demand, as well as by the
lack of access to training or capacity building.
5HJDUGLQJWKHUHOLDELOLW\RIJULGHOHFWULFLW\VXSSO\DSSUR[LPDWHO\
 RI JULGHOHFWUL¿HG PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV LQGLFDWHG WKDW WKHLU
business activities are affected regularly by unforeseen blackouts,
which cause damage to equipment and forces them to engage in
other activities, to shift, or even stop their operational activities.
+RZHYHURQO\DERXWRIWKHJULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHV

FigXUH UHSRUWHGWRSHUFHLYHUHOLDELOLW\RIHQHUJ\VXSSO\DPDMRU
constraint.
1RQJULG HOHFWULILHG FRPSDQLHV KDYH QRW LQGLFDWHG WKLV DV D
restriction, although they could also be affected by the fact that
RIIJULGV\VWHPVGRQRWIXQFWLRQRSWLPDOO\HLWKHU)RUH[DPSOH
$]LPRKHWDO  LQWKHFRQWH[WRI6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFDKDYH
found that access to energy can be impaired by inappropriate
XVH DQG PDLQWHQDQFH RI RIIJULG V\VWHPV )XUWKHUPRUH DV
SUHYLRXVO\ PHQWLRQHG LQ VHFWLRQ  VRPH RI WKH JULGHOHFWUL¿HG
EXVLQHVVHV FRPELQH JULGHOHFWULFLW\ ZLWK RIIJULG WHFKQRORJLHV
which might counterbalance the effects of grid interruptions. This
ZRXOG FRPSOHPHQW ¿QGLQJV IURP 7HUUDSRQ3IDII HW DO  
ZKRVHHWKHFRVWFRPSHWLWLYHQHVVDQGVXVWDLQDELOLW\RIRIIJULG
V\VWHPVXQGHUSUHVVXUHZKHQWKHJULGDUULYHV$FFRUGLQJWRWKHP
WHFKQLFDO¿QDQFLDODQGUHJXODWRU\DGPLQLVWUDWLYHDQGOHJLVODWLYH
FRQVWUDLQWVWKDWRIWHQSUHYDLOLQGHYHORSLQJFRXQWULHVFRPSOLFDWH
interconnections of decentralised and centralised energy systems.
4XDOLWDWLYH GDWD DQDO\VLV VXJJHVWV WKDW DVVHVVPHQWV RI FRVW
FRPSHWLWLYHQHVV RI RIIJULG HQHUJ\ V\VWHPV LQ FDVH RI DUULYDO
RI JULGHOHFWULFLW\ VKRXOG DOVR UHÀHFW WKH QHJDWLYH LPSDFWV RI
JULGXQUHOLDELOLW\IRUEXVLQHVVRSHUDWLRQV,QWHUHVWLQJO\WKHPLQL
JULG V\VWHP LWVHOI ZLWKLQ WKH IUDPHZRUN RI WKLV VWXG\ GH¿QHG
DV WKH JHQHUDWRU DQG GLVWULEXWRU RI JULGHOHFWULFLW\ WKURXJK LWV
interconnection to the main grid, is already counterbalancing
IDLOXUH HIIHFWV RI WKH PDLQ JULG *URWK  <HW PRUH GDWD
is needed to quantify the impacts of interruptions on business
operations.
2QO\  RI JULGFRQQHFWHG PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV RU  RI
QRQJULGHOHFWUL¿HGPLFURHQWHUSULVHVUHSRUWHGWRKDYHUHFHLYHG
EXVLQHVVUHODWHGWUDLQLQJ0RUHWKDQD¿IWKRIEXVLQHVVRZQHUVIURP
WKHJULGDFFHVVDUHDVUHSRUWHGWRKDYHGLI¿FXOWLHVLQJHWWLQJDFFHVV
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WREXVLQHVVUHODWHGWUDLQLQJ FigXUH 7RFRQYHUVHO\FRPSDUH
PDQ\ RI WKH QRQJULGFRQQHFWHG FRPSDQLHV UHSRUWHG WR VXIIHU
from lack of access to energy, transport infrastructure and credit
IDFLOLWLHV7KHVH FKDOOHQJHVUHÀHFW WKH QHHG IRU FRPSOHPHQWDU\
LQIUDVWUXFWXUHVVXFKDVDFFHVVWR¿QDQFLDOVHUYLFHVDQGWUDQVSRUW
which might contribute to lower transaction costs and enhanced
market demand.
Furthermore, capacity building activities can be crucial for
SURGXFWLQQRYDWLRQDQG HI¿FLHQF\ ,Q WKLV UHJDUGDOOHQWHUSULVH
RZQHUVLUUHVSHFWLYHRIWKHLUJULGFRQQHFWLRQVWDWXVH[SUHVVHG
their interest in receiving training on business management and
technical skills.

6. CONCLUSION
6LQFHWKH\HDURIZKHQRQHRIWKHPRVWFLWHGVWXGLHVZDV
SXEOLVKHGE\WKH:RUOG%DQN ,(* WKHHYLGHQFHRQLPSDFWV
RI UXUDO HOHFWUL¿FDWLRQ RQ VRFLRHFRQRPLF LQGLFDWRUVVXFK DV
LQFRPHHGXFDWLRQDQGKHDOWKKDVQRWFKDQJHGPXFKDQGUHPDLQV
WKLQ DQG FRQWURYHUVLDO HVSHFLDOO\ LQ WKH 6XE6DKDUDQ$IULFDQ
FRQWH[W 3HWHUV DQG 6LHYHUW  2GDUQR HW DO  /HQ]
HWDO +RZHYHUVLQFHWKHQRIIJULGV\VWHPVVXFKDV6+6
EHFDPHPRUHDIIRUGDEOHWKHELQDU\GH¿QLWLRQRIKDYLQJDFFHVVWR
HOHFWULFLW\RUQRWLVWRRQDUURZ %KDWLDDQG$QJHORX DQG
WKH SUHJULGHOHFWUL¿HG VWDWXV RI KRXVHKROGV PLFUR HQWHUSULVHV
DQG LQVWLWXWLRQV QHHGV WR EH UHÀHFWHG LQ UHVHDUFK 7KH SUHVHQW
VWXG\DQDO\VHVWKHLPSDFWRIJULGHOHFWULFLW\RQOLJKWLQJOXPHQ
and operation hours of micro enterprises connected to a with the
FHQWUDOJULGLQWHUFRQQHFWHGPLQLJULGV\VWHPLQ0X¿QGLORFDWHG
LQWKH6RXWKHUQ+LJKODQGVRI7DQ]DQLD%DVHGRQ360WKHUHVXOWV
indicate that lighting and lumen hours are positively and partly
VLJQL¿FDQWO\LPSDFWHGE\JULGHOHFWULFLW\7KLVFDQEHLQWHUSUHWHG
DVDQLQFUHDVHLQOLJKWLQJTXDOLW\WKURXJKJULGFRQQHFWHGV\VWHPV
+RZHYHUQRVLJQL¿FDQWHIIHFWVKDYHEHHQGHWHFWHGLQWHUPVRI
H[WHQGHGRSHUDWLRQKRXUVWKURXJKDFFHVVWRJULGHOHFWULFLW\DQG
RIIJULGSRZHUHGHOHFWULFLW\FDQPHHWDOUHDG\DKLJKHUVKDUHRIWKH
FXUUHQWOLJKWLQJGHPDQGRIPLFURHQWHUSULVHV4XDOLWDWLYHDQDO\VLV
suggests that at least part of micro enterprises electricity demand
FDQDOUHDG\EHVXI¿FLHQWO\PHWE\RIIJULGWHFKQRORJLHV7KHODFN
of access to markets and capacity building measures, but also
economic imbalances are regarded as major constraints, which
FRQ¿UPVWKHREVHUYDWLRQVPDGHE\RWKHUUHVHDUFKHUVLQWKH$IULFDQ
FRQWH[W /HQ]HWDO'LQNHOPDQ&KDSOLQHWDO 
7KH¿QGLQJVRIWKHVWXG\VXJJHVWWKDWUXUDOHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQSODQQHUV
VKRXOGFRQVLGHUSUHJULGHOHFWUL¿FDWLRQVWDWXVHVRIPLFUREXVLQHVVHV
DQGWKHFRPSOH[LW\RIWKHLUVKRUWDQGORQJWHUPHOHFWULFLW\GHPDQG
which depends on complementary infrastructure and activities.
5HVXOWVFRXOGEHEDFNHGXSE\DVXEVHTXHQWVHQVLWLYLW\DQDO\VLV
and potential biases through unobservables and endogeneity might
be addressed by relying on the instrumental variables approach.
Future research might include more indicators, such as connection
FRVWVDQG¿UPSHUIRUPDQFHDQGVWXG\KRZWRPRVWHIIHFWLYHO\
stimulate electricity demand and development of micro enterprises.
,WFRXOGIXUWKHUFRQVLGHUWKHKHWHURJHQHLW\RI¿UPVDQGWKHHIIHFWV
of blackouts and interruptions on the operational activities and
SHUIRUPDQFHRIWKHEXVLQHVVHV,QWKLVFRQWH[WWKHLQWHUFRQQHFWLRQ


RIWKHPLQLJULGV\VWHPWRWKHFHQWUDOJULGRURIRIIJULGV\VWHPV
to the grid system might play an important role, because it might
counterbalance the impacts of blackouts in the grid system.
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Chapter 11

Impacts of Electriﬁcation Under
the Perspective of the Multi-TierFramework in Southern Tanzania
Annika Groth

Abstract Off-grid areas in many African countries do not necessarily lack access
to electricity. In the last decade, energy technologies based on solar power achieved
higher penetration rates, also in rural areas of Sub-Saharan Africa. Mini-grid
technologies are expected to play a key role in expanding the access to electricity.
However, grid extension is still the preferred technology to enhance electriﬁcation
rates. Taking into account the Multi-Tier-Framework (MTF) by the World Bank,
electricity access is no longer a binary metric but a multi-dimensional phenomena.
Reliability is one of the criteria considered in the new framework. This study strives
to reflect enhanced reliability through an interconnected mini-grid system by
comparing the effects of power outages on households in the Southern Tanzanian
Region. The focus of this paper is the daily mean lighting hours consumed per
household in both a mini-grid-electriﬁed area and none mini-grid electriﬁed areas.
Lighting is one of the most important intermediary outcomes of electricity through
which households can beneﬁt in many ﬁelds. As has been expected, lighting hours
consumed by households in mini-grid-connected areas are affected by power
outages but are still signiﬁcantly higher than in not yet grid-connected villages. The
analysis underlines the importance of interconnected systems supporting the reliability of electricity access, which is also crucial for productive uses. Additionally,
fertile ground for further research is identiﬁed. Propensity Score Matching Method
is recommended to identify treatment and control group to further study the impacts
of interconnected mini-grid electriﬁcation.
Keywords Interconnected energy systems  Electricity access  Multi-tier
framework  Reliability  Socio-economic impacts  Sub-Saharan Africa

A. Groth (&)
Department Energy and Environmental Management, Interdisciplinary Institute
for Environmental-, Social- and Human Studies, Europa Universität Flensburg,
Flensburg, Germany
e-mail: annika.groth@uni-flensburg.de
© The Author(s) 2018
M. Mpholo et al. (eds.), Africa-EU Renewable Energy Research and Innovation
Symposium 2018 (RERIS 2018), Springer Proceedings in Energy,
https://doi.org/10.1007/978-3-319-93438-9_11
110

127

128

11.1

A. Groth

Introduction

The relationship between (rural) electriﬁcation and socio-economic impacts has
been studied widely on macro-economic level. However, up to now, there is no
clear consensus regarding the causal direction of this relationship [1]. But the
relevance for electriﬁcation as one of the drivers for achieving the sustainable
development goals is not questioned. Also on micro economic level, there is some
evidence that electriﬁcation improves living conditions in developing countries [2].
According to the binary deﬁnition of “having a connection to electricity or not”,
the African continent is with 587 million Africans (excluding North Africa) out of
more than 900 million people or with 63% of them not having access to electricity
in 2014 far away from reaching the UN’s development target of universal access by
2030 [3]. Tanzania, which is in the focus of this study, still belongs to one of the 20
least electriﬁed countries in the world and most recent data from 2014 indicates that
only approximately 16% of its population is electriﬁed [3].
However, as acknowledged in the recently developed United Nations Sustainable
Energy for All Global Tracking Framework the binary deﬁnition of electricity access
is too narrow to describe the complexity of it. Energy access-which contains the access
to electricity—should be adequate, available when needed, reliable, affordable, legal,
convenient, healthy and safe for all required energy applications [4].
This study considers the reliability of electricity by taking into account the
duration and frequency of power outages and its impacts on lighting hours of
households. On the other hand, the analysis studies households from not yet grid
connected areas to reflect their “pre-grid electriﬁcation status” allowing access to
basic electricity services. With worldwide falling prices for solar power based
technologies, ex ante grid electricity based on alternatives to for example diesel
generators becomes also more accessible for poorer households in rural areas of
developing countries. In rural Sub-Saharan regions many of recently electriﬁed
households still use electricity mainly for lighting purposes [5, 6]. Lighting is seen
as an intermediary outcome of electriﬁcation with the potential to improve ﬁnal
outcomes in the ﬁeld of health, education and income in the long run.
In the next section, the article reviews research done in the ﬁeld before it reflects
the methodology applied and discusses the results. Finally, it concludes and gives
an outlook on further research.

11.2

Background

Tanzania belongs to one of the African countries with a stable economic growth
rate of 7% annually in the last decade [7]. The agricultural sector is the backbone of
the economy employing more than two thirds of the population [8] which amounts
to 55.6 million people in 2016 [7]. The country is still one of the poorest countries
in the world, reflected in position number 151 out of 188 countries in the Human
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Development Index (HDI) [9] and the Multi-Dimensional Poverty Index (MPI),
which deﬁnes 66.4% of the Tanzanian population as multi-dimensionally poor in
terms of education, health and standard of living [9].
This is also reflected in the ofﬁcial electriﬁcation rate, which deﬁnes that only
16% of the population is electriﬁed. Per capita electric power consumption amounts
to approximately 99 kWh [7]. Installed power generation capacity is low with only
1564 MW [10], whereby approximately 10% of it is attributed to mainly fossil fuel
powered mini-grid systems [11].
However, the Tanzanian energy sector is frequently affected by power generation
outages, which can be attributed to chronic underinvestment and weak technical as well
as ﬁnancial performance [12] but also to climatic conditions due to its high dependence
on hydro power (more than 30% of total generation capacity) [13]. In 2014, approximately 18% of electric power transmission and distribution has been lost [7].
To address these constraints, the Tanzanian government put ambitious reforms
into place which include a higher participation of independent power producers
(IPP) and small power producers (SPPs) in the power generation sector. The
Mwenga Hydro Power Project (Mwenga in the following), which is in the focus of
this study, is a 4 MW hydro power based interconnected mini-grid system and falls
under the umbrella of a “special regulatory framework with simpliﬁed procedures
and standardized contracts” [10]. The majority of its power is sold to the main grid
(the national utility called Tanesco). The rest of the power generated is distributed
within the mini-grid system which encompasses the local tea industry and surrounding rural villages. The shares of what is distributed within the mini-grid or
sold to the national grid fluctuates depending on season.
Commonly, research done in the ﬁeld of impact evaluation of (rural) electriﬁcation is on different levels: macro and/or micro level. Irrespective of research level,
it focusses mainly on off-grid or grid electriﬁcation and rarely studies the effects of
interconnected electriﬁcation projects. Additionally, the impacts of power outages
on (intermediary) impact indicators—such as lighting hours—have been studied
less, especially in the Sub-Saharan context.

11.3

Methodology

In 2015, 327 households and enterprises were interviewed in mini-grid connected or not
yet mini-grid connected areas in the Muﬁndi Region in Iringa located in the Southern
Tanzanian Highlands [14]. By that time the Mwenga Project already operated for three
years. The surveys contained more than 70 detailed questions on socio-economic
conditions and energy use. For the purpose of this study, questions related to households’ sources of energy use and daily average usage in hours were analyzed. An
overview on these questions can be found in the Annex in Tables 11.4 and 11.5.
Household and enterprise selection was based on simple random selection.
However, the selection of villages was not randomized because the author wanted to
ensure that the villages share most of their background characteristics to enhance
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comparability between households from the mini-grid connected and not yet
mini-grid electriﬁed villages. For that purpose, the village selection procedure considered accessibility of villages, the existence of complementary infrastructure and
context characteristics such as topography, distance to bigger cities and towns, educational services, health services (regular) markets in the village, (formal) ﬁnancial
services, mobile phone network, main income sources and presence of other development projects. To get a comprehensive overview on the background characteristics
information from different sources was collected and combined. These included local
informants like village leaders or representatives from the Mwenga Project and secondary information like ofﬁcial reports [15, 16] and other studies [17].
The present study limits its analysis on 40 mini-grid connected households
relying solely on electricity for lighting purposes and 68 households from not yet
grid electriﬁed villages.
The concept of reliability of electricity is based on the deﬁnition of the World
Bank within the Multi-Tier-Framework [4]. In accordance with this concept a
non-reliable electricity access is understood here as the time electricity distribution
of the mini-grid system is interrupted. The higher the frequency and time of
interruptions the more unreliable the supply of electricity becomes.
Data on mini-grid power outages is based on information from project representatives [18]. Power outages refer to the time mini-grid distribution of electricity
is interrupted, thus no power is delivered to the end consumers (to the mini-grid
connected villagers and to the main grid), irrespective on mini-grid running mode—
interconnected or island mode. Thus, power outages from the main grid are not
reflected totally because the interconnected system is able to disconnect from the
main grid and to switch on isolate mode to further distribute to the villages.
Especially planned power outages by the main grid are therefore not reflected here
because the system is prepared to switch to isolate mode. However, the data
describes unplanned power outages and the time needed to switch the operation to
an isolate operation of the mini-grid. Power outages due to occurrences within the
Mwenga system are reflected totally. For the purpose of this analysis mini-grid
power outages attributable to Tanesco or Mwenga are calculated in average hours
per day between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. on a yearly basis ﬁrst (see Table 11.1). It is
assumed that within that time frame household’s lighting hours might be impacted
by power outages. At this stage of research, no impacts of seasons or other
parameters affecting mini-grid power distribution are reflected.
To better reflect seasonal fluctuations and extraordinary events affecting power
generation and distribution, average power outages per day between 7 p.m. and 6 a.
m. are also displayed on monthly basis (see Fig. 11.1). The estimations on yearly
and monthly basis assume that power outages take place every day- an assumption
that might be too strong to reflect reality, but is needed to study impacts on daily
lighting usage of households.
To address these constraints, the study further includes average outage frequency
per month between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. (see Table 11.3), which is calculated on
yearly basis. Additionally, this study displays average daily distribution in kWh
within the mini-grid system between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m. to illustrate the effect of
power outages on electricity distribution.
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Table 11.1 Average power outage duration in hours per day from 7 p.m. to 6 a.m. in 2015 and
2016
2015 (h)
Mwenga
0.51
Tanesco
0.53
Both combined
1.04
Source Own elaboration based on [18]

2016 (h)
0.19
0.25
0.44

Fig. 11.1 Daily mean power outages in hours and distributed kWh (7 p.m. to 6 a.m.). Source
Own elaboration based on [18]

Average lighting hours per day are based on estimations of household heads
from the non-connected and mini-grid connected villages. Lighting is a direct
outcome of electriﬁcation because its usage usually starts immediately after electriﬁcation when infrastructure and lighting devices are installed. Data has been
collected by the end of 2015. For that reason, it was assumed that average lighting
usage remained the same for 2016. Lighting hours are based on the daily usage of
the most frequent lighting devices or appliances, such as different electric bulb
types and wick or gas powered lamps. Due to data constraints mobile torches, such
as mobile phone flashlights, and candles have been excluded from the analysis.

11.4

Results and Discussion

As can be seen in Table 11.1, the mean duration of power outages between 7 p.m.
and 6 a.m. affecting mini-grid distribution attributed to Mwenga are less compared
to those related to Tanesco in 2015 and 2016.

114

132

A. Groth

In a worst case scenario, where both power outages would have taken place on
the same day but not necessarily at the same time, mini-grid distribution of electricity would have been interrupted by approximately 1 h per day in 2015 and 0.4 h
per day in 2016 on average.
With approximately 32.95 mean hours of lighting per day households from
mini-grid connected villages consume signiﬁcantly more lighting hours per day
than households from not yet—grid connected areas with 23.94 mean hours per day
(see Table 11.2).
On average, mini-grid connected households reported to own 5.3 electric
lighting appliances. If their usage in hours is assumed to be equally distributed, this
would lead to a usage of each device for approximately 6.2 h per day. For those
mini-grid connected households solely relying on electricity from the grid, power
outages impact their lighting consumption.
In the worst case scenario, assuming that all lighting devices are running when
both power outages take place, this would lead to approximately 31.9 lighting hours
per day on average in 2015 and to 32.5 mean lighting hours in 2016.
When distinguished by source of outage, power outages that are attributable to
the main grid would have led to 32.42 mean lighting hours in 2015 and 32.7
average lighting hours in 2016.
Conversely, power outages from the Mwenga system would have led to slightly
higher mean lighting hours with 32.44 average lighting hours in 2015 and to 32.77
mean lighting hours in 2016. However, the slight differences in average lighting
hours are not signiﬁcant when distinguished by source of outage.
Due to data constraints it is not possible to reﬁne the analysis in terms of a better
reflection of real lighting hours diminished by power outages expressed in hours per
lighting device. This becomes especially clear, when considering the fact that power
outages are not taking place every day. Average outage frequency per month between
7 p.m. and 6 a.m. amounts to 13 in 2015 and to 11 in 2016, which leads to higher
average duration per power outage (2.4 h in 2015 and 1.4 h in 2016) and reflects that
end users are not affected by daily power outages in a month (see Table 11.3).
However, a comparison with World Bank data on power outages in the national
grid in a typical month from 2013 reveals that the interconnected mini-grid system
seems to distribute power in a more reliable manner. Tanzanian enterprises reported
to be affected by only approximately 9 power outages per month with an average
duration of 6.3 h each [19].1
The blue line shown in Fig. 11.1 indicates average daily distribution in kWh
within the mini-grid system and reflects seasonal and/or extraordinary events and
power outages: In dry seasons, from end of June until the end of December, the
production from the Mwenga Project and its mini-grid distribution is substantially
reduced. In this period, the share of electricity distributed to the village customers
(via mini-grid) amounts to approximately 20%, whereas 80% is distributed to the

1

But in this context, it is important to consider that World Bank’s data is based on enterprises
surveys and might not reflect power outages within the time frame between 7 p.m. and 6 a.m.
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Both outages
combined 2015

Both outages
combined 2016

Mini-grid connected
32.95
31.9
32.5
households
23.94 h***
NA
NA
Not yet
grid-connected
households
***, **, * indicate 1%, 5% and 10% levels of level of signiﬁcance respectively
Source Own elaboration based on [14, 18]

No outages
considered

Table 11.2 Households average lighting hours per day

NA

32.42

Tanesco
outage 2015

NA

32.44

Mwenga
outage 2015

NA

32.7

Tanesco
outage 2016

NA

32.77

Mwenga
outage 2016
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Table 11.3 Monthly
mini-grid average outage
frequency and duration from
7 p.m. to 6 a.m. in 2015 and
2016

2015
Average frequency
13
Average duration
2.4 h
Source Own elaboration based on [18]

2016
11
1.4 h

main grid. This is mainly attributed to the irrigation practices of the anchor customers from tea production companies during that season.
In wet seasons, from end of December until the end of June, 90% of the electricity produced is distributed to the main grid and the remaining 10% is distributed
to the local villages within the mini-grid [18]. Extraordinary events can also be
studied in Fig. 11.1. The red, green and yellow lines indicate the daily mean power
outage in hours. The green line shows outages from the Mwenga system. Between
October and November 2015 comprehensive maintenance work on the system was
undertaken which explains the outliers displayed here.
The flexibility in terms of distribution according to seasonal fluctuations illustrates the advantages of an interconnected system which is able to adapt its distribution to seasonal or extraordinary events. A counterbalancing effect can be
identiﬁed when distribution is maintained in case of failure in one of the interconnected systems. Thereby, reliability of electricity access can be enhanced.

11.5

Conclusion and Recommendations

Interconnection of mini-grid system and main grid can be beneﬁcial for households.
This can be achieved through enhanced reliability of electricity by adapting the distribution to seasonal and/or extraordinary events and power outages, e.g. by switching
to island mode in case of failure of the main grid. Lighting hours of households are
signiﬁcantly higher in mini-grid connected villages compared to not yet
grid-connected areas. However, their lighting hour consumption is limited by frequent
power outages which can be counterbalanced by the interconnection of the system. To
further study impacts of power outages on the intermediary outcome of lighting, data
on power outages from the main grid and households from main grid connected areas
could be collected. The application of more profound statistical methods could allow
for more robust results, e.g. a propensity score matching analysis could help to identify
counterfactual and research groups. Furthermore, more socio-economic indicators
could be included in the analysis as well as a study on the effects of power outages and
interconnected systems on small and medium enterprises. The inclusion of lumen
hours could additionally give a better reflection on the quality of lighting.

Annex
See Tables 11.4 and 11.5.
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6

7

8

Charging

Water Supply
Timber

working

Lighting
Cooking

*HBW =
Home based

9 10 11 12

Other

5

Other (HBW*)

4

Agro –processing

3

Computer

2

Radio

1

Washing

ENERGY
SOURCE

TV

Dry cell
batteries
Handcrafted
Car or other
rechargeable
battery
Gas (LPG /
LNG)
Diesel
(Nonvehicleoperationuse)
Petrol (Nonvehicleoperationuse)
Diesel
(vehicleoperationuse)
Petrol
(vehicleoperationuse)
Paraffin /
Kerosene
Candles
Biogas
Charcoal /
briquettes
Crop residue
(bought)
Crop residue (collected)
Firewood
(bought)
Firewood
(collected)
PV-System
(Solar)
Electricity
from minigrid
Other

*Home based work
Source Own elaboration based on [14, 15, 20]
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FILL ENERGY SOURCE TAPPED AS INDICATED IN Q1.

Q5.

Roughly how many minutes per day or per week does this household spend acquiring
____?

FILL ENERGY SOURCE TAPPED AS INDICATED IN Q1.

Q4.

Last week or month, roughly how much did this household use of___?

Q3.

FILL ENERGY SOURCE TAPPED AS INDICATED IN Q1.

IF ENERGY SOURCE IS USED, ASK Q2Q5 FOR THIS ENERGY SOURCE BEFORE
ASKING Q1 FOR NEXT ENERGY
SOURCE

Last week or month, roughly how much did this household spend on___?

READ ENERGY SOURCE

THEN READ PURPOSE

Multiple entries are possible.

FILL ENERGY SOURCE TAPPED AS INDICATED IN Q1

Q2.

Q1.
Which of the following energy sources does
this household use?

For which of the following purposes do you use___? Multiple entries are possible.

Table 11.4 Household survey on energy sources and usage
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Table 11.5 Household survey on lighting devices and daily average usage
Q1. How many of the following lighting
devices does this household use?

Lighting device

Q2. What is the mean number of
hours you use this _____ per day?
FILL ONLY WITH LIGHTING
DEVICE USED AS INDICATED IN Q1
Total hours used per day

Quantity

Energy saver
Incandescent bulb (<50 W)
Incandescent bulb (  50 W)
Fluorescent tube
Solar lamp
LED lamp (mobile)
LED lamp (torches)
Pressurized lantern
Wick lamp (parafﬁn/kerosene)
Gas lamp
Candle (per week)
Other (specify):
Source Own elaboration based on [14, 15, 20]
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9. Synthesis
Being classified as a general-purpose technology (GTP), electric power is a crucial and necessary (but
insufficient) requirement to advance socio-economic development in the Global South, and it is widely
believed that electrification projects should replicate the success stories of the West. To date, there is
no consensus regarding the direction and type of relationship between economic development and
electric power consumption (see 141 and 144), which also includes research on the matter in SSA
countries. There is broad agreement, however, that both factors strongly correlate with each other and
carry transformative socio-economic potential.
To enable a deeper understanding of the context of a SSA country, Chapter 4 of this thesis conducted
an analysis of the relationship between electric power consumption and GDP in Kenya on the macro
level. Aside from relying on an augmented econometric approach to study the data, this section also
discussed the difficulties of deriving meaningful policy recommendations for decision-makers based on
a highly aggregated data set that can be impacted by structural breaks, which can hide or miss essential
information. This reflects, overall research trends and the position of this thesis, underlining the need
for research at the micro level in order to reflect reality at the “bottom” and to serve as a basis for
measures addressing poverty reduction.
Following experiences in the West, grid electrification is still the preferred method for electrifying a
region, including efforts in Kenya and Tanzania. This approach may become uneconomical and
unfeasible, however, when implemented in difficult terrains with low population densities and energy
consumption levels, which is the situation of rural areas in these two countries. The preferences for grid
extensions are also reflected in research on the impacts of rural electrification, whereby the majority is
conducted in the context of grid electrification and higher tiers of electricity access (174–176), while
there is less focus on off-grid systems and interconnected energy systems (177, 155, 156). The same
applies to research on the impacts of electrification in general (134: p.6) and in the SSA setting (178,
105). In addition, many studies lack well-founded empirical approaches and evidence (105).
Recently, the evaluation of the impacts of electrification based on rigorous methods has become
increasingly common. This thesis contributes to the growing body of research in this area by studying
two cases from SSA and analysing the impacts of (pre-) grid electrification on households and small
enterprises. Furthermore, this thesis describes different modes of electrification and distinguishes
between grid electrification and interconnected mini-grids (Chapter 8), and interconnected mini-grids
and off-grid electrification (Chapters 5, 6, and 7).
The study on the macro level in Chapter 4 strives to answer the following questions:
Is there a causal relationship between electric power consumption and economic output? If so, what is
the type and direction of the relationship, and is it impacted by structural breaks? What implications can
be drawn from this?
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To address these questions, Chapter 4 sought to establish whether a causal relationship between
electric power consumption and GDP in Kenya can be traced between 1970 and 2014, under the
consideration of structural breaks. Key macro indicators such as GDP growth or GDP per capita suggest
that Kenya is among the fastest growing economies in East Africa, whereby the pace of electrification
has increased in recent years. However, the aforementioned heterogeneity in terms of causality and the
direction of the relationship is also evident in this work. Time series data on economic output and energy
consumption are interrupted by events such as droughts and severe economic crises. It is assumed that
their existence could bias the results of the empirical analysis and therefore impact any statistical
inferences based on these results. As anticipated, the statistical analyses in the case of Kenya yield
different results, depending on whether or not the structural breaks in the time series data between 1971
and 2014 are taken into account. While no causal relationship between the two variables can be
established for the entire sample period, at the subsample level, a unidirectional relationship running
from electricity consumption to GDP can be detected. In the case of the first result, changes in Kenyan
GDP or electric power consumption should not affect each other. Thus, policies or shocks (such as
energy conservation policies or losses in economic output) should not have any negative implications
for GDP or electricity consumption. However, the analysis of the subsample shows that there is a onedirectional relationship between electricity and GDP. As a result, a shortage of electric power
consumption can have negative effects on the expansion of economic output. The findings underline
the importance of controlling for structural breaks when studying a relationship. Their existence may
significantly change the direction and type of the relationship established between GDP and electric
power consumption and, consequently, any resulting policies. Moreover, the study in Chapter 4 critically
reflects on the availability and validity of highly aggregated data. Access to long-term and continuous
time series data is critical for a robust empirical analysis.
To reflect on the effects of electrification on the micro level, the thesis aims to find answers to the
following overarching questions:
To what extent do access to and use of different modes of electrification and their parallel existence
affect the socio-economic conditions of households and micro enterprises in the SSA context? Can
causality be established?
The study in Chapter 5 presents the findings from a comparison of baseline data of an interconnected
mini-grid project in Mufindi, in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania. It is the first out of four studies on
the Mwenga Hydro Power mini-grid system and allows the reader to gain a deeper understanding of the
project and the socio-economic conditions in the research area. The findings from the present study can
be seen as a reference for the subsequent studies in Chapters 5 and 6. However, it should be noted
that the results on the socio-economic conditions of households and enterprises may differ from chapter
to chapter, since the results of the present study are based on qualitative analysis and descriptive
statistics, whereas the results in Chapters 5 and 6 are determined by an empirical methodological
approach that compares the research units based on their propensity scores. The starting point of the
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analysis in Chapter 5 is a baseline study on the project from 2009. In 2015, further data were collected
as a basis for analyzing the socio-economic impact of grid electrification. At that time, four of the six
sampled villages had been electrified by a mini-grid system for three years. Particular emphasis was
placed on the households and enterprises that indicated owning a SHS irrespective of their grid
connection status. The study in Chapter 5 reveals that heads of household are primarily occupied in the
agricultural sector and generate a major share of their annual income there, which reflects the lasting
importance of this sector for the whole Tanzanian economy (see also Section 1.2 above). Moreover, the
income generation sources of households have been identified as being more diverse in grid-electrified
villages in comparison to villages that are not yet grid-electrified. However, more of the latter households
indicated that they belonged to the middle and higher income classes. In both areas, the ownership of
SHS has increased substantially in recent years. Whereas in 2009 only 4% of the households indicated
owning an SHS (196), by 2015 this figure had increased to 47% in not yet grid-connected villages and
10% in grid-electrified villages. It is further observed that households and enterprise owners from the
higher income class are more likely to possess an SHS and tend to own more electric appliances,
regardless of grid connection status. Thus, the descriptive data suggest that pre-grid electrification
statuses are mainly related to the higher income groups of households and enterprise owners. On the
other hand, more than 40% of households in grid-connected villages reported having access to grid
electricity and belonging to the lower income class. The findings of the study suggest that the socioeconomic statuses of rural households determine (pre-grid) electrification, which could in turn imply that
inequalities between the different income groups could increase or intensify if not properly addressed
by policy makers. Therefore, it is recommended that a more detailed analysis of the socio-economic
effects of (grid-)electrification on households should also consider the distributional effects of
(subsidized) electrification on different income groups.
In order to reflect on the causality of the relationship between electricity access and socio-economic
development, the thesis aims to answer the following question:
To what extent do access to and use of electricity from an interconnected mini-grid project affect the
socio-economic conditions of households and micro enterprises in rural SSA areas, in comparison to
not yet grid-connected but potentially pre-electrified, off-grid home-scale system users?
Based on the findings in Chapter 5, Chapter 6 offers an analysis of the socio-economic impacts of grid
electrification on households in the Mufindi region of Tanzania. A special focus was placed on the pregrid-electrification status of households because the penetration rate of SHS has accelerated in recent
years (see Chapters 1 and 5) and needs to be reflected in research on the impacts of rural electrification.
In order to establish comparison groups, the study in Chapter 6 makes use of PSM. The estimation of
propensity scores is based on the gender and educational level of the head of household, the number
of household members, and members contributing to income, as well as the main source of household
drinking water and the household´s main building floor type. Overall, the empirical results suggest that
the electricity consumption of households is relatively low and focuses on only a few electric appliances.
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Accordingly, the ownership of electric appliances (or “indirect connection costs”) in grid-electrified
households turned out to be only slightly higher compared to not yet grid-electrified households. In
general, electricity consumption is mainly focused on lighting, communication, or entertainment, and
correspondingly less on productive uses. As expected, the most notable effects of the usage of grid
electricity were detected in lighting and the quality of lighting. Improved lighting can be seen as an
intermediary impact of electricity, due to its relevance to many household activities. Regarding the
weekly usage of and expenditure on energy sources, the results after matching indicate that gridelectrified households have lower weekly usage and expenditures for dry-cell batteries than not yet gridelectrified households. If adequate disposal of dry-cell batteries cannot be guaranteed, this finding may
suggest that households with access to grid electricity are less likely to be exposed to health risks and
that their environment is also less likely to be burdened by the inappropriate disposal of batteries. On
the other hand, the non-significant difference in terms of weekly consumption of and expenses for
paraffin and kerosene after matching may indicate that these fuels are less commonly used in both
areas. In off-grid villages, this finding could be attributed to the accelerated penetration of solar-based
technologies, but also to lighting devices that are powered by dry-cell batteries. The study determines
that firewood is still mainly used for cooking in both grid- and not yet grid-connected areas. Households
from both areas are not just ascending the energy ladder, but do seem to be combining traditional energy
sources with higher quality fuels such as electric power. Essentially, households in the Mufindi region
seem to stack fuels. To sum up, the results suggest that households combine different technologies in
order to power their appliances. Based on these findings, the chapter advocates for a better reflection
of the pre-grid-electrification statuses of households in planning for rural electrification. Planners should
study the electricity requirements of off-grid households in detail, and consider the need for
complementary infrastructures to spur electricity consumption. Additionally, the supportive role of rapidly
evolving and disseminating off-grid technologies and systems in meeting basic electricity demands
should not be underestimated.
Chapter 7 deals with the dynamics between the electricity consumption and local market production of
micro enterprises in the Mufindi region. The heterogeneity of business types makes it difficult to identify
and generalize the impacts of grid-electrification. For example, some businesses rely heavily on energy
inputs (e.g. mills), while others mainly rely only on electric lighting (e.g. small kiosks). Therefore, the
impact study focuses on daily lighting and lumen hours, as well as on operation hours during times of
darkness. The analysis of the average treatment effects of electrification relies on PSM, while the
investigation into the dynamics is done on a qualitative level. In line with the observations from Chapter
5, the majority of the businesses are agricultural, reflecting the importance of this sector for the entire
economy. Many micro enterprises are in the fields of trade and services, while a smaller number deal
with manufacturing. Most of their products and services are sold and consumed locally, which reflects
their lack of access to markets further afield. The estimation of propensity scores is based on dummy
variables for agriculture (indicating whether businesses are dealing with (saw) mills or not),
manufacturing, trade (indicating whether businesses are dealing with trade, such as retail shops, or not),
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services (indicating whether businesses offer services or not), and the gender of the owner. Additionally,
the estimation relies on the real capital endowment of businesses used as a proxy for the pre-grid
electrification business size and profitability of the enterprise. In terms of daily lighting and operational
hours, the impact study infers that the number of discrepancies between off-grid and grid-connected
micro enterprises is not very high. No statistically significant differences in terms of real capital
endowment – including electric appliances – were detected. Overall, small grid-electrified business
owners indicated that a lack of customers, access to markets and capacity-building measures as well as
economic imbalances are major constraints for the development of their businesses. In contrast, not yet
grid-electrified enterprises identify insufficient access to energy sources, transport infrastructures, and
credit, as well as economic disturbances, to be constraining factors for their business development. While
problematic access to energy sources may underline the need for not yet grid-connected enterprises to
access grid electricity, it should be kept in mind that access to grid electricity alone may not be sufficient to
address the constraints. The importance of complementary structures and activities for the full development
of the potential for electrification was reaffirmed. Again, it becomes evident that planners should consider
the supportive function of off-grid systems in meeting the basic electricity demands of micro enterprises and
counterbalancing power interruptions.
Power outages are a frequent phenomenon in Tanzania and have effects on access to electricity and
therefore on socio-economic conditions. As a result, Chapter 8 studies the impacts of power interruptions
in the Mwenga mini-grid system. The study focuses on lighting as it represents the main purpose of
households’ electricity usage. To reflect the reliability of the Mwenga power system, the study takes into
account the duration and frequency of power interruptions. Power outages are defined as the time endconsumers do not receive electricity delivered by the interconnected mini-grid system between 7pm and
6am. The running mode of the mini-grid system (interconnected with the main grid or running in an
isolated mode) is not considered here. Hence, the analysis only takes into account unplanned power
outages from the main grid and power outages due to occurrences within the mini-grid system. For the
purposes of comparison and to reflect on the increased significance of off-grid systems, the analysis
further considers lighting powered by off-grid devices in not yet grid-electrified households. Based on
the descriptive statistics, the study concludes that the interconnection of the national grid and mini-grids
significantly enhances the reliability of access to electricity. The interconnected system is able to adapt
its distribution to seasonal or extraordinary events. This applies in particular to the use of electricity for
basic energy services, such as lighting. Furthermore, the qualitative data suggest that the
interconnection of systems can help to counterbalance the effects of extraordinary events and power
outages by stabilizing the power supply and thereby also contribute to the enhanced performance of
connected businesses. Despite being affected by power outages, the lighting hours of grid-connected
households are still significantly higher than off-grid households. This highlights the advantage of gridbased systems. Based on the findings of this study, planners should consider the counterbalancing
potential of interconnected systems in rural electrification, and the complementary role of off-grid
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systems in particular. More data and rigorous data analysis are needed to substantiate qualitative
statements.

9.1 Discussion
Through the course of this work, it has become clear that data constraints represent a major barrier for
researchers, limiting their scope as well as affecting the reliability of their findings (also discussed by
Bacon et al. (2)). This is especially true for research relying on data on a highly aggregated level. The
quality of aggregated data is determined by the availability of the data and (financial) capabilities, but
can also be “subject to political instructions” (15: p.13, p.16). In particular, African development statistics
lack validity and reliability, which may call into question their applicability for the allocation of resources
(e.g. by governments or international organizations) (15: p.16).
What appears meaningful on the aggregated macro level is not inevitably reflected on the micro level:
Aggregated data sets in the area of electricity access and economics may not necessarily reflect local
daily realities. As previously reflected on in Chapter 1, pure reliance on GDP indicators as a prosperity
measure was questioned three decades ago and has become increasingly outdated. Since then, it has
been widely acknowledged that most people “evaluate their respective countries’ economic progress
not by published GDP growth statistics but by changes in their households’ standard of living — a
multidimensional phenomenon that encompasses income, employment opportunity, economic security,
and quality of life” (179). Economic development measured by the mere expansion of economic output
(GDP) may be too narrow to reflect the general well being of the population in the research areas, when
it excludes socio-cultural or political conditions or informal sector activities. The latter are of significant
importance to most African economies but numbers are difficult to capture due to the informal nature of
the work.
Likewise, in Chapter 4 it has been discussed that records on electric power consumption that only
consider grid electricity consumption – without including off-grid electricity consumption – miss a large
part of the real electricity consumption in Kenya. For example, electric power access and needs could
be enhanced and improved by technologies that are not necessarily officially registered and policydriven but are instead unrecorded and market-driven solutions. Since 2015, this has been at least partly
addressed by the introduction of the SEforALL’s Multi-Tier-Framework (MTF) from the World Bank (180),
which defines electricity access not as binary but as multi-dimensional9. The main idea of the MTF is to
better capture the multiple modes and natures of access to electricity. However, data collection using
global baseline surveys has only begun recently, and the database is to be expanded to allow for a more
robust capture of the “granularity of electricity access” (10: p.27), off-grid reports, and comprehensive
time series data analysis. This, of course, also refers to data measuring well being. Tracking progress
is a challenging and expensive task, however, especially when the data systems need to be developed

9

The MTF classifies different levels of access to electricity ranging from tier 0 to tier 5. Tiers are distinguished by the following
attributes: capacity, availability, reliability, quality, affordability, legality, health and safety (180).
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and implemented, and it has been estimated that the expansion of data and statistical systems to
monitor SDGs in developing countries requires annual investments of $ 1 billion USD (133).
Apart from the technical constraints to measuring electricity access or well-being, there is an ongoing
debate concerning conceptual approaches. While there is consensus that traditional concepts are weak
in monitoring progress, whether the focus should be on comprehensive multidimensional indexes or on
a set of indicators (such as the MDGs or SDGs), or on a “dashboard” of isolated indicators is still under
discussion (55, 113). Recent research calls for a stronger emphasis on the micro level for the
development and assessment of effective poverty reduction measures (98). This includes (quasi-)
experimental research methods such as RCTs or PSM, which is the focus of the present thesis
(Chapters 3, 6, and 7).
Electricity demand projection is a key element in rural electrification planning because it determines the
(financial) viability of electrification projects. Electricity demand forecasters need to identify the
institutional, socio-cultural, financial, and technical drivers of and barriers to electricity consumption,
which depend to a large extent on the local context and conditions. Many planners rely on energy use
surveys to project electricity demand in developing countries. However, these projections may be
susceptible to errors and can thereby contribute to over- or under-sized energy systems, threatening
the technical and financial sustainability and viability of electrification projects (as critically discussed
and surveyed by Blodgett et al. (181) and Peters et al. (182). Major sources of error in electricity demand
projection in developing countries can be attributed to a lack of historical data as well as a general lack
of knowledge and experience concerning energy users and electricity usage (181, based on 183 and
184).
Experimental research, such as RCTs, can help to better understand the underlying drivers of and
barriers to electricity consumption and quantify the social welfare consequences of rural electrification.
Experimental research findings can support policy makers in prioritizing projects and adapting the
allocation of (financial) resources accordingly. In this context, it should be noted that experimental
studies such as RCTs may not answer the “big questions of development” that “strive to enhance
economy wide effects of good institutions or good macroeconomic policies”, (98: p.236f, based on 185).
However, “careful thinking and rigorous evaluation can help “to design systems to keep (..) inefficiency
in check. (…) Incremental progress and the accumulation of these small changes (…) can sometimes
end in a quiet revolution” (98: p.237). Thus, the contribution of case studies to the understanding of
“development”, such as the one presented here, should not be underestimated.
Relying on a (quasi-) experimental method, the studies on the socio-economic impacts of electrification
in the Southern Highlands of Tanzania in Chapters 6 and 7 contribute to this research field. The findings
suggest that the electric appliance uptake of households and micro enterprises three years after grid
electrification is at comparatively low levels, and households’ daily usage of electric appliances is still at
a subsistence level. Moreover, the discrepancies between grid-connected and not yet grid-connected
households in terms of electric appliance ownership are relatively low and the effects of grid electricity
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are mainly related to higher lighting quality (also observed in Chapter 8) and a higher daily usage time
of a few electric devices. The same has been detected for micro enterprises (Chapter 7). Officially
recorded data from the mini-grid distribution confirm the observed low consumption levels:
approximately 80% of rural customers consume less than 50 kWh per month, and their average
consumption amounts to only 16 kWh per month (186). This is much lower than the subsistence level
of electricity consumption, which amounts to 30 kWh per month. However, with a daily mean electricity
consumption higher than 200 Wh, the average consumption level of those customers corresponds with
Tier 2 from the MTF, while a mini-grid system capacity would allow for higher tier electricity services.
The low electricity consumption levels of the rural community may underline the dependency of the
Mwenga mini-grid distribution on its anchor customers (Tanesco and the local tea, coffee, and timber
industries) to support its financial viability. This could change when more households and micro
enterprises from the rural community become connected to the grid10, an issue that requires further
study.
In not yet grid-electrified villages, 47% of the households indicated owning and using an SHS (see
Chapter 5). The data suggest that the average SHS capacity of households amounts to 60 W, while
median SHS capacity is roughly 50 W. Households spend on average approximately $ 230 USD
acquiring such a system. These costs reflect the final prices households indicated to have paid, thus
potential subsidies or tax and (import) tariff exemptions are already reflected here.
Compared to the subsidized average grid connection costs, however, SHS acquisition costs are much
higher and do not include maintenance and replacement costs. The comparatively high acquisition costs
could explain why SHSs are primarily purchased by higher income groups. Mean or median SHS
capacity levels correspond to Tier 1 and 2 from the MTF (180), which shows that off-grid households
from the rural community have access to an electricity supply that goes beyond basic electricity needs
(includes general lighting, phone charging, TV and fan). This electricity access level is equivalent to the
electricity consumption level of grid-electrified households (see above) and may explain why average
discrepancies in terms of electricity usage between grid and not yet grid-electrified households are
relatively low. While both the off-grid SHS capacity levels and the electricity consumption levels of gridelectrified households may be too low for productive purposes (Tier 3 and above in the MTF (180)),
newer generation SHSs may have higher capacities and allow for higher loads at affordable prices. Yet,
the question of how to induce electricity demand that meets the systems’ capacities remains. More
research is needed to capture the drivers of and barriers to electricity demand in this area.
In Chapter 5, it has been determined that households from lower income classes also rely on grid
electricity, whereas SHS ownership and usage is mainly restricted to households from the middle to
higher income classes. At this stage, it should be kept in mind that the distribution costs of the mini-grid
system are subsidized. Average costs of a new connection to the grid amount to approximately $920

10

There is an on-going project expansion of rural electrification in the nearby Kihansi Basin.
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USD. However, subsidies lower the costs per connection to $70 USD (186). Tariffs on (prepaid) grid
electricity ($ 0.03 per kWh) are cross-subsidized by higher tier customers ($0.13 per kWh) (186). Hence,
subsidized connection costs and tariffs of the mini-grid system seem to be affordable for poor
households in the Mufindi region and allow them to access higher tier electricity services. However,
connection costs may still pose a major barrier when households have to pay an extra fee for their
connection to the grid due to their remote location (in 2015, >30 m distance from the transmission line).
This could also be the case for indirect connection costs, such as electric appliances, which would
explain at least part of the low uptake of electric appliances after grid electrification. Donor funding
having the effect of reducing connection costs may distort the long-term financial sustainability of the
project and should be addressed in future research. Donor funding to expand rural community
connections and guarantee facilities becomes even more important when one takes into account the
frequent payment defaults of the main customer Tanesco. Regular defaults may threaten the financial
viability and sustainability of the Mwenga mini-grid system distribution (186).
Moreover, subsidies for connection costs and tariffs on grid electricity could have distributional effects
on villages, as subject which should be examined in more detail in a future study. It would be interesting
to know whether subsidies could counterbalance inequalities between households of different income
classes. In contrast to SHS, subsidized grid electricity appears to be affordable for lower income groups.
On the other hand, it is worth knowing what would happen if connection costs and tariffs were not
subsidized or were subsidized to a lesser extent. Would households still aspire to gain access to grid
electricity? For example, Postepska and Blimpo (187) found that the level of income of SSA households
is a key factor in electricity uptake, but irregularity and unpredictability of income represent major
barriers. Conversely, if electricity consumers overestimate their own future solvency, e.g. their
expectations concerning the development of their income after grid electrification may be too high. This
could lead to welfare losses on the individual, household, community, regional and/or even national
levels.
Improved living quality through access to higher tier and more reliable electricity (see Chapter 8) should
not be underestimated. On a qualitative level, it was observed that many people aspire to and desire
access to grid electricity because they consider it to be a tool that has the potential to move them out of
poverty, enhance their social status, and enable them to participate in “progress” and, thus, improve
their standard of living. To further illustrate this, I cite an example from a head of household from a not
yet grid-electrified area: “(Grid-) Electricity is very important for us. We are waiting for your (the Mwenga
mini-grid distributer’s) action to deal with our problems with not being connected to the grid for such a
long time. We see it as a dream (…)”. The increased penetration rate of SHS in off-grid Mufindi areas
indicates that many households already have experience accessing electricity and could, therefore,
estimate their (future) electricity needs. Yet, the data analysis suggests that even when the dream of
electrification is fulfilled, the electricity consumption of households and micro enterprises remains at
comparatively low levels (see Chapters 6 and 7). However, the above statement emphasizes the hope
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and aspirations associated with having access to grid electricity and underlines the social dimension of
being connected to higher tier electricity access.
Overall, the findings of this thesis reflect several lessons: electrification via grid expansion does not
encounter totally “infrastructure-less” spaces, but rather rapidly changing contexts where a random
collection of different energy services, although still rudimentary and limited, already exists. Thus, based
on the results of the case study, we can assume that off-grid rural SSA areas do not necessarily lack
electricity and that at least the basic needs can be met to a substantial extent by solar-based,
decentralized technologies. Consequently, up to a certain threshold, living conditions can already be
improved through access to these technologies and the treatment effects of grid electrification can be
expected to be less pronounced (also observed by Bensch et al. (155) in the rural Tanzanian context).
However, regulatory hurdles are frequently cited as hampering off-grid system development, such as
solar mini and micro-grids (102). Project partners from the Mwenga Hydro Power Project reported the
difficulties they had to overcome in realizing the mini-grid project. As one of the first projects under the
Small Power Producers program, they had to secure over 30 documents (permits, licenses, and
agreements), which led to significant delays before the project became operational in 2012 (186). This
shows the importance of firm political commitments and supportive regulatory and enabling frameworks
that allow new forms of energy supply to flow.
Despite these challenges, the penetration rates of off-grid and mini-grid energy systems are on the rise.
In Tanzania, the capacity of solar lights and SHS increased from 0.272 MW in 2011 to 17.438 MW in
2016 (188). This figure corresponds to approximately 1% of the total power generation capacity installed.
On the other hand, the mini-grid system capacity accounts for approximately 10% of total power
generation capacity installed (189). International and local private enterprises have contributed to the
acceleration of mini-grid system implementation in recent years (189). In Kenya, the capacity of solar
lights and SHS increased from 0.408 MW in 2011 to 11.974 MW in 2016 (188).
Accelerated penetration rates of solar-based technologies may underline the power of market-driven
solutions, which are not necessarily supported by governmental actions. Yet, as mentioned above, it
has to be acknowledged that the abolition of the value-added tax on solar panels in Kenya and Tanzania
has significantly contributed to these developments (6: p.109). Furthermore, the role of donors in
simplifying (financial) access to these technologies should not be overlooked. The interaction between
the public and private sectors and public-private partnerships is responsible for the accelerated off-grid
system development (6). This suggests that market-driven solutions alone are not yet sufficient to drive
(off-grid) electrification.
A consumer-driven (pre-grid-) electrification may be applicable to the (basic) electric service of lighting.
LED technologies are widely available and affordable even for poor households in SSA (12). According
to the Energy Access Situation Report on Tanzania, approximately 54.4% of rural households rely on
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rechargeable devices for lighting. This is also attributed to, inter alia, recent increases in kerosene prices
(48).
The shift from unhealthy energy sources, such as kerosene and paraffin, to healthier and more efficient
lighting sources has also been observed in the Mufindi areas studied in Chapters 6 and 7 and by Bensch
et al. (12) for rural areas in SSA. Thus, the positive impacts on the health of household members due
to less exposure to indoor air pollution by relying on grid-electrified lighting devices are expected to be
less pronounced and have not been considered in great detail in this research. Based on these
observations, exposure to indoor air pollution and its negative impacts on health should be more
intensely studied in the context of cooking. Irrespective of grid connection and income statuses,
households from the Mufindi area rely mainly on firewood for cooking (see Chapters 5 and 6). This
confirms observations at the national level, where firewood represents the predominant cooking source
for households (48).
The penetration of off-grid energy systems in rural SSA regions has benefitted from worldwide
technological and financial innovations, cost reductions in solar PV systems and improvements in
energy efficiency. Higher penetration of off-grid systems may also reflect the growing role of trade
partnerships of SSA countries with emerging countries, in particular with China, which was discussed in
Chapter 1.
To further illustrate this, Figure 13 reveals the increasing importance of Chinese imports in the field of
photosensitive semiconductor devices to Kenya and Tanzania in 2000 and 2017. It is apparent that the
magnitude of the trade value of imported photosensitive semiconductor devices from China has
increased substantially over the last two decades. In Tanzania, the trade value grew from $ 2,420 USD
in 2000 to $ 17,274,336 USD in 2017 (42). In Kenya, it grew from $ 23,044 USD to $ 23,446,507 USD
during the same time period (42). In 2017, Chinese imports accounted for more than 80% of the overall
trade value of these imports in both countries, whereas in 2000 it was only around 1% of the overall
trade value.
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Figure 13. Trade value (in US $) of imported photosensitive semiconductor devices11 in
Tanzania and Kenya in 2000 and 2017
Source: Author, based on (42)
It should be noted that non-branded products do not necessarily have to be a less sustainable
alternative. Recently, Bensch et al. (191) compared non-branded to branded SHS in rural Burkina Faso.
Based on their results, it seems that off-grid energy technology markets in SSA are booming even
without the support of comprehensive marketing initiatives and that the measures and quality of nonbranded products are not necessarily inferior. The findings suggest that non-branded technologies can
be “cost-effective” and achievable for lower income and poorer households (191). In both countries,
however, it has been observed that the rapid penetration of solar-powered off-grid products also led to
an increased influx of poor quality technologies (10). More research is needed in order to substantiate
this.
Across all micro-level analyses (Chapters 5 to 8), it becomes clear that the period of (grid) power access
plays a major role in enhancing socio-economic impacts. Lighting belongs to the most direct impact of
electrification, hence the effect of grid electricity on lighting can be studied immediately after grid
electrification. It is important to note that the considered period of three years of access to grid electricity
may be too short for households and micro enterprises to be able to sufficiently harness the technology.
This corresponds to the modern productivity paradox, as discussed by David (192). The uptake of
electricity and electric appliances does not necessarily imply an immediate impact on productivity
growth, which is crucial for structural transformation, economic development and competitiveness.
Experiences from the West have shown that it took several decades until complementary technologies
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were developed and the effects of electrification became visible on a broader scale (e.g. in the United
States (192).
However, the replicability of (and therefore maybe also the comparability with) the Western model for
energy access expansion in developing economies is questionable, and this does not only relate to
tackling climate change. In recent years, the development and diffusion of technologies and innovations
– such as machine learning systems – has accelerated. Communities are faced with rapidly changing
environments. The number of areas completely cut off from the rest of the world is rapidly decreasing,
and information asymmetries and related transaction costs are much lower compared to the past. For
example, as discussed above, the current “pre-grid-electrification” statuses of rural households and
small enterprises in SSA, even though still mainly limited in terms of capacity, are significantly more
developed, achievable, and affordable than a decade ago.
In particular, the most notable innovations driving the penetration of decentralized technologies include
mobile platforms and new business models such as mobile banking (e.g. M-PESA) and prepayment, or
pay-as-you-go (PAYG), systems, which drove the participation of the private sector. These systems can
help lower transaction costs, overcome asymmetric information barriers, and prevent payment defaults.
Today, it is much easier to gain access to modern electricity services than a decade ago, even for
poorer, previously “non-bankable” households.
However, technological jumps and innovations also need space to allow them to develop and achieve
their full potential in a sustainable manner. With regard to (off-grid) energy systems, this includes the
fields of operation, management, and maintenance, but also the recycling and disposal of materials.
Institutional frameworks and conditions play a major role in driving and maintaining the expansion of
electrification. There is a need for complementary inputs and innovations (such as technologies and
infrastructures) that allow GTP to harness their full potential in terms of enhancing welfare.
Despite the accelerated penetration of off-grid systems in rural SSA areas, the observations of Barnes
(193: p.7) from 2007 that “electrification efforts” need to be “properly coordinated with complementary
programs or implemented under the right regional conditions to increase productivity and improve the
quality of rural life” is still highly relevant. This may underline the relevance of recently emerging
technologies and services such as PAYG, which can help to overcome certain constraints (e.g. access
to financial services). Moreover, electrification strategies should focus not only on access to “productive
energy” but also on the uptake of “energy consuming productive activities and technologies” (9: p.3).
For example, to address electricity load constraints, Tanzanian authorities allow mini-grid developers to
finance productive-use appliances through on-bill financing (194: p.37). Vocational training and
information campaigns regarding electricity usage can help to maximize electrification efforts (195).
Capacity building measures should also include women because of their high level of entrepreneurship
engagements (194: p.20). Best practice examples of private sector engagements in off-grid
electrification have shared the following characteristics: “Consideration of the demands, interest, and
restrictions of local customers, including the desire to pay with mobile payments systems; strong
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partnerships along the whole supply chain, from the government and utilities to private sector service
providers; and adaptation of market dynamics to local conditions to support successful, sustainable
clean energy solutions” (195: p.68).
Mwenga’s mini-grid distribution already meets some criteria. It deals with a mobile prepaid system,
started awareness campaigns informing the rural community of the usage of electricity (e.g. kettles, see
Chapter 6), and undertook and supported studies (e.g. 196) to better understand the needs of the
communities.
However, in the SSA context, it should be noted that electrification measures meet a difficult
environment in enhancing productivity levels. As previously discussed in Chapter 1, and also confirmed
for the case of rural Tanzania in the studies on the micro level in Chapters 5 to 8, rural SSA economies
are mainly based on agriculture. Many agricultural products are sold and consumed locally, and export
market access is mostly limited to unprocessed products and commodities.
On the global level, most of SSA economic sectors still lag behind in terms of their labour productivity
(growth) and their informal sector activities are comparatively high (8: p.144f). It is assumed that the
informal sector absorbs a high share of the (unskilled) labour force (8: p.144f). Pressure caused by the
high number of young people entering the labour market every year is immensely high. Thus, even if
electricity contributes to improved productivity, certain trade-off effects of productivity gains should be
considered, e.g. losses on the labour markets. Moreover, the distributional effects of productivity gains
should be taken into consideration because the purchasing power of local customers may not
necessarily change. These circumstances continue to make it difficult for SSA countries to compete in
world markets, bring about structural changes, and sustain economic growth.
This is why anchor customers who already have a critical level of electricity demand (e.g. Tanesco or
the coffee and tea industry) can play an important role in supporting the financial sustainability of (mini) grid distribution. While the electricity needs of the internationally integrated tea, coffee, and timber
companies of the Mwenga project may benefit from a more reliable electricity distribution (see Chapter
8), rural communities can benefit from access to electricity for the first time (see Chapters 5 to 8) and
from spill-over effects. However, the long-term effects of access to mini-grid distribution need to be
studied further.
To summarize this research, my subjective experiences from reading the literature and conducting
fieldwork in Tanzania taught me various lessons, but the most important one is the following: when
development policy strives for a one-by-one transfer of a Western lifestyle to the context of African rural
areas, it is doomed to fail if it ignores local circumstances. A good example of this is cooking. Regardless
of grid connection status, there was almost no household that did not cook with firewood (see Chapter
6). In the cities, I observed that firewood and electricity were used in combination for cooking. The
availability of electricity does not necessarily lead to an implicit changeover, even if the monetary means
are available.
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Another interesting observation I made is on an anecdotal level, namely that the circadian rhythms of
villagers seemed to be aligned with their environment. Villagers reported that they get up just before
sunrise to go to the fields and return home before it gets dark. They seemed to have a relatively regular
sleeping schedule. Exposure to artificial light, e.g. through high-intensity LEDs emitting large amounts
of blue light, can disturb the sleep-inducing hormone production of melatonin and thereby contribute to
sleep disorders, which can have adverse health effects in turn (197, 198). In general, the impacts of
artificial lighting with superior lumens per watt on the ecosystem and its organisms – from birds, fish and
insects to human beings – and its long-term effects need to be studied more in detail (for example, 199,
200).
I am convinced that technological advancement, such as gaining access to reliable and affordable
electricity and electrical devices, can lead to an increase in the quality of life in these villages. However,
I consider it just as important that the habits and (cultural) traditions that have survived for many
centuries, perhaps even millennia, should be carefully studied and considered and perhaps even
combined with modern practices and techniques to achieve sustainable high-quality living standards in
the long term. Above all, perhaps the most important perspective that needs to change to drive
“developmental transformation” is the one in our minds. We may need “a change in mindsets that
recognizes that change is possible and welcomes change” (55: p.33).

9.2 Outlook
“We are at an inflection point for off-grid power. The early markets are maturing and new models and
markets are emerging.”12

In 2017, 537 million people in SSA regions still had no access to electricity. Achieving the target of
universal access to energy services by 2030 seems highly unlikely in these countries. In some areas,
population growth will outpace electrification gains (21). According to the IEA´s New Policies Scenario
more than 580 million SSA will lack access to electricity by 2030 (21). The IEA estimates that annual
investments of $52 billion USD are needed to achieve universal access to electricity by then (6).
Decentralized systems, including solar PV technologies in off-grid and mini-grid systems, are identified
as the lowest-cost solution for more than 70% of new electricity connections in SSA countries (6: p.12).
Approximately 95% of the global annual investment requirements should be undertaken in the region
(6). However, between 2015 and 2016 only $5 billion USD was invested in electricity projects in the SSA
region (202: p.16). Approximately half the financing came from bilateral and multilateral development
finance institutions (202: p.51). This is well below the annually required investment level, and reflects
overall dependence on donor actions as well as the financial gap in resources of these countries. For

12

(201)

135

example, international development organizations support project developers to offset upfront
development costs and thereby contribute to lower investment risks (136: p.68f). This again underlines
the fact that private (but also public) sector actions alone is insufficient to drive the electrification of these
countries.
For the time being, Kenya and Tanzania still belong to the top 20 access deficit countries. Yet
electrification efforts have accelerated in recent years; for example, in Kenya, electrification gains were
comparatively high, with above 6% annual average access changes between 2010 and 2017 (203, 204).
The population without access to electricity amounted to 18 million in 2017, while the electrification rate
increased to 73.4% in 2017 (203, 204). In Tanzania, where 38 million people still lacked access to
electricity in 2017, the electricity access gains were not as well pronounced as in Kenya, and
electrification grew on average by 2.6% annually between 2010 and 2017 (203, 204). In 2017, 32.8% of
the Tanzanian population had access to electricity (203, 204). Despite recent progress, data suggest
that it is unlikely that Kenya will achieve universal access to electricity by 2020, while Tanzania is not
expected to have electrified half the population by that time.
Grid extension plays and will continue to play a major role in electrifying SSA countries. This is reflected
in recent investments that have been undertaken. Between 2015 and 2016, $1.6 billion out of $5 billion
USD was invested in fossil fuel plants (202: p.50). A major recipient of investments (approximately $1
billion USD) was Kenya, with the planned installation of the Lamu Coal Power Station. Tanzania also
received substantial investments in gas-powered generation plants. While in Kenya grid-connected
projects dominated the investments (almost $1.6 billion USD), investments in Tanzania focused more
on transmission and distribution (approximately $300 million USD). However, in Tanzania, more than
$200 million USD in investments was directed towards grid-connected projects.
In this context, it is important to again note that China is and will continue to be one of the leading
financial lenders for large-scale power infrastructure projects in SSA (202: p.37). As mentioned in
Chapter 1, China announced in 2015 that it intends to provide African countries with up to $60 billion
USD in loans, grants, and equity funds (205). Among the areas that will benefit from these investments
are “poverty reduction” and “green development” (205: p.1). Between 2015 and 2016, Chinese investors
provided $1.1 USD for energy projects in Kenya, Uganda, and Ethiopia (202: p.50). However, most of
the Chinese investments are aimed at conventional energy projects (202: p.50).
Overall, financing off-grid electricity projects is still at comparatively lower levels, with $200 million USD
in SSA countries between 2015 and 2016 (202: p.50). Recently, however, their share in the overall
investments in electricity projects increased substantially and is mostly focused on large and mature offgrid markets such as those in Kenya and Tanzania (202: p.50). It is expected that global solar-based
technology prices will continue to fall, from which SSA (off-grid) markets may benefit. This downward
price trend could also impact the prices of systems with higher capacity systems. The costs of mini-grid
key components, especially those related to solar-based technologies, fell substantially in the last
decade (194: p.6). Benefitting from the booming solar rooftop industry and the growing electric vehicle
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market, the costs of solar panels, inverters, batteries, and smart meters fell by 62-85% in this period
(194: p.22). Other mini-grid systems relying on other types of renewable energy have also experienced
cost reductions, and Energy Sector Management Assistance Program (ESMAP) expects that the costs
of solar-based mini-grid systems will further decrease until 2030 (194: p.6).
With the increasing importance of decentralized technologies in electrification (6), the integration of
these systems is also gaining importance. Nowadays, the national electrification strategies of Kenya
and Tanzania involve a combination of grid, mini-grid, and SHS.
Striving to become a middle-income and semi-industrialized country by 2025 (206), Tanzanian
authorities explicitly consider the importance of private initiatives and investments that take advantage
of local energy sources in the 2015 National Energy Policy (48). A considerable increase in private
investments in mini-grid businesses serving households and enterprises has been observed in Tanzania
(6: p.84, based on 48). Mini-grid specific regulatory frameworks, such as the Tanzanian Small Power
Producers (SPP) framework, which allow private investors to generate, distribute, and retail electricity
in not grid-connected areas, have supported private sector participation in recent energy system
developments (194: p.33). A recent slowing of private sector participation in mini-grid systems has been
observed, which is due to implementation and enforcement problems as well as some problems with
SPP regulations (194: p.60). Additionally, a lack of transparency from national utilities regarding energy
sector development or national grid extension is still cited as a major barrier to mini-grid developers in
planning their investments (207: p.3).Yet, according to the ESMAP, over 280 new mini-grid systems are
planned to be installed in Tanzania by 2022 (208).
By the end of 2018, the Kenyan government introduced a new national electrification strategy (KNES)
that aims to achieve universal access to electricity by 2022. Thereby, it aims to support the Kenyan
“Vision 2030”, which aims to make Kenya a middle-income country by 2030. According to KNES, minigrid and stand-alone systems will play a crucial role in electrifying remote areas and intensifying gridconnected systems (208)The strategy also acknowledges the important role of private investments
(IBID).
While the output of new business models dealing with decentralized technologies is still at low levels
(see investment levels in off-grid systems above), they have considerable potential to contribute to
electrification and to take advantage of digital, information, and communication technologies (6: p.46,
based on 209: p.86). Among new business models are those that make use of mobile phone
technologies or PAYG financing schemes, which lower the access barriers of difficult-to-reach
customers (6: p.47). Mobile applications help to lower transaction costs (e.g. customers can reduce the
travel needed to buy vouchers of electricity), but also inform customers in case of planned outages and
other updates. On the other hand, this simplifies the collection of payment for electricity and prevents
customers from defaulting on their payments. Moreover, newer technologies, such as remote-controlled
management systems, cloud-based metering and software platforms, can help to expand services and
spur productive electricity use (6: p.47). New business models are increasingly driven by venture
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capitalists and social entrepreneurs (6: p.35). Finance and investment companies addressing off-grid
and mini-grid systems offer several new modes of financial services, such as “early-stage corporate
investment, working capital, asset management, portfolio aggregation, and securitization” (195: p.68).
The implications presented in this thesis suggest that research and planning must adapt in order to
better reflect reality and capture changes that take place at a much faster pace. These changes include
not only the diffusion of new technologies, but also structural conditions and dynamics. Therefore, the
increased usage of technologies, such as geospatial portfolio planning tools together with highresolution satellite imagery and data storage, could be of crucial importance for electrification planning
(207). For example, they could help overcome difficulties in predicting and anticipating electricity
consumption and contribute to adequate revenues to cover costs accordingly. Furthermore, they could
also help to lower the costs of preparation and planning (194: p.24).
While most of the discussion in this thesis has focused on rural electrification, it should be noted that
urban electrification in SSA countries will also gain importance. Urban densification will continue and
may put the existing grid infrastructure under pressure (21: p.21). This may lead to limited access to
electricity in urban areas, and must also be addressed by electrification measures.

9.3 Future research
The Iringa region, which is in the focus of the present thesis, is one of the richest regions in Tanzania.
Mufindi has a vibrant forestry sector and coffee and tea industry. Future studies should study the impacts
of access to the mini-grid system on bigger scale enterprises with access to national or international
markets. More specifically, it would be interesting to know the effects of mini-grid electricity on
productivity and profitability of the local tea, coffee and timber industry but also to the employment and
quality of life of workers who live in the area. Mini-grid electricity might have enhanced reliability of their
electricity access which might have spurred their efficiency and productivity. Moreover, they may have
cost savings through replacement of fossil fuels. This includes the replacement of diesel powered
generators that ran in case of outages. But it should also study the effects of access to mini-grid
electricity on the replacement of mobile diesel powered sawing machines used by the timber logging
industry. By the end of 2015, Mwenga project partners reported that they plan to establish centers,
where timber can be processed with devices relying on electricity. Future research should also consider
trade-off effects. For example, enhanced productivity could imply that less low skilled workers are
employed. On the other hand, replacement of fossil fuels could contribute to less air pollution. A future
study should therefore also consider environmental impacts of access to mini-grid electricity.
As discussed above in chapters 5 to 7, uptake of electric devices remained limited three years after gridelectrification. However, age and efficiency of those technologies has not been studied more in detail.
But their efficiency is critical factor in determining electricity consumption. Especially off-grid
technologies could benefit from a higher usage of more efficient appliances. This should be studied
more in detail.
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Moreover, it would be interesting to know more about the effects of grid-electricity on the productivity of
local SMEs that got access to grid-electricity for the first time and related spill-over effects. Due to data
constraints it was not possible to study and to compare the productivity between different types of
enterprises. Thus, a high sample size of different types of SME´s is advisable. Future analysis could
also study the effects of access to more reliable electricity through the mini-grid distribution on the
profitability of SME´s. Future research should also study the effects of access to mini-grid electricity on
institutions such as schools and hospitals to allow for a more comprehensive overview on the socioeconomic conditions. A more comprehensive overview is given if also social relationships and gender
related inequalities but also institutional (e.g. identifying regulatory barriers and drivers), political and
macroeconomic conditions are reflected to a much better extent. For example, the role of tariffs for
industrial and commercial purposes in SSA are among the highest in the world. It would be interesting
to know about implications of these tariff levels for the development of productive energy/electricity uses.
Future research studying of electrification on household income should also consider distributional
effects. It should be noted that effects on income are difficult to capture due to the irregularity and
informality of many income sources. This study should also reflect on the role of subsidies and (public)
funding (from abroad) as both played an important role in electrifying the rural community. This also
includes the impacts of tariffs and tax exemptions on off-grid technologies. Furthermore, the role of other
on-going interventions should be considered to better capture socio-economic conditions. For example,
the indicator of health might be influenced by awareness campaigns and medical treatment of AIDS.
Persons suffering from AIDS in the Mufindi area reported that they have access to medical treatment,
which was subsidized by an international aid organization. Signs on the plantations warned against the
dangers of AIDS. In general, the overall situation of the rural community might have changed since
2015, the year of data collection. This is why upcoming research might deepen the impact study. The
present thesis could serve as a starting point.
On a macro-scale, it would be interesting to know more about the role of new trade partnership in
electrification and socio-economic development, such as the nexus between Asian, African and Latin
American countries. This includes research on the whole value chain of off-grid technologies
which might reveal where a major share of the value is generated.
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